
ISSUE 25 • OCTOBER 1988 • E1 .50 /* - 

7~V S q- 






i 



P°S i.se 




bte yoi/r PCIV Power 
this amazing new pad 



I * t9.p t , 



5,0P^ 




t 



Off b 



^ffe^ &9' 




AMSTRAD pcw82l 



PLUS: Complete buyer's guide to Spreadsheets, Graphics and Games 



fCLOCK CHESS 88 ) 

CLOCK CHESSQBisthe strongest and most versatile chess 
program yet for your PCW computer. It has the most advanced 
3D graphics, the widest range of options, the power to play 
incredibly fast and the intelligence to selectively search deep into 
thepositton. 

CLOCK CHESS 68 has been tested against a wide range of other 
chess programs and has shown iisejfto be stronger than any of 
them. 

Written using the latest techniques CLOCK CHESS 88 does not 
use the usual 'brute force' method of searching (or the best 
move, but instead is packed with chess knowledge which uniquely 
allows It to search only those moves which are 'sensible* or 
'interesting* and not to waste time analysing lines of play which it 
regards as "trivial*. In addition, it has a variable search depth 
which results in a deeper search of active lines, thus reaching 
those parts that other chess programs cannot 

* massive 44,000 byte, user extendable, openings library 
' stunning 3-D graphics 

annihilates other PCW chess programs 

* largest range ot options, cursor controlled for easy move input 

* special easy mode for beginners 

* Ml display of its thought processes gives you a fascinating insist into Its 
search mechanism 

* perfect understanding of all the rules of chess Including unoerpremoti 
draw by repetition and the fifty move rule 

" achieves all the standard mates including those occuring with minor 

pieces in the endgame - well able to handle difficult pawn endings 
' makes full use ot the extra memory of the 256K and 512K PCW 

'CLOCK CHESS 88 is a lively and interesting opponent. An 
aggressive program that keeps you on your toes .... it dices up 
Colossus Cnass nicely' Mike Basman, UK Chess Champion. 

CLOCK CHESS 68 IS COMPATIBl£ WITH ALL FCWs £15.95 








BACKGAMMON 

BACKGAMMON is a fast moving board game where the players 
use their wits to play strategies making the best use of chance 
from the throw of the dice. Great graphics. For newcomers there 
are rules and tips for play. 
Easy to team, hut hard to beat I 

BACKGAMMON IS COMPATIBLE WITH ALL PCWs £15.95 



all you ever wanted to know PLUS 
about GRAPHICS, THE UNIVERSE 

AND EVERYTHING FOR PCW 
but were afraid to ask 



UPGRADED VERSION - WITH YET MORE HITHERTO 
UNPUBLISHED INFORMATION - THIS HAS TO BE THE 
ABSOLUTELY ESSENTIAL TOOLKIT FOR THE PCW 

PROGRAMMER 

50+ ROUTINES AND 100% PCW COMPATIBILITY 

* Create devastating graphics using last smooth, user definable sprites. 
■ Directly access RAM asc 

* Create User Defined Graphics. 

' Modify character set, send UDQ's and enlarged characters to 

dot matrix printer. 
' Experiment with sound routines. 
' Direct access to Video Ram. 

* Discover hitherto unpublished low level hardware information, Ports and 
edge connecter diagram. 

' Easy to use from Basic, Pascal, Assembler, CP/M etc. 

* Full source code supplied 

* Page in and directly access all S12K ram segments. 

* Bit mapped keyboard scanner for fast games software. 

* Tips on speeding up video ram access. 

ROUTINES INCLUDE: 

L in edr aw/Erase, Pixel Plot/Erase, Flood Fill, Create/Plot/Move Sprite. 

Change char, set, UDQs, Turn Screen on/off. Invert Screen, Sound. Send 

UDGs and Double Height/Double width chars to dot matrix printer, Walt for 

Frame Flyback, Delay, Random iser. Move Cursor anywhere. Read 

Joystick, Disc Motor On/off, Full Software Reset, Save/Load Memory from 

disc or Ramdisc, Find System Clock, Save/load Screen, Scan Keyboard 

...AM] MUCH MORS 

Comprehensive manual plus detailed documented source code. 

'ALL YOU EVER..' as used by Real Time Software to write 

STARGLIDER 

■ALL YOU EVER.-" IS COMPATIBLE WITH ALL PCWs £19.95 

Upgrade only Return your dd disc plus £12.95 




This is THE BRIDGE PLAYER for both the expert and beginner, 
with versatile bidding and powerful card play. 

Generates random hands and allows bidding in the ACOL 

system, using Stayman, Blackwood and a choice of No- trump 

conventions. 

Integral Tutor section with twenty set hands, advice and 

detailed explanation. 

Massive range of options and comprehensive information 

displays. 



The program is very well thought through 
: ng Player mode... The Tulo 
you get a lull page of text analysing the vtnote game, explaining the 



your nana in usin 



_ » here's your chance to keep 
The Tutor leeches you the game as you 



layer mode- 
page of text 
ltd process and sequence ot play. 
' >ran t 

The display is tne, you play your round 



play. 

bidding pi . . 

In the Player mode there's a wide range of options which ensure you can 



learn something new each time. 

with lots of info about the last trick and the score displayed around the 
edge of the screen— This is a very though till way to get the most out of 
Bndge on tho computer..-. Bridge Player 2000 is a good one* PC Plus. 
'Large and simply explained Tutorial, easy for beonners, could easily keep 
a Bridge player occupied for the rest of eternity 6000 Plus 

?G£ PLAYER 2000 iS COMPATBLE WITH ALL PCWS £15 .95 




70+ NEW BASIC KEYWORDS AND 100% PCW 
COMPATIBILITY, THE ULTIMATE PCW MALLARD BASIC 
EXTENSION. 

First ever program able to trap Mallard Basic's command list. 
Produces devastating graphical output with fast smooth sprites 
(or the games programmer and icons for more professional 
software. We guarantee you will astound yourself with your 
capacity for creativity using this amazing software. 

Many original features provide tie ideal environment for the Basic 
programmer. 

high and medium resolution graphics, plots, lines, circles, fills 
' multiple sprites and icon graphics 
" User Definable Graphics, new character sets 
' new editing facilities, variable list, search etc. 
' save screens and instant mdtj. screen recall 
' full A4 screen dump to dot matrix printer 
' timer, sound routines etc etc 
' easy cursor and printer control 
* all functions use simple- to- use BASIC keywords 
' masses of demonstration programs supplied on disc 

'knocks spots off other basics I' 

LIGHTNING BASIC IS COMPATIBLE WITH ALL PCWs £19.95 

DRAUGHTS / CHECKERS) 

DRAUGHTS / CHECKERS - an immensely powerful opponent, 
several challenging levels of play, kings, 3D graphics etc. 
You need real brains to master this classic game of skill. 
"The Karpov of the Draughts world" 

DRAUGHTS IS COMPATIBLE WITH ALL PCWe £15.95 

i please rush me the following titles for my PCW :- 
PRODUCT PRICE QUANTITY 

All you ever wanted - PLUS £19.95 

Upgrade only (return old disc) £12.95 

I Lightning Basic £19.95 

i Clock Chess 88 £15.95 

| Bridge Flayer 2000 £15.95 

I Draughts/Checkers £15.95 

Backgammon £15.95 

Postage to Europe (per item) £ 1.20 

Postage ex Europe (per item) £ 2.00 

UK post andpacking included 
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KEYWORDS 

Hors d'ceuvres and entrees 

NEWS 

All the news that's fit to print 

QUICKIES 

New fonts for LocoScript, and an 
English tester 

MINI OFFICE 

Part 7: the communications package 

FLIPPER 

An extra PCW for just £25! 

CASE IN POINT 

Jeffrey Archer and his PCWs 



HOME BANKING 

Do your banking from home via the PCW 

SECOND HAND PCWS 

A rough guide 

STOCKS AND SHARES 

Two share price analysers on test 

DIY SHARE ANALYSIS 

Use your PCW to beat the stockmarket 

BOOK LOOK 

From LocoScript to hacking 

GAMES 

Two militaristic games from 
Martech 
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LANGFORD 

A sideways look through the back door of 
the PCW 

GSX 

DIY graphics in BASIC 

LOCOMAIL 

Part 4 of our mailmerge tutorial: loops 

LISTINGS 

More type-ins to type in 

TIPOFFS 

Yet more pearls of wisdom: the PCW is 
your oyster 

GOOD SOFTWARE GUIDE 

Spreadsheets, graphics and games 

SPECIAL OFFERS 

Roll up folks! Software going cheap 



POST SCRIPT 

Last but not least: your letters 



47 
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53 
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NewStar Software presents. . . . 

THE CATALOGUE 

Software for PCWs and PCs 

It's all in the NewStar Software Summer Catalogue, complete with introductions and explanations 
to the various subject headings. Information to help you choose, presented in one complete 
catalogue. 

There isn't room in a single advert to show you the comparative merits of the various databases, 
accounts packages, wordprocessors communications software, or spreadsheets. 



But there certainly is in 4$ pages! 




To order your free copy of the NewStar catalogue 

coll (0277) 220573 

and from October 1st 1988 

coll (0245)265017 
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THREE AND EASY 



8000 Plus is entering its third year. It is, we hope, unlike any other 
technical magazine, because PCW users are unlike normal 
computer owners. We do our best to make it informative, educative 
and entertaining - and while we haven't quite got the number of 
subscribers that the BBC has, we try to stick to the same principles. 

Every morning, postal strikes permitting, we get around thirty to 
tody letters, and they reflect the wide spread of people that own 
PCWs. In front of me are letters from a solicitor, a butcher, a 
secretary, a retired civil servant, a school student, a computer 
programmer, a police officer, a doctor, a mailperson. a home maker, 
a sociology PhD student bitterly complaining about the last editorial, 
a sociology PhD student wildly praising the last editorial... 

The big problem for us is that we have new readers joining all the 
time, in addition to the loyal subscribers we've had since issue 1. 
Some of the letters ask us to explain things in a bit more detail for 
recent PCW converts; just as many wonder why we aren't moving 
on to articles on programming and machine code and dBase II 
applications. 

In the coming year, we'll do our best to cater for everyone - we'll 
present tips on LocoScript as well as CP'M applications, do features 



on creative writing with the PCW as welt as on business use, and 
present tutorials on programming as well as paper types in 
LocoScript 

There's a questionnaire on page 45 where you can tell us what 
you think ought to be in the magazine, whether it be tutorials, 
features, listings, shod stories, reviews of that unknown program 
you've found. ... 

The PCW has, by virtue of being cheap and easy to use (if you 
don't think LocoScript is easy to use. you've never used another 
word processor!) brought the power of the micro to a wider range of 
people than any other machine. We want you to help 8000 Plus do 
the same. 
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Sits vac 



8000 Plus is looking for a writer 
to join its team. You must have 
a thorough knowledge of 
LocoScript, CP/M. BASIC 
programming and hopefully a 
few of the better known CP/M 
applications such as SuperCalc. 
Mini Office, desktop publishers, 
accounts packages etc. You 
must also be able to write lively 
copy to ridiculous deadlines. 



enjoy working in an easy-going 
West Country atmosphere, and 
bear the appalling humour of 
your fellow editorial staff. 
Qualifications and experience 
aren't nearly as important as 
being the right person. Future 
Publishing is an equal 
opportunities employer. 

Call or send a cv and letter 
to Rob Ainsley at 4, Queen St, 
Bath B At tEJ. 



It's been a wet 
summer 

We have been know to make the 
odd typing error on 8000 Plus - 
we referred to a 20k hard disc 




ge capacity ot al 

ft to motet PCWl 

sers. After all, 

an the cost of 

instant access to 



the other month, for example, 
instead of a 20 megabyte hard 
disc. Well, we were only a factor 
of a thousand out. But we were 
intrigued by another hard disc 
misprint in one of our rival 
magazines... 



8000 
PLUS 



The sparkling 
November issue 
of 8000 Plus will 
be rocketing into 
your newsagents 
on October 27th. 
Don't miss out on 
the fireworks, 
order your copy 
now- it'll be a 
cracker! 



Time and Magik Competition 




Our August competition in which 
you had the chance to win a copy 
of Mandarin Software's Time and 
Magik game drew a varied batch 
of holiday postcards, the furthest 
afield coming from Kuala Lumpur! 

In the opinion of the judges, 
the answers to our fiendishly 
difficult quiz questions were: 
Time 1 -b; 2-a; 3-a; Magik 1-c; 2-a; 
3-c. 

The winners were as follows: 
John Rimmer, Mortlake 



Churchyard, London: M O'Toole. 
Essex; Mr S Delph, Abingdon; 
RE Tims, Didcot; D Holgate, 
London; Peter Bayliss Rugby: 
Peter Gamer, Aylesbury; John 
Hawkins, Brentwood. Essex: MS 
Penfare, Surrey; A Spiers. 
London; Mrs Myra Kinnaird. 
Aberdeen; J Shone, Erdington; 
AEG Green, Essex; Mr JH 
Sharpe, Northampton; Alan 
Whiteley. Oswaldtwistle; MA 
Metcalfe. Boscastle, Cornwall; N 



Nixon. Reading; N Spalding. 
Ramsgate, Kent; G Agbogun, 
Plumstead, London: Mr DG 
Burton. Blaenau Ffestiniog, 
Gwynedd. 

John Rimmer, being the first 
out of the hat, won the first prize 
of the modern clock which also 
tells the time. Congratulations to 
the prize winners - even as we 
speak, your copies of Time and 
Magik are on their way. 
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THE OFFICIAL AMSTRAD PROFESSIONAL USER CLUB 



When you buy a 

whole new Amstrad system, 

why use only half 

of its potential? 





1. 12 Issues of the Official Amstrad PCW Magazine. 

(worth £1.25 per month) 

2. Unlimited access to our PCW Technical 
Support Service. 

3. Nationwide PCW training facilities. 

4. 24hr Ordering Service. 

5. Discounted Software . . . best prices in the U.K! 

6. Monthly Am data PCW Newsletter. 

7. Welcome Pack. 

8. Discounted PCW Maintenance Scheme. 

9. Introductory Gift if you join TODAY! 
(worth £6 £10) 



A Message from Amstrad 's Chairman ..... 
Dear Amstrad Computer User, 

You don 't need me to remind you that you have selected 
the best computer in it's price range. Numerous journ- 
alists from the specialist press have now contributed to 
the opinion that Amstrad computers represent the best 
all-round machine you can buy. 

One of the many reasons why computer journalists have 
received our products so enthusiastically is undoubtedly 
our careful attention to providing information on the 
system and it's software. 

You can be a part of Amstrad's ongoing effort to inform 
and help users by taking advantage of this opportunity 



to join the User Club, Catering only for the Amstrad 
computer user, this specialist support club was initially 
formed by Amstrad solely for the purpose of assisting 
you with all your computer needs. 
There are many immediate and direct benefits available, 
so don 't delay before filling out the application form 
below and sending it back to Amsoft. 
Yours sincerely, 




Alan Sugar 

Chairman AMSTRAD Pic 
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THE OFFICIU. IMSTRAn PROFESSIONAL USSB CLUB » AMSOFT H AIL OflOtfl. ENTUMUM HOUSE , PO BOX 10. OOPEO 5THEET. PAL LION INDUSTRIAL ESTATE. SUHDE H L AH SHI SEN TEL IMIISIOBTBT 



A. HOW TO JOIN THE CLUB A 

Simply "ll In the coupon and return 
It lo us at the address shown logeLritr with your 

remittance. Well send you your exclusive 

membership discount card, a 'Welcome Pack' and 

your FREE Introductory GlrL 



Yes, I want eg enjoy the benefits nt Amstrad Professional User Club Membership - Please enrol rne today. 
I enclose a cheque/P.O. for £39 95 payable to AMSDFT MAIL ORDER ■ or debit my credit card. 



** 



"•* ACCESS' VISA 
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My machine m&rit?" n 

Name 



ArJdVCH 



FOR OFFICE USE ONLY 



8000+/KP10 



Postcode: D)v Phone Number , 

All oilers sublet to airflila billy, all oriees correct at lime of going to press 

POST TO 

OFFICIAL AMSTRAD PROFESSIONAL USER CLUB 

ENTERPRISE HOUSE, PO BOX 10, ROPER STREET 

PALLION INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, SUNDERLAND SR4 6SN ■> USER CLUB ■« 

or Ring (091) 510 8787 NOW! 



Hi' 

1CLL 
It pays to belong' 



THE OFFICIAL AMSTRAD PROFESSIONAL USER CLUB 



Good on paper 



Juki have brought out a new 24-pin 
printer said to be the most 
advanced dot matrix for paper 
handling in the world. It claims to 
be able to print continuous 
stationery, cut sheets, envelopes, 
business cards, labels, tickets, 
cheques and so on all on the one 
machine. A sensor adjusts the print 
head according to the thickness of 
the paper for best results. It has a 



built-in sheet feeder for any size 
paper or envelopes and can print a 
single sheet document on its 
flatbed printer in the middle of a 
continuous run. 

Now that LocoScript is 
supporting 24-pin printers this will 
be of interest to a lot of small 
businesses. The Juki 7100 is £900 
plus VAT and the 7200 £1625 plus 
VAT. Details from 0256 473232. 




Above par 



Mew from JKL Software for the 
Amstrad PCW machines is a 
program which has been designed 
to assist with all of the normal 
requirements of a golf club 
handicap secretary. The Handicap 
Management System offers a 
complete handicap calculating and 
record- keeping package which 
promises to save the dedicated golf 
club hours of paperwork. All you 
have to do is type in to the largely 
menu-driven system the name of 
the player and their gross score, 
and the computer will calculate the 
nett score along with the nett 
differential and subsequently the 
new handicap. 

The program, which has been in 
regular use in Scotland where it 
was first developed, will list out on 
paper all of the players with their 



various handicaps. It will also save 
the information that you enter for 
the rest of the year, if you so 
desire. 

Also included is another 
program called Open Scoring 
which is intended as a companion 
to The Handicap Management 
System. This is mainly for use with 
two round open matches where the 
handicaps are not changed 
between rounds. 

The main drawback lies in the 
£99.00 that you have to fork out for 
the system. But Keith Longstaffe of 
JKL Software stresses the 
program's reliability and is willing to 
carry out free on site 
demonstrations of the program 
wherever possible. For further 
information, call him on 0506 
844149. 
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NEWS PLUS 




LocoScript database 
unveiled 



The latest issue from the 
Locomotive Software stable - a 
database which works from 
within LocoScript - was 
demonstrated at The Personal 
Computer Show at Earls Court 
last month. The LocoScript 2- 
oriented database, called 
LocoFile, is like a pop-up card 
index. On each card is stored a 
particular set of information - 
like a name and address - to a 
pre- determined format. At any 
time by pressing the appropriate 
key, you can access the item in 
the database you need and the 
program will display a card from 
the current datafile. You can 
then transfer information 
between LocoFile's card and 
your LocoScript document by 
using the copy and paste 
facilities. When you leave 
LocoFile you're back where you 
were in LocoScript and ready to 
paste in that set of information. 
You can arrange the cards 
exactly how you like; up to eight 
orders are available to use 
simultaneously for the same set 
of cards. The program will also 



sort on two data items, or keys: 
for example, you can keep a 
record of customers in order ot 
the town and within each town in 
order of the customer name. 
LocoFile will immediately access 
a particular record for you or 
even a specific card. 

You can transfer a Loco Mai I 
datafile into the program's pre- 
determined format so that your 
existing LocoMail data doesn't 
become redundant. LocoMail 
also works with the LocoFile 
cards as though they were a 
LocoMail datafile. The program 
is said to compare very welt in 
terms of speed with normal 
CP/M databases and uses many 
of the programming techniques 
that Locomotive developed 
when writing JETSAM, the filing 
system used in the version of 
BASIC supplied with the PCWs. 

LocoFile will operate on all of 
the PCW machines and will be 
released onto the market next 
month. The cost is likely to be 
£29.95; details from Locomotive 
on 0306 740606. 



Marginal success 

Following last year's success of 
Margin Maker MM3 - a cut sheet 
locator and aligner specifically 
designed for the 8000 series 
printers - the makers have come 
up with MaxaFit, a similar device 
for other printers. We are told that 
this model will fit up to 80% of 
existing back feed printers and 
electronic typewriters, regardless 
of their carriage- width. 

MaxaFit is an adjustable, one 
specification aid to easy and 
economical use of cut sheet 
stationery (or non-continuous 
paper). Paper guide arms lock 
wherever required whilst the paper 
is supported to prevent sagging. It 
will be retailed at £17.50 plus VAT, 
Further details from Margin Maker 
on 0784 52677. 



Copy cat 

SBS Computer Supplies Ltd 
have recently made their 
contribution to the ever- 
expanding copyholder market by 
coming up with the Grippa. This 
particular copyholder is suitable 
for any kind of Visual Display 
Unit and is secured with 
adhesive strips to the top of the 
monitor. It claims to hold 
anything from the thinnest piece 
of paper to a notepad and can be 
attached either to the right or left- 
hand side of the screen. It's also 
up to you whether you mount it 
on the VDU, keyboard or simply 
have it free-standing on the 
desk. What will they think of 
next? 

Grippa is £9,95 and can be 
ordered from SBS on 0273 
726331 . 
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Sooner or later, it happens to us 
all: that disc with the only copy of 
your 200k customer address list 
or your 90,000 word thesis 
somehow gets corrupted and the 
data is irretrievable. 

For the past year civil servant 
Dave Smith has been using his 
technical knowhow to help 
desperate PCW owners recover 
their lost data and in doing so 
raise money for BACUP, the 
Cancer Counselling Charity. 
There's no fixed charge; the fee 
depends on various factors like 
the time taken to recover data 
(which can be anything from 
fifteen minutes to ten hours). 
Certainly, Dave says, it's less 
than the cost of buying a disc 
repair program and doing it 
yourself. 

He's currently earning around 
£600 per month tor BACUP and is 
so busy he has just bought a PPC 
so he can transfer data to that 
machine and do data recovery on 
the train to work! 

During the postal strike he 
enjoyed a rest from his very time- 
consuming sideline, "I must spend 
about twenty-odd hours a week 



Backing up the cause 



Dave disk 
doctor 

soon become ™ hcwou,d 
Maimed "dfe* d '„ **»% 



on data recovery," said Dave. "I 
get a real mix of problems - 
vicars who want to recover their 
sermons. TV companies who 
have lost scripts, doctors who 
have corrupted patient records - 
quite a lot of it is extremely 
sensitive information. 
Today I've been 
recovering the work of a 
translator who was 
working on an erotic 
novel. Each alternate track 
had been corrupted, so it 
was rather tantalising 



examining the contents of the 
disc!" 

Dave has been helped by 
Locomotive who. supporting the 
cause, gave him classified 
technical information about file 
structure in LocoScript. As a 
result he reckons that 80% ot all 
discs can be completely 
recovered, the remainder having 
anything from 10% to 90% of the 
data recovered. 

BACUP supports and provides 
a base for cancer sufferers and 
their families. Enquiries about any 
aspect of living and coping with 
cancer are answered by a trained 
team of nurses on 01 608 1661, 
I0arn-7pm Monday -Thursday. 
10am-5pm Friday. 

Corrupted discs should be 
sent with an sae to Dave Smith, 
41 Tutsham Way, Paddock Wood, 
Kent TN12 6UA (Tel: 089283 




5974). And if you know of anyone 
in the Kent area who could assist 
Dave in his work full-time, he'd be 
glad to hear from you! 







Spitting image 



Custom Image is a new company 
based in Salisbury who are aiming 
to provide clip-art that can be used 
with any of the desktop publishing 
packages that run on Amstrad 
PCW machines. Where their 
services differ from run of the mill 
clip-art libraries, however, is in the 
customisation of graphic images. In 
other words, they produce digitised 
images which you can then use to 
personalise your documents. 

What this involves is using a 
video digitiser to scan a non- 
digitised picture - like a photograph 
or a television screen - and 
converting the image into a 
series of dots that can then be 
used with desktop publishing 
software. This means that 
graphics which would 
otherwise be impossible to 
reproduce in your documents 
- like company logos, 
cartoons, photos - can be 
captured and used as many 
times as you like. 

They will return a 3" disc on 
which the digitised image that 
you require is stored plus the 
original material supplied as 
artwork. Reproduction of one 



image will cost you £8.00 while a 
charge of £2.00 is made for each 
subsequent image. 

Custom Images say they can 
successfully convert images for use 
on The Desktop Publisher and are 
currently working on customisation 
processes for Fleet St Editor Plus 
and Newsdesk International, Other 
customisations will be according lo 
demand. 

For further information, contact 
Andrew Moore of Custom Images, 
28 Burnett Way, Bishopdown, 
Salisbury, Wilts. 



Perfect match 

Coda Software, producers of 
the American Football 
simulation game Head Coach, 
have just reached a licensing 
agreement with Qualsoft, 
allowing them to produce a 
PCW version of World of 
Soccer, which up till now has 
only been available on the Atari 
ST. Available from mid- 
September, World of Soccer 
costs £15.95, and is the latest 
in a line of sports strategy 
games for the PCW. More 
details from Coda on 01 789 
9551. 



DIY Pascal 

Pecan Software Europe, based in 
Bristol, are now offering PDQ 
(Pretty Darn Quick) Pascal learning 
for the novice. Pascal is also hailed 
as the easiest language for BASIC 




pecan 




buffs to move on to and so it's not 
surprising that the slightly bored big 
B hacker is among the target 
market too. 

Supplied with PDQ Pascal is an 
Integrated Development 
Environment, Full Screen Editor, 
Pascal Compiler and all the utilities 
you need to help you write that first 
Pascal program. 

The accompanying manual 
claims to be written in such a way 
as not to put off the beginner at 
programming (there's a first time for 
everything). PDQ Pascal is 
available for use on the Amstrad 
PCW and costs £29.95. Call 0272 
425012 for further details. 
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The first time Westing's statements 

went out on time. 




Was it because all of the N series 9-pin business 
printers are so remarkably fast and reliable? 

Was it because the NR-15 we've just started using is a 
quality full-width business printer? 

Was it because all Star printers have a push-feed 
tractor built in and a fully automaticcut sheet feed option? 

Was it because the high density NLQ produces 
excellent quality print at 60cps with full width draft printing 
at240cps? 

Was it because our Star NR-15 copes so easily with the 
spreadsheets, stock listings, invoices and statements? 

No, the reason my department completes its 
paperwork on time is all down to me. 

Because I decided to choose the Star N series 9-pin 
printers. And with prices from around £400, even that took 
no time at all. 





COMPUTER PRINTERS 

r 



StarMicronicsU.K.Ltd. 
Craven House, 40 UxbridgeRoad, 
Ealing, London W52BS, 
Telephoned -840 1800. 

A division of 

5 ta r M ieron ies Co . , Ltd . , )apa n , 



Please tell me how I can complete my work on time using the 
Star 9 pin N series business printers. 

Name 



"I 



Company. 
Address 



.Telephone . 



Postcode . 

Or just call Belinda on 01-840 1829. 9 A8+1 



.J 




What is the most useful, most flexible, all purpose piece of software 
for a computer? Unless you are only into word processing or 
graphics the obvious answer would probably be a spreadsheet. Yet 
there are still relatively few people using spreadsheets. And very 
few are using them to their full potential. 

Perhaps this is because of the difficulty explaining simply what a 
spreadsheet does. Or it may be because of the amount of time and 
effort involved in setting up. say. a complicated accounts package 
on a spreadsheet. 

But perhaps the real reason is that people have not had their 
imaginations inspired to see the thousands of applications that the 
spreadsheet can have for every office or home. 




No matter how good an accounts package you 
have, there is still always something else that you 
feel you could use your PCW for. Perhaps you 
might want a simple method of keeping track of stock or 
a systemised way of keeping track of a small payroll. 
This is where the spreadsheet comes into its own. 
As long as you have a reasonably clear idea of what 
information you want, you can easily produce a matrix 
- in effect a blank form. All the headings will be in the 
right place and all the formulae will be worked out, 
just waiting for you to enter the figures. 

Then each day, week or month you can simply 
add in the figures and all the correct computations 
and totals are worked out automatically. Once you 
have run this for a while you may find there is a 
figure that you forgot you needed. You can then 
simply add in the correct formula. If on the other 
hand you discover there is a total that you have 
included which doesn't really mean very much, it is 
the work of a moment to remove it. 

This way you can constantly modify your layout 
honing it to perfection. At the end of six months you 
should have an accounts, stock or payroll system 
that would ideally suit the needs of your business, 
rather than suit the ideas of some software 
designer who doesn't know anything about your 
way of working. In the same way you can easily 
take account of changes in bank or tax rates. 

In effect you could start with a simple task and 
build up until you had a full blown accounts system. 

Into the future 

But perhaps an even more powerful aspect to 
spreadsheets is their ability to produce 'what if type 
predictions. A spreadsheet can work things out 
remarkably quickly and keep track of a lot of 
complicated detail. So you can, say, set up a really 
complicated cash flow sheet with spaces for all your 
predictions of costs and income. 

Then you can try out any number of permutations 
of events (high cost- low income, low cost/hi gh- 
income etc) so you can discover how much you will 
lose in the event of everything going wrong or how 
near you will get to making a profit if everything goes 
right. Once you have these really helpful figures 
worked out you can start changing and adapting them 
to produce the final copy to go to the bank along with 
your application for an overdraft. All these variations will 
take minutes to produce instead of the traditional hours 
of complicated arithmetic and corrections normally 
needed. 
Print enough of these out for your bank manager and 
your overdraft is assured. 

Imagination limited 

However the uses of a spreadsheet are limited by the 
imagination of the user. The more you use it the more the 
ideas occur. 

For instance real spreadsheet buffs will use them as a 
glorified calculator. Any time they have a problem that might 
mean a few calculations they quickly knock up a quick one- 
off spreadsheet. Say you are buying a house. You can work 
out a simple formula to take work out the maximum 
mortgage available and the cost of the payments. 

But that is just a start. You can work out the payments of 
a tew thousand more or less and even the effect of the 
mortgage rate rising or falling, all by simple changes to the 
formulae. An enterprising Chancellor of the Exchequer could 
use one to model the economy on and test out his strategies 
- eg. how far do we have to push up interest rates to keep 
the balance of payments deficit down? 
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Most programs have a search facility so there is usually 
a reasonable chance of using your spreadsheet as a 
database. You can list names, addresses and any relevant 
details in text cells and then find the details easily when you 
want them. 

Another popular use is to sort list of words into 
alphabetical order. If the program has the ability to sort 
numbers (and most do) they can usually also sort 
alphabetically. So you could write a routine to keep your 
cricket club's averages up to date automatically in order - all 
you do is enter each player's last performance. Or it could 
show the current state of your pub quiz league table. Or 
maintain marking records for your GCSE class. Or do the 
number crunching tor you on those tables of statistics for 
your sociology PhD. Or... 

So although getting to grips with a spreadsheet might be 
quite a time consuming exercise it will in the tong run 
provide you with an invaluable tool. 

CRACKER TURBO 

£49.95 • Newstar Software (0277 220573) 
• All PCWs (Graphs 8000s only) 

The major development in the PC W spreadsheet world was 
the issue of a revamped Cracker spreadsheet - on of the 
most popular packages on the scene. Cracker has always 
provided probably the widest range of features of any of the 
spreadsheets although the price to pay tor this was 
obviously the fact that it is one of the most difficult packages 
to gel to know. 

It is not helped by the tact that unlike other spreadsheets, 
In Cracker you start with a blank screen and have to built up 
the sheet yourself adding columns and rows. This is 
sensible once you know what you are doing but can cause a 
moment of panic when you start. 

It is not helped by less than lucid documentation 
although a new, improved manual has been promised. But if 
you do battle through you will find an impressive list of 
invaluable features. Certainly the more complicated 
mathematical, statistical and engineering features should 
make it invaluable to some users. 

One valuable feature is the macro which allows you to 
carry out repetitive commands to a formula. So instead of 
setting formats, or typing in repeated headings or formulae 
over a number of columns you just right a macro to do it for 
you. You can use a macro to set up really big, complicated 
sheets automatically. 

The program also offers a number of interesting features 
not found in the average spreadsheet. For instance Cracker 
has quite a sophisticated graphics section which lets you 
choose from 18 different types of graph or chart from simple 



Hi 



pie or bar charts to complicated statistical, scientific or 
engineering options. 

There are interesting ways of handling time (from the 
date to controlling the internal clock) which are supposed to 
be able to be linked up to the external port to switch your 
central heating on and off - although the normal time switch 
is probably a more sensible solution. 

It also its own programming language which allows you 
to use commands like the BASIC IF statements and SUMIF 
- a method of adding up the total of specially marked 
entries. 

Even for such a complicated program Cracker is still 
reasonably simple in operation. You run it by single 
keystrokes {usually the first letter of the command word) and 
the program then automatically takes you through a series ot 
prompts giving you the options available. If you make a 
mistake it bleeps at you angrily so the 
early stages ot learning can sound like a 
bit like morse code. Also invaluable at this 
point is a help screen which gives at least 
an idea of what the keypresses achieve. 
Verdict - One of the hardest to get to 
grips with but once learnt Cracker has 
many unique features and has a flexibility 
not found in many of its competitors. 



FIRST CALC 

£29.95 • Minerva Systems 
(0392 37756) • All PCWs 

In many ways First Caic is an excellent 
idea. Most people do not have the really 
complicated applications to stretch the 
features of the most basic spreadsheet. 
So why not make a virtue of it and 
produce a special simple program that 
allows an easy initiation into the mysteries 
of spreadsheets. 

Certainly First Calc is not too cut down 
to be of any use. It can handle sheets of 
up to 5000 cells and claims to be able 
perform calculations to 1 4 significant 
figures (there is surely someone in the 
world who wants calculations correct to 14 
significant figures). 

It does virtually all the normal sort of 
calculation functions you would expect 
with a few useful features like the ability to 
toggle the direction of the calculation (so 
that it will add up vertically or 
horizintally. for instance) and 




The first calc 

The lirst spreadsheet program 
ever was VisiCalc only about 
twelve years ago The concept 
of a spreadsheet is a very recent 
thing even in the rapidly 
devebpng world of computing 
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The paper it's written on 



in 1tie paperless office the spreadsheet is !he 
equivalent of a big piece of paper. And tor 
yc*ff convenience the piece of paper is fined 
off into boies (or as computer buffs Bee to 
call them ce»s)- For your convenience you 
can usuaBymake the cells any sis that suits 
you- purpose. They are referred to l&e 
squares on a map, a combination of letters 
and numbers. The top left cell is A1, the one 
below it A2. the one on its right 81. and so on. 

You can enter words or figures in these 
ceils as you want, fcuikfing up columns or 
tables with aB the suitable headings or labeis. 
Then you Start uroridng out the formulae. For 
^stance if you have a list of twenty figures in 



a column, you tell the eel! at the bottom to 
display the total of the twenty figures above. 

You could then take away the total from 
another total, add 1 5 per cent VAT, find the 
average, express the answer as a percentage 
of another figure, square root it take the log- 
in fact, virtually any kind of computation you 
wart 

For example, in cell Ci3 you could say 
something like 'Take the figure in cell A13 
and add it to the figure in 813". 

You can also add in any text you require 
either as labels or headings or as entries as in 

SCHbOlfiG ' 




CRACKER TURBO 

PLUSES 

A Wide range of features especiafty good for 



MINUSES 

▼ Manual can be obscure 

▼ Takes time to learn all the features 



RANGE OF FEATURES 5/5 EASE OF USE 

PERFORMANCE 4/5 DOCUMENTATION 

8000 PLUS VALUE VERDICT 4/5 



A Sorting alphabettcafty and numerically 

▲ Macros facility 

▲ Gcod help screen and error checking in 



FIRST CALC 

PLUSES 

A Simple yet surprisingly sophisticated 
A inexpensive introduction to spreadsheets 



MINUSES 

▼ Not as powerful as other spreadsheets but 
not much easier to use 



RANGE OF FEATURES 5/5 EASE OF USE 

PERFORMANCE 3/5 DOCUMENTATI 

8000 PLUS VALUE VERDICT 4/5 
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an simple toggle between 'formula on' and 'formula off' 
mode so you can set up your matrix easily and then switch 
when you are entering the figures. Also very useful is the 
ability to automatically move the cursor after each entry. So 
if you are filling in figures in a column you can automatically 
drop one cell or move one cell to the left each time. 
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Where it perhaps fails is that the commands seem so 
eminently forgettable. There are virtually no on-screen 
prompts and the key-strokes are not totally obvious. There is 
a help screen but constantly having to refer to this would be 
time consuming while you were learning the system. 
However with less to learn this should not be an 
insurmountable problem, especially as the manual as good 
worked examples to help you into the program. 

Perhaps more serious is the lack of a search facility 
which could cause problems on a big application and means 
that you cannot use it as a database. 
Verdict - A good cheap easy to use program that should be 
able to handle all the normal needs of the average user. 

SUPERCALC 2 

£39.95 • AmsoftySorcim (091 567 3395) 
• All PCWs 

SuperCalc 2 is definitely the most popular spreadsheet for 
the PCW although whether this is because it is the best 
spreadsheet or because Amsoft adopted it as their 
recommended spreadsheet is arguable. 

It certainly must be regarded as a good compromise 
between the simplicity and flexibility. It is certainly easier to 
come to terms with than Cracker and yet still provides a 
wide range of features. Again it is worked on a system of 
easy to remember keystrokes and in case you don't find 
them easy to remember you are prompted through 
complicated processes with your options defined as you go 
along although. There are help screens which don't seem 
half as complicated as the Cracker ones. 

You start off with a screen full of standard sized columns 
which you can vary in size to suit. SuperCalc does not have 
the same strict attitude towards formats as Cracker, which 
makes it far easier for the beginner although perhaps not as 
flexible for the expert. Like Cracker you can create 
'executive command files' - series of keystrokes that you 
may need to repeat which can be run over and over 
automatically. You can also get set the direction that the 
cursor will move in automatically. So if you are entering 
figures down a column get the cursor to drop one cell each 
time or if you are entering figures in a row get it to move one 
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cell to the right. 

The manual has been very sensibly laid out with a 10 
minute guide to get you going and a pull-out reference card 
although there is also all the in depth information quite well 
indexed in there as well. 

One slight problem with SuperCalc for 6000 Plus 




Use LocoMail 
to send letters 
to everyone on *7 



your mailing / 

list. Use its many / 

advanced features ' 

to do much more - 

■ Produce letters for each 

name or data record, or just for a 

selection ■ Include special text 

depending on the data to be merged - 

each version of your text is correctly laid 

out, whatever special information you insert 

Edit the merged letter before printing ■ Save the result to disc if 

required ■ Use LocoScript data files or ASCII data files from a 

CP/M program « Prompt for information to be typed at the 

keyboard ■ Perform arithmetic within LocoScript documents ■ 

Add paragraph numbers automatically ■ Produce sophisticated 

LocoMail 'programs' for Invoicing, Credit Control, Enquiries etc." 
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SOFTWARE 



LocoMail now comes with a completely revised 288 page User Guide - 

available separately for users of the PCW9512 and earlier versions of LocoMail 

■ An extended tutorial section " Detailed descriptions of the advanced facilities ■ Worked examples of 
"program units", loops and conditional operations ■ Descriptions of typical uses of LocoMail - Club 
Membership, Invoicing, Enquiries, Labels ■ A set of "building blocks" to include in your own LocoMail 
applications ■ Full technical description of LocoMail ■ Troubleshooting guide ■ 

All the examples described in the User Guide are supplied on the LocoMail master disc. In case you're just 
buying the new User Guide, they are also supplied on the LocoMail Examples Disc, available separately. 




To: Katy Buchan, Locomotive Software 
Allen Court, Dorking, Surrey, RH4 1YL 
Phone (0306) 740606 



Please send me the following products 

LI LocoMail (or use with LocoScript 2 £29.95 

□ LocoScript 2 with LocoSpell £34.90 

D NEW LocoMail User Guide £14.95 

D WEW LocoMail Examples Disc £5.00 



Name 
Address 



Postcode 



Total 



a 



I enclose a cheque payable to 

Locomotive Software Limited 
D Charge to my Access Card 



J L 



J L 



-L 



Note: AE prices include VA T and UK postage. 



J L 



I] 



;.;.;.;. ■. . .- ■.;,;.-.. 



' 



IT ■ 



FEATURE 



mi 

002 
0B3 

005 

008 

007 
008 
003 



Name of pupi 1 



fl ins ley RC 
Bale K 
Bradley SE 
Brooks E 
Carter NJ 
Davies RC 



3. . . , . 
No. of 
Sbjcts 

7 
6 
6 

? 

4 



, , D.... E,,.. F..,, G, . . . H.... I..., J K. . , ■ 

laths Eng Frer> DS Phys Chen Comp TOTAL Hvge 

Mark 



El 
43 
3 
55 
41 
11 



30 
12 
86 
73 
27 
19 



97 
33 
90 

36 

21 



96 
78 
32 

50 



5 
44 

1 
68 
54 



11 
71 
9 
41 
52 
15 



79 
27 



263 37.57 
281 46.83 
221 36.83 
316 63 
287 41.00 
66 16.50 







3E7BE3„, _, toto-update 

Blank -Haw of wbiI'-- 






Editinj file: R:HDH«n.5fl 



■W'WB^Win^^ 



insley RC 
lie K 

•ter NJ 



m 37.51 

iil 36.83 
316 63.9 

EG 16,50 



Coming to terms 



If you want to Impress someone, here are a 
lew favourite technical terms that can be 
dropped Into any conversation about 
spreadsheets: 

Cell - A spreadsheet Is made up a small 
boxes where you can actually enter the 
Information. These are set up in columns and 
lines so that you can pick out a particular box 
by referring to column and line numbers. 
Format - You normally have lo tell the 
spreadsheet whether you are going to enter 
numbers or text In a cell (or 'set the format' to 



be really technical). With most spreadsheets 
you have a wide choice of formats such as 
financial, integer (whole numbers) or even 
exponential notation (ie. writing 2,345,000 as 
2.34566 to keep scientists happy). 
Replicating - The ability to copy a formula 
from one column to another and change all 
the celt references to suit. 
Zap - You never seem to delete data from a 
cell, you always zap It. This is presumably 
because they can't think of any other 
command for the keystroke T. 



MINUSES 

▼ Spreadsheet limited to 50k 

▼ Mo graphs 



SUPERCALC 2 

PLUSES 

A Wide range ot fetures 

A Good manual 

A Sorts arithmetically and numerically 

▲ Can store sequences ot commands and 

run them from files 
A Screen can be split into two windows 



RANGE OF FEATURES 5/5 EASE OF USE 

PERFORMANCE 4/5 DOCUMENTATION 

8000 PLUS VALUE VERDICT 5/5 



MINUSES 

V No import or export of data 
▼ No sort facility 



MINI OFFICE 
PLUSES 

A Good print facilities including sideways 

printing 
A Can be used with graphics package 
A Quite easy to pick up 
A Can handle very large spreadsheets to 

300k 



RANGE OF FEATURES 5/5 EASE OF USE 

PERFORMANCE 1/5 DOCUMENTATION 

8000 PLUS VALUE VERDICT 5/5 



readers has always been the number of times the program 
has been modified. Minor changes were always being made 
that made any tip-offs printed a major headache as different 
versions needed completely different handling. 

This causes problems in SuperCalc's main weak spot - 
printing. Some versions seem to use 10 pitch as standard 
and others 1 7 pitch. If you want to change this it can be a 
complicated process involving you in working out escape 
codes - a process many beginners may not relish. 

Your size of sheet is limited by the memory size - 
certainly no more than 50k. This can be irritating for very 
large applications and you must split your spreadsheet into 
parts. 

Verdict - Supercalc is perhaps the best compromise in the 
spreadsheet market. It is quite simple for the beginner and 
yet has enough depth to keep the expert reasonably happy. 

MINI OFFICE PROFESSIONAL 

£29.95 • Database Software (0625 878888) 
• All PCWs (Graphs 8000 only) 

The spreadsheet on Mini Office Professional is only a small 
part of a total integrated package that also includes a 
wordprocessor, database, graphics module and comms 
package. As such it is by far the cheapest available and it 
would be almost churlish to dwel! too long on what is 
missing and rather marvel at how much it does manage to 
cram in. 

In many ways the spreadsheet is like a cut down version 
of Supercalc 2 with all the usual ahthemical functions, 
replication and auto or manual recalculation. It cannot sort at 
all and as you can't import or export you can't do it any other 
way. You can't therefore use it as a database but as Mini 
Office has its own database this seems unimportant. 

Printing features are particularly powerful if you are using 
an 8000 series machines (or a 951 2 with a dot matrix 
printer). You can put columns or lines in italics or even print 
sideways - an advantage over more expensive competitors. 
The sideways printing is particularly useful for big 
applications and as the program claims to be able to handle 
applications up to 320k (in the 8512 or 9512) this could be 
vitally important. 

The lack of import or export seems a major oversight in a 
program linked with a word processor but you can use 
information direct from the spreadsheet to create graphs in 
the graphics package - an easier method than in Cracker. 

As usual the section of the manual covering 
spreadsheets seems to have been written by someone who 
wasn't totally sure what a spreadsheet was used for but you 
should be able to work out most of the functions not fully 
covered by trial and error. Might also be worth reading the 
8000 Plus Mini Office Professional tutorial carefully next 
month. 

Verdict - Certainly a strong possibility to anyone without a 
CP/M wordprocessor and/or a database. Despite its limit- 
ations it would still meet the needs of the average user. ■ 



14 8000 PLUS oaee 




■ 



AMSTRAD ACCOUNTS 

PCW 8256 - PCW 8512 - PCW 9512 

This system is no nonsense, purpose designed, traditional style double entry book-keeping, 
capable ol operating ai any level Irom a simple cash account right up lo a hilly sophisticaled 
feature packed system to handle up to 500 Nominal ledger acounts plus 999 Sales and 999 
Purchase ledger accounts. 

BOOK-KEEPING and ACCOUNTS 

by AG. CtoughF.C.A 
PRICE (including manuals) 

Version 1 book-keeping only £57.50 

Version 2 As V.i plus integrated invoicing £69.00 

Version 3 As V 1 plus invoicing & stock control £80.50 

Write or phone lor delaited information or. as we strongly recommend 
SEND FOR A COMPLETE DEMONSTRATION PACKAGE 

Discs Only With Manual(s) 
Version 1 £5 00 £10.00 

Version 2 £7.00 , £14.00 

Version 3 £8.00 £16.00 

Tnis package.on two discs, programsanddata.coniains the whole unabridged system ready 
louse, less on ly th e facility to sei up Ihe accou ras headings. We have done ihis already , serti ng 
up more than 200 example accounts with representative prime entries for a typical month, 
ready to put to experimental use im mediately alter copying the disc. 
EXPERIMENT WITHIN MINUTES. Having read only lha simple single sheet 
instructions, you can, for example, view any ledger in normal or historic mode, sequentially 
or oy random account, produce statements or payment advices, practise prime entries, study 
a credit control analysis, read or print a Trial Balance and even do a pseudo prolit or loss cal- 
culation for the period. 

To properly understand Hie Invoicing and slock control, and experiment with your own 
invoices, you will need the manual. 

Follow up service avilable. 

ALSO AVAILABLE: ^apartem invoicing £1 9.50 

Independent invoicing and slock control £29.00 

CLUB ACCOUNTS £69,00 

GOLF HANDICAP - Records and revisions £29.00 

Club Accounts offers fuli book-keeping facilities including subscription ledger and bar 
takings control. 

The handincap records system Is suplied free wilh Club Accounts. It implements the latest 
changes in the Standard Scratch Score and Handicapping system 1983 

Manx Tapes, Garey Veg, Glen Auldyn, 
Ramsey, Isle of Man 
Telephone (0624) 813071 



SOFTWARE 



FOR THE SMALL BUSINESS 



▲ CARD-INDEX 



£34.95 Incl. VAT 



Re- Creates a Card-Index System On Your Computer 

Extensive Search and Sort Facilities 

Wide Range of Printing Formats 

Unlimited Applications From a Single Program 

Ideal For Mailing Labels 

A SIMPLE ACCOUNTS £49 95 Incl. VAT 

Book -Keeping Made Easy For The Small Business 

Complete Record of Sales and Purchases 

Comprehensive Range of Printed Reports 

Latest Update on Creditors and Debtors 

Full Information lor Vat Returns 

A JOB ESTIMATING £79.90 Incl. VAT 

Calculates and Prints Estimates and Quotations 

Performs All Arithmetical Calculations 

Gives You Full Control Over Selling Prices 

Maintains Your Latest Cost To Complete 

Reports Your Profit 

A PRODUCT COSTING £79.90 Incl. VAT 

Maintains and Reports Your Manufacturing Costs 

Reflects Any Changes in Component Prices 

Automatic Update of Production Costs 

Records Your Latest Selling Prices 

Reports Your Profit 




H 



ALL OUR PROGRAMS INCLUDE 

STEP-BY-STEP INSTRUCTIONS AND 

INDEFINITE FREE SUPPORT 




Contact Us Now For A Free Information Pack 

CORN IX SOFTWARE L TD 

Spirella Building, Bridge Road, Letchwortn, Herts. SG6 4ET 
Telephone: Letchwortn (0462) 682989 



WORD PROCESSING 



Locoscript II (new edition) .... 

Locospell II 

LocoScript II with LocoSpell . 

LocoMail II 

LocoFont 

Pretext (latest version) 

Pocket Pretext 

Tasword 8000 

TasSpellSOOO 



22.95 

17.95 

.....32.95 

27.95 

17.95 

39.95 

27.95 

.17.95 

11.95 

TasSprint 8000 1 1 .95 

Tas-SignSOOO 24,95 



DESKTOP PUBLfSHiNG, 



The Desktop Publisher 19.95 

The Desktop Publisher with Mouse 59.95 

Stop Press 32.95 

Stop Press with Mouse 64. 9S 

Master Scan 52,95 

Master Paint 14.95 

Master Scan and Master Paint 59.95 

Desktop Organiser and Mouse 64.95 

AMS Mouse and Interface only 39.95 



DATABASE 



dBase II (version 2,41 67,95 

Masterfite 8000 34.95 

Sage Popular Retrieve ., 49.95 

Database Manager At Last Plus 29.95 



SPREADSHEE 



iii. 



Supercalc II . 



.37.95 



THIS MONTH'S SPECIALS 



Mni Office Professional still only 19.95 

Master Scan now onfy 52.95 

Master Pack now only S9 95 



UliP 



9512 Printwheels All UK styles 4.95 

9512 Mu I lis trike Carbon Ribbons ,.,3.25 

9512 Multisrike Fabric Ribbons 3.50 

9512 Dustcover Set (3 piece) 9.95 

B51 2 Multistrike Carbon Ribbons 4.95 

851 2 Multistrike Fabric Ribbons 3.95 

851 2 Dustcover Set (3 piece) 9.95 

Storage Box (holds up to 30 CF2) 9.95 

Artisoft CF2 10 pack 22.95 

5 pack 1 1 .95 
Maxell CF2 (with cases) 10 pack 24.95 



If you don't see it • ASK 



ALL OUR PRICES 

INCLUDE VAT & 

FIRST CLASS POST 



LOCAL AUTHORITY, EDUCATION 

LIMITED COMPANY & EXPORT ORDERS 

WELCOMED 



9512 owners 

Please check the suitability of any title for 

you machine before ordering 



EDUCATIONAL 



1 



School Software Titles 
Better Spelling (age 9-aduit) . 

Magic Maths (age 4-8) 

Maths Mania (age 8-12) 

Better Maths I (age 12-16) ... 

Physics I (age 12-16) 

Chemistry I (age 12-16) 

Biology I (age 12-16) 



1295 
.12.95 
.12.95 
.12.95 

12.95 
.12.95 
.12.95 



ENTERTAINMENT 



Time and Magik 

Bridge Player 2000 

Clock Chesss 88 

Batman 

Brain C lough's Football Fortunes 

Strike Force Harrier 

Tomahawk 

The Pawn 

Starglider 



.11,95 
, 1 1 .95 
11.95 
. 1 1 .95 
. 13.95 
. 14.95 
.14.95 
. 1 7.95 
. 18.95 



ACCOUNTING 



Sage Popular Accounts Plus 

Sage Popular Accounts 

Sage Popular Invoicing .. 
Sage Popular Payroll 



.104.95 
...73.95 
... 52.95 
...52.95 



COMMUNICATIONS 



Sage Popular Chit-Char 
Dial-up 



.. 74.95 
.67.95 



COPY COMM SOFTWARE 

Aytounhill, CUPAR, Fife KY14 6JH, SCOTLAND 
ORDERS TO: COPY COMM, FREEPOST, CUPAR, FIFE KY15 4BR 

TELEX: 76284 TELEPHONE: 033 77 444 FAX: 0334 56306 




QUICKIES! 



Can you do joined-up writing? Can you 
write proper English? New fonts for 
LocoScript 2 and an English tester on test 



WRITE RIGHT! 

£9.99 • Wadd Soft (0253 721303) • All PCWs 

Write Right! is a new addition to The Brain series of 
educational software for the Amstrad PCW, The program 
consists of 24 sets of multiple choice questions which have 
been designed to test and improve (if need be) the student's 
knowledge of the English Language. 

All of the most important aspects of language learning 
are included in the program, such as proper sentence 
construction, punctuation, spelling and vocabulary, There's 
also a very useful set of questions on the first side of the 



wirn ikit! 



Muck of tit follwinj is Uw M»t iwuritt definition of til* idjtctiM flKHDrtBU 1 



<1> lihtu. 

(J) Utiplnunt. 
<3> LhOisbk. 






RANGE OF FEATURES 
PERFORMANCE 



EASE OF USE 
DOCUMENTATION 



BOOO PLUS VALUE VERDICT 5/5 



disc which concentrates on pairs of words which are often 
confused, such as proscribe and prescribe, venal and venial. 
continuous and continual and so on. 

Each side of the disc holds twelve sets of questions. 
Depending on the number you select at the control screen 
(or opening menu), you will be presented with up to twenty 
or twenty-five questions dealing with one of the above 
aspects of the English language. A typical vocabulary 
question is: 

Which of the following is the most accurate definition of 
the noun PANTECHNICON? 

1) Fireworks display 

2) Person trained in more than one science 

3) Large van 

Having made your choice, you then press the appropriate 
number key. Immediately you will be told if your answer is 
correct or not. If it is not, you will be told why it isn't. If it is 
correct, but you're not really sure why. then you have the 
option of pressing the [E] key and a refreshingly simple 
explanation completely devoid of the terminology usually 
much loved by grammarians will be displayed on the screen. 
When you've answered all the questions in that set, your 
final score is shown as well as a percentage mark. 

Write Right 1 promotes practical, modern usage of the 
English language; so you'll be pleased to hear that there 
isn't a single allusion made to the rain in Spain throughout 
She entire program. The program is also quite addictive: at 
times, you get the feeling that you're playing some sort of 
trivia quiz rather than improving your English. You're not 
likely to get bored quickly. But where the program could 
perhaps have done better is in making the questions 
progressively more difficult. 

Still, Write Right! will be of real use to anybody who's still 
at secondary school and to those who feel that their 
knowledge of English grammar is not as sharp as it might 
be. It will also prove an invaluable learning tool for (he 
foreigner getting to grips with the English language. ■ 



LOCOFONT 2 

£19.95 • Locomotive Software (0306 740606) 
• 8000s only 

Locomotive Software have now come up with a second 
batch of new fonts for the PCWs built-in dot matrix printer. 
Supplied on the LocoFont disc are six fonts: a flowing script 
style based on joined-up handwriting, a quaint, ornate Old 
English font ideal for publicising the occasional medieval 
banquet, and four relatively forma!, general-purpose 
typestyles designed for work in small pitches. 

Unfortunately, installing the fonts on your machine is. at 
times, a bit of a tortuous process involving copying the 
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appropriate LocoFont files onto your LocoScript start-up disc 
via Drive M. The installation procedure also involves storing 
the details of the default font within the Printer Defaults 
option. The remaining fonts that you've also transferred will 
be stored in the settings menu for later selection. 

If you're working with an 8256, you may find that, despite 
removing all you can from your startup disc, there is still too 
little space available either on Drive M or on the disc itself: 
the files are compressed to make them as small as possible 
but are still about 11k. Short of adding extra memory there's 
little you can do to remedy the first problem. You can get 
round the second by storing the font tiles on different discs. 

From then on it's all downhill. All the fonts can be used 
for both Draft and High Quality printing in all available 
characters, although it's unlikely that you'll be able to 
appreciate the full effect of some of them in draft. The 
various specialist fonts included on the disc have been 
designed to look their best at 1 5 and 17 pitch and line pitch 
8 (ie. eight lines per inch instead of the usual six) for 
documents which require more lines than normal on a page. 
The Settings menu will hold no more than ten fonts (it you're 
using this batch of fonts with LocoFont Set 1 , for example), 
but it's a simple matter to remove files that are no longer 
required in order to make space for others that are. 

The Penman and Old English fonts are well done though 
the others are unremarkable. It isn't possible to use more 
than one font in a given document; they can only be altered 
from document to document rather than from paragraph to 
paragraph. Overall, though, a nice way to spice up your 
output from LocoScript 2. ■ 



^^^SC-ffl LOCOSCript 2 foryourPCW8256/8512 

||S^|3& The FASTER, BETTER word processor 



i 



• move around documents faster 

• jump straight to the page you want 

• use a huge range of foreign characters 

- including Greek and Russian scripts 

• print mathematical and scientific symbols 

• select standard or new sans-serif typestyles 

• choose from a wide range of extra printers 

• print multiple copies 

• copy discs direct from LocoScript menus 

• use your existing LocoScript documents 



with LocoSpell 

The spelling checker and corrector 



• Check spelling against a Longmans UK dictionary 

• Choose the dictionary which suits your PCW 

- the largest contains over 77,000 words 

• Correct most simple typing mistakes automatically 

• Add a word counter to LocoScript 2 



LocoScript 2 

The new Word Processor for your 
Amstrad PCW 8256/8512 




with LocoSpell 

Se integrated Spelling Checker 8c Corrector 



£ 



LOCOMOTIVE 
SOFTWARE 




Specialist printer support 

with these additional products 



LocoFont 

for ten distinctive typestyles on the 
PCW8256/8512 matrix printer 

Printer Drivers Disc 

for specialist control of many specific printers 

Character Sets Disc 

to personalise how you use your extra printer 

9512 Printwheels Disc 

for accents and special characters on the full range 
of printwheels for the PCW9512 




To: Katy Buchan, Locomotive Software Please send me the following products 



Allen Court, Dorking, Surrey RH4 1 YL □ 

□ 

U 

n 

D 



(0306) 740606 - 24 hours sales line 
From: 

Address: 



Postcode: 
Signature: 



□ 
□ 



8256/8512 LocoScript 2 with LocoSpell 

8256/8512 LocoFont 

8256/8S 12 LocoScript 2 

825678512 LocoSpell for LocoScript 2 

8256/8512 Printer Drivers Disc 

8256/8512 Printer Character Sets Disc 

9512 Printer Drivers and Character Sets Disc 



Q 9512 Printwheels Disc for foreign printwheels 



£34,90 
£19.95 

£24.95 
£19.95 
£14.95 
£14.95 
£14.95 
£14.95 



TOTAL £ 



□ I enclose a cheque payable to Locomotive Software 

□ Charge my Access Card 



J i i_ 



J L 





(0923) 243301 

(24 hour*) 

(6 lints) 

Fax: (0923) 

37946 



AMSTRAD PCW RANGE 

The World's most popular word processor! 

PCW 8000 SERIES 

PCW 8256 - Single drive/256k Memory/VDUr 

Keyboard/ DolMalnx Printer 

Software ...„„„ £325 

PCW 8512 - Same as above bui double drive/ 

512k memory £424 

The latest PCW 9512 
Single Drive- 51 2k Mem ory/VDUrKey board/ 
Daisywheel Printer Software £439 



951 2 SHEETFEEDER 

Now available only from 

RSC price £169 



NEW SECOND DISC DRIVE 

for the 6256 and 9512 from Amstrad 

FD4E115 

[ t Megabyte Drive) 



Amstrad RS232/Cent Interface £45.00 

8256 Memory Upgrade B51 2 P.O.A. 

RSC PCW Printer Extension (8256/8512) £11.00 

(pack includes power extension) 
RSC PCW Printer Extension (9512) £9 50 



DAKTflfax 



By Kemps ton 

Diary - Phonebook - Notepad - Calendar 

* £28 * 



PCW SOFTWARE - DATABASES 



Camsoft Cambase II £30 00 

Sage Remeve £42 00 

Sage Magic Filer E43.00 

Datastore (Digiia) (Version II) £28.00 

Supertype (Digital (Version II) £16.00 

Database Manager (At Last) £18.00 

Ma star file 8000 £29.00 

dBase II £66.00 



Database Manager Plus 
^^^= £25 



WORDPROCESSING 



Tasman Tasword 8000* £16 00 

Tasman Tasprini 8000" £10.00 

Tasman Taspell 8000* £12.00 

Tasman Tas Sign £20.00 

Arnor Protexl £35.00 

Arnor Pockel Protexl £27 00 

Newword II , £43.00 




HUSK DRIVE lUflllMllll 111 




RSC special price £6.50 



SPREADSHEETS PCW 



Amsott Supercaic 2 . 
Cracker II 



£30 00 
£29 00 



GRAPHICS PCW 



Dr Draw.. £30.00 

Dr Graph E30.00 

Electric Studio Video Diajtiser £80.00 



AMX MOUSE PACKAGE 


(with Desktop) 

Graphic Front End-Desk Diary 

Telephone Address Book-Memopad 

Desk Accessories all for 


£48 



PCW DUST COVERS 



Very attractive set. 

Keep your PCW dust free. 

VDU keyboard & Printer £8 65 

(Please specify 8256, 8512 or 9512) 



PCW DESKTOP PUBLISHING 



Fleet Street Editor Plus £38.00 

Electric Sludlo - Newsdesk International £33,50 

The Database Publisher (Software) £20.00 

Database OeeKtoo PublSher {with AMX Mouse) £40.00 

Llghtpenwnh NewnrJetK , £49.00 

Mouse with Newsdeek ..£69.00 

Kerrpslon Mouse ,.„.„ £55.00 

Ketrpi Ion Mouse win fleet Street .£95.00 



STOP PRESS 



DESKTOP PUBLISHING 

13 Fonts, Clip Art. Typesetting, 

Cut & Pasteup, Graphic Design 

NEW IN II . . . £30.00 

STOP PRESS + AMX MOUSE . . . £58.00 



RSC'S SPECIALS 



Amsoft CF2 

Double sided/ 
Single Density 

£18 

for box of 10 



For 20 £17.50 per box For SO £17 per box 

larger quantities - price on application 

The latest verelon of Locoacripl now 

Includes extra fonts and drivers 

RSC PRICE - £20.00 




Locoscript 2 with Loco spell 2 £28.00 

Locospetll [for LOCO script 1) £26.00 

Locospell II £17.00 

LocomaJI I & II £26.00 



Loco Font 

Out now £16 



_ 



ALL PRICES EXCLUDE VAT 

Export, Government & Educational Orders 
Welcome. All enquiries & payments to 
RSC Ltd, 75 Queens Road, Watford 

WD1 2QN 

Telex: 265871 MON REF G, REF CJJ128 

Tel: (0923) 243301 (6 lines) 

Callera Welcome 

All prices subied 10 change without nocice - all goods subject to 

availability 

Carriage Free 

Map Integrated Accounts 

- Sales. Purchase, Nominal Ledgers and Slock Control. Com- 
prehensive Reporting ot Debtors. Creditors. Invoicing Stale 
-wniB. VAT calculate Profit and Loss Accounts and Balance 

Sheet £90.00 

Map Payroll £36.00 

Camsoft Stock Control £36.00 

Camsori Sales Ledger £36.00 

Camsoft Purchase Ledger £36.00 

Cameott Nominal Ledger _ £36.00 

Camsoft Invoicing System £36.00 

PSPN- Sales, Purchase and Nominal £69.00 

PSIS-Stook, Invoicing and S alee £69.00 

PSIL-Stock. Inv. Sates. Purcti A Norn £98.00 

Money Manager Plus £35.00 



DISC STORAGE BOXES 



ACCOUNTS PCW 



Sage Popular Accounts 

- Designed lor Inexperienced users, suitable for cash or credit 
trade. Single program disk, fully automatic sales, 
purchase* nominal ledger. 909 sale** purchase accounts 

£58.00 

Sage Popular Accounts Plus 

- Alt the features of the Accounts program, plus automate 
InvolcXig and Stock Recording £90.00 

Sag* Popular Invoicing 

- For Ihe business with higher than average output of invoice* 
Can be ussd on It own or In conjunction erfth Sage Popular 
Accounts , £42.00 

Saga Popular Payroll 

- Handle* all UK tax codes and N.I. table* MS 00 



r^^ 



AMS 20L 

(holds 21 T disks) 

Perfect Storage 
Box Designed 
and made 
for 3" Disks £9 



Mini Office AxA 

PROFESSIONAL <\p^ 



Value for money 
Five programs £18.50 



by Database 



STOCKMARKET E27 



PCW COMMUNICATIONS 



MODEMS 
Linnet V21/V23 (needs RS232rCentronics Interface) 

- Auto dialing end answering 

- Hayes compatibility 

- 32 names/Number/Store 

- 3 He(> Menus - Seel value £129.00 

WS4000 (Miracle Tech) 

- Auio-Hayee - standard (with connecting cable straight into . 
user port £156.00 

Saga Chlt-Chat Software 

Sage Contra (Chitchat * Linnet Modem) £182 

Sage Chit Cha! software £78 

Dtalup communication i software ... .,„..,.,. £65 



M\MWr 



With MasterScan you 
can reproduce any 
picture on your PCW 
screen - and print it 
out as often as you 
like £45 

Incorporate graphics into packages as The 
Desktop Publisher, Flee! Street Editor Plus am} 
Newsdesk. Send Scanned images vis modem to 
other PCWs anywhere 

A$W paolw 

As well as creating drawings from scratch 
you can load in scanned images from Mas- 
terScan and manipulate them using any of 
MasterPatnrs versatile toots. Then you can 
remove superfluous detail, fine tune Ihe 
drawings using the zoom feature, and add 
text C13 



Mticffi 



MasterScan 
and 

Master Paint 
£50 



kS 



MOUSE 
PAD 

Precise moving 

£5 



PCW GENERAL & UTILITIES 



Mass Easy Labeller £33 00 

Rotate £17 00 

Plan It £18.00 

Oigital Pascal/MT+ £34.00 

Digital C Basic Compiler £34.00 

TasSign £20.00 

lankey Crash Typing £17 00 

Ian key Two Fingers £1700 

Prospell £20.00 

ArnorC. £3800 

Arnor Maxam £38.00 

Personal Tax Planner by Dtgila £20,00 

Business Controller by Digita £65.00 

To.iCh'n'Go E17.00 



9512 

Single Sheet 

Guide 

RSC SCOOP! 



p o 



Al jm-r.ijf!-! P/uimt 

\ / 



£l 



Sturdy aluminum and perspex 

construction 

Available now 

Exclusive Price - £14.95 




Simply The Bestl 
"Margin Maker" 

Single Sheet Guide 

for the 8256/851 2 

£8.75 



DOT MATRIX PRINTERS 



EPSON 

Epson LX800 1S0CPS/80COL £185.00 

Epson EX 800 300 CPS/50NIQ/80 COL £445,00 

Epson EX 1000 300 CPSVSONLQ/136 COL ...£565.00 

Epson SQ2SO0 Ink Jet £875.00 

Epson LQSOG 1S0CPS/S0NLO £295.00 

Epson LQBSO 220 CPS/73NLQ £445 00 

Epson LQ1050 132 COU220 CPS/73NLQ £520.00 

Epson LQ2550 (New in)... £975.00 

Epson DFXS000 (Hi Speed) £1295.00 



NEW IN!! 

FX850 £329 

FX1050 C41S 



is@llr* 

IKliMllKSfUKULHIMlSS 

Star LC-10 Multiloni Primer £167 00 

Slar LC-10 Colour Printer £200.00 

SlarNXlS 120cpS/30nlqn36col . £269 00 

Star LC24-10- Latest 24 pm £275,00 



COPY HOLDERS 



AMSTRAD 

THE NEW AMSTRAD LQ5000 

24 Pin Printer 

RSC PRICE -£360 

DMP4000 i36 col-200cps F/T 50 NLQ £265 00 

DMP3160 80 C0l-160cps F/T NLQ £165.00 

Amstrad LQ3500 24pin £270 00 



DAISYWHEEL PRINTERS 



Juki 6100 20CPS £257 00 

Juki 6200 30CPS , £417 00 

r AMSTRAD PCW 

PRINTER 
MAINTENANCE KIT 




For 8256/851 2 
Remove ink deposits, maintain print quality 
RSC PRICE £14 . 



LASER PRINTERS 



Epson GO3500 £1225.00 

(With 1 year on site maintenance) ...£1325.00 

HP LaserJet II £1595.00 

Panasonic KX-P4450 £1645.00 

Canon Laser L8P Mark II £1595.00 

Canon BHT-D/Bin £2195.00 

Canon 8HT Duplex £2650.00 

Brother HL8 E1695.00 

Star Laser Printer 6 £1495.00 

(Accessories available on request) 

Mallard Basic by Amstrad C9 50 

Programming PCW by Ian Sinclair £7 50 

S by S toLocoscript 1 £4,95 

Desktop Publishing with the Amstrad PCW C9.50 

Locosaipt 2 by Ian Sinclair £9,50 



ACOUSTIC HOOD 
FOR YOUR 9512 PRINTER 
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Up toS 

texlurf 

mstall-br 

Available 
Grey 


©% noise reduction- A ttrac 
id finish -Maintenance free 
mze tinted acrylic perspex 
struts lor smooth access 
inishes— Slack Ash, Magno 
E17S (Hood withoul trolley 
: of other printers please ft 


ive linen 
-Easy to 
Hd with gas 

laand Light 

E12S) 
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1 
RSCL2 (Desktop) RSCLi (Desk clamp) 

£12.00 £12.00 

What every work station ought to have No more 

looking down - or finding important drafts. They 

can be positioned at almost any angle 



PCW RIBBONS (min order 2's) 



QT2 QT5 QT10(or more) 

£4 00 each £3 50 each £3 00 each 

PCW Multistnke Ribbons £5 00 

PCW Colour Ribbons (Slue. Brown, Red. 

Green) £500 

Ribbons tor other Printers 



PCW 9512 RIBBONS 



QT2 QT5 QTIO(ormore) 

£3 35 each £3 15 each £3 00 each 

FOR DAISYWHEEL PRINTER ONLY 
9512 Colour Ribbons (Red, Blue Brown) 
£5 00 



PCW 9512 DAISYWHEELS 



AVAILABLE TYPE STYLES 
Product Code Typeface 



Courier 10 
Recta 10 

Letter Gothic 10/12 
Scnpt 12 
Thesis PS 

Each £5.25 



Prestige Pica 10 
Orator 10 
Prestige Elite 12 
Mini Gothic 15 



Note a selection ol the above are also 

available in French and German typeset 

RSC PRICE -£9.50 



PRINTER PAPER 



80 COLUMN LISTING PAPER Pnc*psrbo« 

11x9.5-2000 1 part plain 60gsm £13 50 

11x9.5 -2000 1 part plain 80gsm £19.00 

11x9.5 -1000 2 part NCR £2150 

A4-2000 1 pari plain 70 gsm £1900 

A4 - 1500 1 par! plain 90 gsm £18 SO 

132 COLUMN LISTING PAPER 

11x14.5-2000 1 part plain 60gsm £17.00 

11x14.5-2000 1 partm/ruledeOgsm £17.50 

For other quantities please ring 



LABELS 


1 Across (1000) 

2 Across (2000) 

USER LABELS 
2 Across (2000) 


Pnca por bo i 
£6.00 


£850 

£13 50 


3 Across (2000) 


£1350 



LEISURE SOFTWARE 



Cyrus Chess £12.00 

Colossus 4 Chess EI4.00 

Batman £11.00 

Tomahawk £13.00 

Scrabble £13.00 

The Pawn C1 7.00 

Trivial Pursuits £14 00 

Head over Heels £11 .00 

Starglider £17 00 

Silicon Dreams £14.00 

Ace £14.00 

Stnke Force Harrier £14.00 

Knight Ore £14.00 

Match Day II £12.00 

Tetris £14 00 

Clock Chess £14.00 

Jinxter £15.00 

Steve Davis Snooker £11 00 



PROFESSIONAL ADVENTURE 

WRITING SYSTEMS (PAWS) 

by Gllsoft£18 
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MINI OFFICE 



COMMS 
A TIME 

Part 7 of the series older than Coronation 
Street: Alec Rae breaks out of Mini Office's 
integrated package and meets the world 
through a modem 



Comms ('communications' using a modem and a telephone line) is a 
world full of vague technical terms and totally inexplicable strings of 
numbers and letters - much like the Mini Office manual, some might 
say. 

Put the two together and logically you should get a complete 
breakdown in communications. And yet strangely enough out of this 
chaos comes order... 



Where to get it 

Mini Office is available from 
Database Software on 0625 
87888S lor £29.95, Of from the 
Special Offers pages in this 
magazine. 



Book a place 
for me 

II you're having trouble with the 
manual, a good instruction 
manual lor Mini Office by John 
Hughes is available from Sigma 
Oft 0625 531035 for £11.95, or 
from our Special Offers pages. 
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Despite all the attempts to hide comms in a cloud of 
obscurity it really is pretty self evident once you get 
into it. And despite the gaps in the Mini Office 
manual it does give you enough to allow you to experiment 
and fill in the gaps yourself. 

Although in reality comms opens up the whole world to 
you, in practical terms most people would find it difficult to 
find a sensible reason to modem text to Australia by 
satellite. The majority of users limit themselves to dealing 
with a bulletin board, a main frame computer linked to a 
telephone line which allows you to access all kinds of 
information, and send and receive messages from other 
users of the bulletin board. 

There are ail sorts of specialised clubs dealing with some 
really obscure subjects but probably the most important 
general bulletin boards are Microlink and Prestel. These 
allow you to access news services, share prices and train 
timetables. You can order a bunch of flowers to be delivered 
or book theatre tickets or hotel rooms. This is where the 
famous E-mail comes into play where you can send and 
receive messages by modem using your own electronic 
'mail box". 

Here comms trouble 

And it's here that you face the main problem with comms - 
the really long complicated commands that you have to 
remember if you are wanting to log on to a bulletin board. 
It seems that anything that can really damage your 





Function keys sel for Telecom Gold 



health (viz. drink, drugs, smoking and comms) all cost 
money. It costs you to buy the modem and the RS232 (the 
interface that sticks on to the expansion port at the back of 
your PCW to allow you to attach the modem cable) and the 
software. Then you have to join the bulletin board, you have 
to pay tor every time you log on and at the end of the day 
you still have your increased telephone bill. 

You can save money by logging on at off-peak times (ie 
outside working hours and especially the middle of the night 
- you can always tell comms freaks by their bleary eyes) but 
most enthusiasts still like to cut down the amount of time 
actually spent on line to a minimum. 

This becomes almost an obsession - an obsession that 
can be eased with some of the clever features of Mini Office. 

The other way of saving money on long distance calls (if 
you are outside London) is to go through a Packet 
SwitchStream. (the mysterious PSS casually mentioned in 
the manual) which allows you to access the bulletin board at 
local telephone rates (for a small connection charge). 

However this really is complicated. To log on to Telecom 
Gold through a PSS, for instance, you have to type in such 
memorable codes as NTLGOLD901TYM [RETURN] and 
A21 9201 00484. You get these in the documentation you will 
receive when you join the bulletin board - it varies according 
to the baud rate settings. 

Strangely enough people have been known to forget 
these, so the Mini Office comms section has come up with a 
neat section to set complicated strings to each of the 
function keys. 

Once set up, you don't have to type in NTLG... etc etc. 
Press the [f1] function key and it appears on screen, just as 
you would do if you used SETKEYS.COM in CP/M. 

Pick a key 

To achieve this is easy. Run Mini Office and cursor on to 
'Communications', When you get the Comunications Menu 
move to the 'Function Keys' options and press [ENTER], 
This gives you a list of the function keys (f1 to f8). Just move 
to (1 and type in the first part of the code ending with an up 
arrow (you get it with [EXTRA] and a semicolon). This acts 
like an automatic return - pressing ft will now print out the 
whole line and [RETURN]. 

Then add each line of code in turn and you can even add 
in your personal box number and codeword (you need a 



Preset systems 
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codeword to get access - so that no-one else can charge up 
hours of access time to your bill). 

Having done this you can save these settings to disc, 
using the save definition' option. It will automatically offer 
you the name SETUP.KEY and simply pressing [RETURN] 
will save these to disc. 

Thereafter every time you want to load these key settings 
just use the Load Definition option in this menu. You will be 
given the choice of all the files the program recognises as 
Set keys type files. 

Obviously if you have more than one bulletin board you 
may want to save a couple of setups under the names 
MICROL.KEY and PRESTEL.KEY for instance, but for some 
reason Mini Office only seems to recognise SETUP.KEY 
when it prints out the list of suitable files. Don't be fooled info 
thinking that you cannot load these files though. If you can 
remember the name, type it in when prompted and it will 
load normally. 



Mini Office 

PROFESSIONAL 





It's parity time 

The next stage is lo set up your RS232 (the box that fits on 
the back) to the correct settings for transfer. This is where 
you enter the twilight zone of baud rates and parities. 
If you are trying to log on to one of the standard bulletin 
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boards you have no problem. There is an option called 
Preset Systems which will automatically set up everything 
for Microlink or TeleCom Gold at 1200/1200. 1200/75 or 
300/300 baud rate. It can also handle Prestel (Viewdata) at 
1200/75, 1200/1200 or 2400/2400 baud rate. 

What these figures mean is the rate at which you can 
transfer information back and forward. The first figure is the 
number of characters you will receive per second and the 
second is the number of characters per second which you 
can send a file at. 

This will depend largely on what baud rates your modem 
can handle and what rates the bulletin board takes but 
generally you will want to have the rate as high as possible - 
although make it too high and you could have problems of 
corruption. 

It is the work of a moment to load the configuration for 
Microlink, TeleCom Gold or Prestel (1200/75 seems the 
most popular) by simply cursoring on to the correct setting 
and pressing [ENTER]. To see the effect you can choose the 
'Configure RS232' option and you will see the baud rate, 
parity, stop bits and so on that have been chosen. 

if you are having to set up for another bulletin board or 
for connecting directly with another modem you may have to 
set this manually. Each of the headings toggles through all 
the options when you press [ENTER], So, for example you 
could pick 9600, 4800, 2400, 1 200, 300 or 75 baud tor the 
receive or transmit rates. The most important thing is to 
make sure everything matches with the setup at the other 
end. 

Again if you have a special setting you can save it (using 
Save Configuration') and load it ('Load Configuration) in 
moments. When saving the program will offer you the name 
CONFIG. CFG and, as usual, this is the only name it seems 
to recognise when it comes to loading. But, of course, if your 
memory is good you can use any name you want. 



The Four Protocols 

The other major concept you must come to grips with is 
what protocol you are using. When you get into the File 
Transfer option you will notice an option asking what 
protocol to use and it toggles between the four options 
Protocols are basically systems of trying to make sure there 
are no mistakes in the data being transferred. 

As all data is transferred by various high pitched squeaks 
and as British TeleCom phone lines often seem to have high 
pitched squeaks of their own, you can stand a risk of getting 
data corrupted in transfer - especially at high speeds. To 
avoid this you can use a protocol (the best known are 
XMODEM and KERMIT - both supported by Mini Office) 
which breaks the text into chunks and then works out a 
check number calculated from the value of all the letters and 
numbers in the chunk. At the other end the receiving 
computer is doing the same thing. After each chunk is 
transferred the two compare figures If they agree you know 
that the data is correct If not they try again until they agree. 

If the computer or bulletin board you are in 
communication with accepts either of these just toggle to the 
suitable option. Otherwise you can use ASCII or Expanded 
ASCII which will allow a 7 bit system to handle 8 bit ASCII 
code numbers. Neither of these has any error checking It is 
vital that both ends of the link are set to the same protocol 

Nice old buffer 

To complete a really slick, money saving operation on line, 
you can make use of the buffer option. This allows you to 
load files into a memory buffer, either to tranfer or receive 
information quickly, and easily without having to go through 
the time wasting processes of having to open files. 

The buffer can be on disc or on M drive and can be 
loaded before you log on. Transmitting from the buffer sends 
the data in an ASCII format along the line and when you 
receive a file it will automatically take it into the selected 
buffer. 

The final option Screen Options is. as the name 
suggests, a method of setting the screen up exactly as you 
want it although it is most useful for setting details like Local 
Echo. In some links when you type in to the computer it 
shows up on the other computers screen but not yours This 
prints out what you are typing on screen and allows you to 
be sure you're not writing gibberish. 

With everything set all you need do is cursor on to the 
Communicate option and dial the correct number with your 
modem. The screen clears and soon you will be in touch 
with the world. ■ 



What you need 

To hook up to On? oulside wortd 
you'll need an RS232 interlace 
(aboul £60) and a modem (abou! 
£100) They are advertised 
mioughoui 8000 Plus You will 
also need to be a member of an 
electronic information servra 
like Presiel or Telecom Gold 
There was a feature on comms 
in Issue 19 Of SO00 Plus (April 
88) and a feaiure on using a 
modem and comms package lor 
home banking appear In this 
issue on page 30 
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- AHENTION - 
AMSTRAD USERS 

BBD Professional Dust Covers offer an exclusive 

range of stylish, top quality protective covers 

for your computing equipment. 

Manufactured Irom lop quality washable nylon, BBD Dust Covers 
have stylish, contrasting piping on all seams. 
I NON-FADE • EASY IRON 



• NON-SHRINK 

• NON-CRACK 

• MACHINE WASHABLE 



I FLAME-RETARDANT FINISH 
I ANTI-STATIC TREATED 
t FULLY GUARANTEED 



AMSTRAD PC W 8256/85 1 2 : £ 1 1 .95 

In light grey with green piping. 3 piece set 

AMSTRAD PCW 95 1 2 : £ 1 3.95 

In ivory with green piping. 3 piece set 

(COST INCLUDES VAT AND P&P) 



A hide range of 
primer covers is 
also available, at 

prices starling Irom 
QMLV E5.M! 
Money-bach 
guarantee il nol 
completely satisfied! 




DUST 

'COVERS 

Sheer Perfection in Computer Protection 

TEL: 0257 422968 EXT. N0.32 FAX: 0257 423909 

Personal Callers and Dealers Enquiries Welcome 



OEPT32 

The Standish Centre, 

Cross Street, ! 

Standish, ^^» 

Wigan WN6 OHQ '■"-' 



DAAT OTIiTOMTD 



THE ULTIMATE POOLS PREDICTION PROGRAM 

• MASSIVE DATABASE Pootswinner us a sophisticated Pools 
prediction aid, It comes complete with the largest database 
available - £3000 marches over 10 years, 

• PREDICTS K<X hist SCOREDRAWS, but AWAYS. HOMES 
and NO SCORES 

• SUCCESSFUL SELEC miajraniee that Poolswumer performs 
significantly better than chance 

• ADAPTABLE Probabilities are given on every fixture 
choose as many selections as you need for your bet. The 
precise prediction formula can be set by the user - you can 
develop and test your own unique method. 

• SIMPLE DATA ENTRY AH team names are ui the program. Simply typetn the reference 
numbers from the screen. Or use FDCGEH to produce fixture list automatically (see below), 

• LEAGUE AND NON-LEAGUE All English and Scottish League teams are supported. 
and also the non -league sides often used on pools coupons. 

• PRINTER SUPPORT Full hard copy printout of data if you have a printer 
PRICE £18.00 (all inclusive) 





FIXGEN88/9 



AT LAST No more struggling for hours to get the 
fixture list truo the computer. FIXGEN has been 
programmed with all English and Scottish League 
fbmiies for 198&B9 Simply rype in the date, and the full fixture list is generated 
in seconds. Fully compatible with Poolswinner Yearly updates available 
POOLS WINNER with FIXGEN £19.50 (for both) 



COURSEWINNER 



V3 



NOT PJCT A TIPSTER 
PROGRAM, Coursewinner 
V3 car, be used by experts 
THE PUNTERS COMPUTER PROGRAM md occasional punters akke 
You can develop and Test yam own unique winning system by adjusting the 
analysis formula, or use the program in simple mode. Goursewiluter V3 uses 
statistical analysts of major factors including past form, speed ratings, course 
statistics, prize money, weight, going, trainer and jockey form etc, etc. It 
outputs most likely winners, good long odds bets, forecasts, tncasts etc. The 
database includes vital course statistics for all British courses. You can update 
the database never goes out of dale . HILL PRINTER SUPPORT. 
PRICE £ 18.00 (all inclusive) include. Flat AND National Bra! vesxioiu. 



AVAILABLE FOR 

All supplied on tape 



AMSTRAD CPCs 
BBCs 
,. _ a „ . , COMMODORE 61 128 

(Automatic Comrerson to disc) sPECTSliM 



AMSTRAD PCW 
DISCS ... EM Formal 

,,..,,„, COMMODORE AMIGA 

(Add £3.00 atari st 



Send Cheque&POs for 
return of post service to . 



Mil TWAkl phone 24 hrs 

62 ALTMNCHAM RD. GATLEY, CHEADLE, CHESHIRE SX8 4DP. S 061-428 7425 

i Send foi full !ist of our software I 
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FLIPPING MAGIC 

Split your PCW into two! Rob Ainsley (only half-schizophrenic) does a 
double take at Flipper 



FLIPPER 

£24.95 • Software Imperatives (0453 886931) 
• 9512s, 8512s and expanded memory 8256s 

The PCW was originally conceived as a LocoScript only 
machine. Rather than have users fiddling about running an 
operating system and then a word processor, LocoScript is a 
self-starting disc: you switch on and put it in. Simple. 

The problems start when you also run CP/M programs 
(which means everything else). LocoScript won't run by the 
side of your database, spreadsheet, games, desktop 
publishing program, or utilities. To get from one to the other 
means resetting the machine (an extremely time consuming 
exercise) and also means you can't transfer data directly 
from one environment' to the other. 

So enter Flipper. New software house Software 
Imperatives have devised an installation program which can 
split your PCW into two, enabling you to run CP/M and 
LocoScript 2 side-by-side, switching back and forth by 
pressing [SHIFT] [EXTRA] [EXIT], the command which 
normally resets the machine. 

Suppose you need details from your database to be 
included in a LocoScript document. You run up CP/M as 
normal, insert your Flipper disc and type FLIPLOC1, Follow 
on screen prompts and insert a LocoScript disc. You must 
leave at least 256k of space on the M drive (LocoSpell is out 
of the question) or Flipper has no space to run CP/M on the 
side. 

Flipping away from you 

LocoScript starts up as normal. Pressing [SHIFT] [EXTRA] 
[EXIT] now flips you straight back to the CP/M screen you 
just left, and [SHIFT] [EXTRA] [EXIT] again puts you 



CP/M Plus Anstrad pic 

u 2.1, 61K IP A, 1 disc drive, Slu/Centroni 

A>flipcpdl 

FLIPPER v 1.0 

<C> Andy Hilton 1988 

Serial no: 123456789 ABCDEF 

FLIPCPM1 

This progran flips between two CP/M 

environments. Hit STOP to abandon 
or any other key to continue, 

f 

Please wait. . . 

Press SHIFT, EXTRA and EXIT together. 

FLIPPER is now installed. 

Pressing SHIFT, EXTRA 8 EXIT together 
flips you between CP/M Ei3 and cP/M Hi]. 
¥qu are currently in CP/M til. 



Anyone who uses LocoScript and a CP/M program must have faced 
the problem sometime. You want to look up an address in your 
database to insert in the letter you're writing. So you have to leave 
LocoScript, run up CPM. run up your database, write down the 
address, reset the machine, re-run LocoScript, get into your letter 
again, find the piece of paper you wrote the address on... 

Wouldn't it be nice if you could just flip between the two at the 
touch of a button? Well now you can, with Flipper. 



immediately back to the 
LocoScript screen you left. You 
have to press [f7] 'Change discs' 
here to complete anti-crash 
procedures. The amount of free 
space shown on the M drive 
drops sharply and several 
'hidden' files appear, showing 
that the CP/M environment on 
the side has been set up in the 
space that's apparently 
disappeared. 

From now on you can 
proceed as normal, editing 
documents, saving, deleting and 
renaming files, formatting discs 
etc. and at any time just flip over 
to CP/M, where you can also 
proceed with the normal _ 




Press SHIFT, EXTRA and EXIT together. 

Ihis is CP/M till, It has wore M: 
irive space than CP/M til, and can 
run Stop Press" 1 safely. 



Will they get on? 



Ripper works with LocoScript 2 but it's best 
to assume that it will not work with 
LocoScript 1. If you have an 8000 and haven't 
bought LocoScript 2 yet, you'll need it If you 
want to run Flipper. It seems to work fine with 
alf versions of LocoScript 2 Including 
Urdu/Arabic and Welsh variants (and of 
course with LocoScript on the 9512, which Is 
LocoScript 2.11). 

As for CP/M, there is no problem with 
word processors, databases, spreadsheets, 
BASIC, graphics or desktop publishing 
programs. Problems will occur with games - 
if a game doesn't respond to [SHIFT] [EXTRA] 
[EXIT] (Scrabble, for example) ft won't work 



under Flipper. Also, you can't run the Ripper 
Installation programs from within an 
application (the 'No file' menu of NowWord, 
for example) or with a debugger in memory, 
RSXs installed (eg. with WriteHandMan) or 
horn a SUBMIT file. 

The big exception to all this Is Mini Office. 
Unfortunately you just can't run Flipper with It 
- it refuses to be fooled by any of Flipper's 
ruses and attempts to flip are fruitless. Still, 
as Mini Office is an integrated suite by itself 
including its own database, word processor, 
graphics package etc. you've less need to flip 
out of ft. 
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ONTEST 



Disc nanagenent. Printer idle. 

>Create new docunent E=Edit document P=Print document D=Direct print 
fl=Aetions f2=Disc f3=Fiie f4=Group f5=Docufient f6=Settings f7=Disc 



Using none 
ing F=Fi 1 1 M=Mi 

change fB^Qpt 



Drive ft: . Drive B: not fitted Drive M: 

G48k used 58k free 104 files Ok used Ok free files 264k used 3Sk free 7 fi 



group 640k group 4 Ok 

group 1 6k group 5 Ok 

group 2 Ok group B Ok 

group 3 Bk group 7 Ok 



HUM 11111 MEMOS 

group! Ok LABELS 

LETTERS Ek IHUOICE 

MANUSCRP Ok MAILSHOT 



group 1 3 files A; group 3 1 files HiSrSIEH 6 fil 
3 limbo files linbo files limbo files 



TVPE .824 6k 



USEDPCH .825 6k 

USEDPCH .BflK Ek 

ZZZ . 2k 

222 .DOC 2k 



FILOFAX ,1 



FILOFAX .2 
TEMPLATE. STD 



SENSIBLE.DOC 



functions there. Every time you flip you get back where you 
left off in the other 'environment 1 . 

You now have two memories, effectively closed off from 
each other, but if you save a file to disc in either CP/M or 
LocoScript it will be accessible from the other. For example. 
if your database lets you export data, you can select all 
debtors' names and addresses, save them to disc, flip 
across to LocoScript and insert the names and addresses 
immediately into a document with 'insert text'. Conversely, 
saving an ASCII file of LocoScript data to disc and flipping to 
CP/M would enable you to use that data immediately in your 
database or spreadsheet [if they can import data). 

An alternative program FLIPLOC2 makes the space for 
CP/M to run in larger than the space for LocoScript, and is 
useful for running large CP/M applications. It does squeeze 
LocoScript very tightly indeed though. 

Flip into something more comfortable 

There's a similar utility to split your PCW into two CP/M 
environments. This would let you run Pretext, perhaps, and 
SuperCalc 2. for example, side-by-side, switching between 
them with [SHIFT] [EXTRA] [EXIT], As above, you return 



Public health warning 



Flipper is nothing to do wllb Locomotive, who 
wrote both CP.'M and LocoScript - in fact they 
were quite surprised to learn that flipping was 
possible! 

So, while it seems to work fine on 
currently available variants of LocoScript 2, 
there's no guarantee it will work on future 
versions If Locomotive should decide to 
rewrite the program (to incorporate new 
features or to make it more efficient). And il 
Locomotive were ever to bring out an add-on 
to LocoScript - a database program, say, just 



for the sake of argument - that probably 
would not work with Flipper either. 

A plea Irom Locomotive: please don't ring 
them asking for technical advice on Flipper, 
as it isn't one of their programs. As far as 
they're concerned it's an Interesting little 
program but not part of the real 'LocoScript 
family'. In particular they were worried about 
possible damage to the printer head if the two 
environments 'thought' the print head was at 
different places. 



FLIPPER 

PLUSES 

A Quick, simple, easy lo use 
A Can save a lot of time and contusion 
A LocoScript 2/CP/M or GP/M/CF/M 
A Works with most CP/M programs and 
BASIC 



MINUSES 

▼ Won't work with Mini Office or some 
games 

▼ FUPSAVE doesn't really work on 8256 

▼ You must be carelul of hardware when 
flipping ie. slate of printer or disc drive 



m 



RANGE OF FEATURES 2/5 EASE OF USE 

PERFORMANCE 4/5 DOCUMENTAT 

8000 PLUS VALUE VERDICT 4/5 
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with the document or spreadsheet exactly 
as it was when you left it. One of the 
CP/M environments you have is a bit 
larger than the other, and is big enough 
to run most programs (Stop Press for 
instance). To remind you where you are 
the prompt for the larger environment, 
CP/M[ii], is a with a double angle 
bracket. 

A utility program with Flipper lets you 
save your currently dormant 
environment' - ie. if you're in the middle 
of a complicated Cracker spreadsheet 
and it's time to go to bed, you flip over to 
the other CP/M environment and 
FLIPSAVE. This saves the CP/M you've 
just left in its current state to disc as a 
very large file (possibly too big for an A 
drive disc on an 8000). However, the advantage is that next 
morning, you run up Flipper again and use the FLIPLOAD 
utility to restore the situation you saved last night to the 
other CP/M environment. After about 30 seconds you can 
flip across to the other CP/M environment and there is your 
Cracker spreadsheet (or database or desktop publisher in 
mid-page makeup) exactly as you left it last night. 
This would be useful if you want a particularly 
complicated program used by non-computerate operators. 
All they have to do is FLIPLOAD your saved situation and 
they can carry on entering data or whatever without having 
to battle through to that part of the program by themselves. 
For programs that don't work with Flipper's FLIPCPM1 
program, a special emergency program FLIPCPM2 is 
supplied. It creates two CP/M environments as above, but 
the PCW is fooled into thinking that one of them is an 8256 
(even on a 9512) and any program (almost, see the box) 
which works on an unexpanded 8256 works in this 
environment. It's a bit trickier to set up, and so FLIPCPM1 is 
the program you'd use normally. 

Another utility FLIPKILL is supplied which allows you to 
return the PCW to its one-machine state, so that [SHIFT] 
[EXTRA] [EXIT] will reset the machine as normal. 

Many a flip... 

Because Flipper does some extraordinary things, there can 
be odd side effects of using it. If, for example, you flip while 
the disc motor is running (just after reading something from 
disc perhaps) the motor will continue to run indefinitely, and 
maybe even crash. If you tried to flip while in the middle of 
printing, you'd be asking for trouble - and damage to the 
print head. You'd have to reset the print head after each flip. 

Another odd thing that can happen is if you FLIPKILL 
after running your 'bogus 8256' in FLIPCPM2. Your PCW is 
now as normal but is convinced it's an 8256 until you restart 
it. meaning you can't access 256k of memory. Also, you may 
find SETKEYS doesn't work as expected if you run it after 
installing Flipper, and running FLIPCPM2 can generate 
spurious [EXITjs when you flip, which could prove a 
nuisance in the program you flip to. A utility is supplied 
which should clear up any problems but doing anything like 
redefining the [EXIT] key in your SETKEYS file would be 
asking for trouble, Finally. Flipper needs an empty M drive to 
start oft with and will clear out whatever's there when it runs, 
though of course you can put what you like in there once 
Flipper is installed. 

If you are happy to do everything from within LocoScript, 
you won't need to worry about CP/M and Flipper won't 
change your life. However, regular users of LocoScript and 
even one CP/M program will find it very useful. The time and 
trouble it saves will make it well worth the investment, and it 
certainly seems to be unique. ■ 



.^JXTHE BEST IN THE WEST - PLUS ! ! ! 

\MnJ THE WEST OF BRITAIN BUSINESS SERVICES 



COMPUTERS 

AMSTRAD PCWS t FREE Dlsr storage 
box St 3" disc containing 
daiabase. graphs park, psychological 
rest + games etc. 

PC'i HUM Compats] Arnstrad. Sampling, 
Opus, Sanyo, Sylron 286 and 386 a I 

i umpalibles. also OmnnicKlore, 
Acorn, Atari, Canon. 

We arc now registered dealers for (and 
users oil The PCI I Ten Super Turbo- 
[IHM Cornpai.) ■ tlemo's by arrange- 
ment Phone for prices/large SAE for 
details 

PORTABLE PC'S Arnstrad PPC, Micro 
I* Plasmii & Cam bridge t-aptop Z8S 

FRUITERS i on re in all shapes and sues 
lo sub the job you have in mind = nr 
your pocket] We can supply 9 to 24 Pin 
and 

Dalsywhcels through to lasers: - Citizen 
(with their 2 year guarantee), Arnstrad 
mrlmiiug [lie U)3500. Kpsoui, .Juki. 
Canon, Micro P. Panasonic. QMS, Data 
Inducts. Hewlett Parkard Impact 
Systems, Linotype plus I liitachi and 
Sekonlc plotters and one or two more. 

We strive hard to be the friendliest and 
niosl helpful place around with low 
prires and fast despatch with after - 
sales support thai will bring you back 
for more. 

PCW HARDWARE 

PCW825B 2nd 3-drtvc £124.95 

PCW95I2 2nd 3" drive (FIM) 129 95 

Memory Upgrade to 5 1 2 

P.O. A 

Buy either of the above and 2 disc drives 

plus the memory 

upgrade and wc deduct £5.00 from the 

total 

Pace 5.25" 2nd disc drive - We now 
specialise m Ihe PACK drive produced 
especially for the PCW with Its own buill 
in interface- Cnmes wlih free TDOS & 
external power supply. Very easy lo lit. 
We use one for data transfer from 

PCW/PC/PCW 184.95 

Timatic 20MH PCW hard disk ...599.95 

ACC 20MB PCW hard disk 599.95 

Cany you PCW shoulder bag 27.95 

Games Interface + Joystick (phoncJ24.95 
Kempston joystick Interface only . 14.95 
Mouse mats - keep your 

rodent clean... ,, ,..,, 4.95 

S.C.A, serial/parallel Interface - New - 
with real time 

clock! 54.95 

Artisoft HS232 Interface 54.95 

Pare I1S232 ser/par Interface 54.95 

Spike Protector In 3 Pin Plug 1 1.99 

Spike protector in 4 way strip ..... 59.99 
I>ala switches - Run 2 printers from one 
computer or share one printer bel-ween 
two computers 41.95 

MODEMS 

PACE BUNDLED PACKS 
FOR THE PCW 

Nightingale* Interface* Cable 149.95 

Unnet+lnterface+Cable 194.95 

Series Four 1200's+lnlcrface 399.95 

Series Four 24003+lnlerface 489.95 

PACE - MODEMS ONLY 

Nightingale manual. V21/V23.. 94.50 
Unnct Intelligent. V21/V23 .... 149.95 

Series Four2l23S 259.50 

Series Four 120OS 379.95 

Series four 2400S. V22 6r V22bis469.95 

MIRACLE TECHNOLOGY MODEM 

WS2000. Manual dial Modem,.,. 108.70 

WS4000TCW, c/w Interface 169.95 

WS.1000 Proresslnnal Modem ...285.00 
WS3000 Professional Modem. V224 75.00 
WS:)000 Professional. 22bis 599.95 



WS3000 was Peripheral Of The Year' In 
1986 British Microcomputing Awards 
lothcr types/ models also available) 

BBD DUST COVER SET 

This exceptionally high quality 3 piece 
dust cover sei is waterproof and antistatic, 
can be washed and ironedl tlrcre 

arc no others like It 1 1.95 

Please Slate Model When Ordering 

DISCS 

CF2 3' Amsoft /Panasonic x 10 22.95 

CF2 3" Amsoft /Panasonic x 5 11.95 

3.5" ALhana DS/DD Discs X 10 15.95 

5.25" Xldex DS/DD x 10 7.49 

5.25' Xldex DS/DD Discs x 25 15.99 

5.25 Xldex DS/DD Discs x 50 29.49 

5.25' Xldex DS/DD Discs x 100 54.95 

[That's less than 55p each all ln]| 
5.25 Maxell DS/DD Discs x 10 17.75 

DISC STORAGE 

DS10 OK 3" (Holds 10) 5.25 

D540L CF2 3' (Holds 281 lockable ....9.75 
CT 3100 3" II lolds 50/60) lockable 1 1 .75 

DS40L 3 5" (Holds 40) lockable 9.75 

CT -3100 3.5" (Holds 1001 lockable .11.75 

CT 5070 5.25" (I lolds 70) lockable 9.75 

DS 1001, 5.25" (Holds 100] lockable 11.75 

PRINTER RIBBONS 
PCW 8256 Fabric [14m length) x 2 ... 7.49 
PCW 8256 Carbon Mulllslrike x 2 .... 7.49 
PCW 9512 Carbon Mulllslrike x 2 .... 6.99 

PCW9512 Mew Fabric type x 2 6.99 

*Many other ribbon types avalablc* 

COMPUTER PAPER 

Prices On Applicadon 
9.5" x 11 I Plv Plain 
9.5" x 11" 2 MV Plain 
9.5" x 1 1 3 Ply Plain (boxed 7001 

14.5" x 1 1" 1 Ply Plain -premium 

14.5" x 1 1 1 Ply Plain -music ruled 

premium 

14.5" x 1 1" I Ply Plain-computer bond. 

14.5" x 112 Ply-music ruled OTC 
14.5" x 1 1" 3 Ply-music ruled OTC 
14.5" x 1 1" 4 Ply music ruled OTC 

14.5'x 1 1" 2 Plv -music ruled CL.T 
14.5" x 1 1" 3 Ply-music ruled CLT 
14.5" x 1 1" 4 Ply -music ruled CLT 

15 5/16" x II" 1 Ply Plain premium 

15 5/1 6* x 1 1" I Ply m/n premium 

15 5/ 16" x 1 1" 1 Ply m/r=computer bond 

15 5/ 16" x 11" 2Plym/rOTC 
15 5/16" x 11" 3Ptvm/rOTC 
15 5/ 16" x 1 1 4 Ply m/r OTC 

15 5/ 16" x 1 1" 2 Ply m/r CLT 
15 5/16" x 11 3 Ply m/r CLT 
15 5/ 16" x 11" 4 Ply m/r CLT 

COMPUTER ADDRESS LABELS: 

One wide with sprocket holes 
Two wide - with sprocket holes 
Three wide with sprocket holes 

FORMS SUITABLE FOR SAGE 
2 Ply Paysllps 

1 Ply Stalcmeni 

2 Ply Statmcnt 

OTHER MULTI- PURPOSE FORMS 
AVAILABLE 

If you own machines other than the 
Arnstrad PCW (or would like lo) please 
telephone us for prices and availabillly of 
supplies. We now trade in over 4,500 
lines of stock spread over a wide variety of 
machines and olfice products generally. 

IF WE CAN HELP WE WILL. 



■TROJAN UGHTPENS- 

■rew -Cadmastcr (new versionl 27,95* 

"PC Cadmasler (new-Ju si out) 15.95* 

■C PC- Cadmastcr 17.95* 

■CHM Plus4/C 16 Cadmasler 17.95* 

■CUM 64/128 Cadmaster 17.95* 

•Spectrum * 3 Cadmasler 21.95* 

■Sperlrum + 2 Cadmasler 17.95* 

•Spec. 48/ 128k CadmastCT 17.95* 

•The Lasl Word Cassette 12.95* 

The i-asi Word ,T Disc 17.95* 

•Graph-Pro Pack - Cassette 27.95* 

■Graph Pro Pack 3" Disc 35.95* 

"••••TRADE ENQUIRIES WELCOMED 

SOFTWARE 
WORD PROCESSORS 

Protext Full system: Wordproccssor/ 

Spellchecker/ Mailmerge 39,75 

Prolcxt filer [needs Protexl) 21.75 

Protcxt Office [needs Pretext) 27.95 

Pocket Protexl 27.75 

LoroeomlHi [Locoscrtpl & Spell) 29.75 

Locoscript 11 ,. 17.75 

Locomall I or II 2S.75 

Tasword 8000 17.75 

Tas-Slgn 23.95 

Tasprtni 8000 11 75 

INTEGRATED SYSTEMS 

Mlno Office Professional System ..... 19.95 

Saxun Micro Collection 5 l*rograms 

In orie pack excellent value 39.95 

SPREADSHEETS 

Supercalcll 39.75 

Cracker II 38.75 

Cracker II Turbo 44.75 

DATABASES 

Masterflle 8000 .34.75 

Delta 1 .25 69.75 

dBase II 69.95 

"dBase II Made Easy" - book... 14,95 

ACCOUNTS 
If you are unsure exactly which package 
you need for your panirular business 
please phone and we will describe the 
strengths and weaknesses of the various 
packages In clear Jargouless terms bul 
leave you to decide. 



Meridian Slockmarket 34.75 

Money Manager Plus - For personal use or 

small businesses 29.75 

Comix - Simple Accounts Plus 39.95 

Comix - Job Estimating 39.95 

Combt • Product Costing 39.95 

Diglta Tax Planner 19.95 

Diglta - Business Controller 79,95 

Micro Simplex VAT made simple ...87.75 
Micro Simplex Micro i>ub Stock ....87.75 

COMPACT ACCOUNTS 

Accounts 165.75 

Accounts Plus 192.50 

Payroll 77.95 

Daybook (and olhersj 54.95 

CAMSOFT ACCOUNTS:- 
PSIL -Integrated. Stock/Inv./Salcs/ 

Pvirrh/Nom 97,75 

PSPN INT. Sales/1'uri-h/Nom 73.45 

PPay Payroll (and others] 37.25 

SAGE ACCOUNTS: - 

Popular Accounts ..... 79.00 

I'opular Accounts Plus 104.00 

Popular Accounts Super 149,00 

Popular Payroll (and othersl 59.50 



MAP ACCOUNTS:- 

[ntegrated Accounts 99,75 

Payroll (and othersl 49,50 

DTP AND GRAPHICS 

Slo p Press and AMX Mouse 64 .95 

AMX Stop Press 32,75 

Desktop Pub& AMX Mouse 59.75 

Desktop Publisher 22 75 

Master Palm 17.75 

Master Scan , 55.75 

Master Pack |Scau« Palntl 62.75 

Kempston Mouse (the best! 64.95 

UTULITIES 

Morale Sideways lYInltng ...19.75 

Arnor Maxam II 52.75 

Amor C Compiler (also 61281 33.25 

Borland Turbo Pascal 49.75 

IIISOFT- The Knife Excellcnil 18.75 

Dlaltip Communicallons Software 67.75 
Diglta Supcrtypell 21.75 

TRAINING 

REELTTME 
fop quality training course nil disc will] 
inslruclion audio tape. 

PCW9512 -Locoscript It 29.75 

PCWS256/8512 Locuscripl 29.75 

PCW8256/8512 Locoscripl II 29.75 

CP/M Computing learn properly , 29.75 

Supercede ll 29.75 

dBase 11 29.75 

IANSYST 

Crash course In typing begiruiers.. 19.95 
Two finger In louch typing 19.95 

KOSMOS - LANGUAGE TUTORS 

The French Mislress 16.75 

The German Master 18.75 

J rhc Spanish Tutor 16.75 

The Italian Tutor 16.75 

EDUCATIONAL (C FUN! 
KOSMOS 

Animal. Mineral, Vegetable 1 1.70 

World Wise 1 1.70 

Personal Excellence Pack 19.75 

TOPOLOGUfA 

Yes Chancellor 9.75 

Countdown to Doom 9.75 

Return to Doom 12.75 

Philosopher's Quesl 9,75 

Arhelon ...,, ,,.... 9.75 

Kingdom of Hamll. 9.75 

Olantkillcr 14.50 

SCHOOL SOFTWARE 

Belter Spelling - age 9 - adult 10.95 

Magic Maths age 4 ■ 8 10.95 

Mains Mania age 8 - 12 10.95 

Better Maths - age 12 16 10.95 

Physics ■ age 12 - 16 10.95 

Chemistry - age 12 16 10.95 

Biology • age 12 ■ 16 10.95 

LEISURE 

Heathrow Traffic Control and Southern 

Belle [Train Simulation) -. 15.75 

Tetxis 15.75 

Time and Maglk 1 1.95 

Strike Force Harrier 14.75 

Guild of Thieves 19.75 

Living Daylights 11.75 

lirian Clougll's Fool ball Fortunes ... 13.75 

Bounder 13.95 

Clock Chess 88 the strong one 13.75 

Cyrus II Chess great graphics 13.75 

Colosuss IV Chess • very strong 13,75 

Batman 1 1,75 

the Pawn 17.75 

Scrabble 15.75 

Trivial Pursuit 15.75 

A.C.E. Flight Simulator 14.75 

Tomahawk 14.75 

Siarglider 18.75 

Head Over Heels 12.50 

Jewels Of Darkness 15.95 

Hitchhiker" s Guide To Galaxy 18.75 

Leather Goddesses Of Phubos 18.75 

Hollywood Hljlnx 17.75 

Falrlight 2 14.75 

Bridge Player 2000 1 1.75 



If you see anything we sell being sole! cheaper elsewhere phone us before you buy - Prices etc subject to availability. 

Prices include VAT. Postage is free - there is nothing more to add! 

Telephone lines open 1pm - 7pm MON-WED / IPM-5PM FRIDAY / 9AM-IPM SAT. 

WEST OF BRITAIN BUSINESS SERVICES deft 8/ 10, 

CAPEL TOBI, FFAIRFACH, LLANDEILO, DYFED. SA19 6PR 

Telephone: (0558) 823782 
Cheques/ P.O.s payable to 'IV.B.B.S.' - PLEASE SIS IK YOUR MACHINE TYPE. 






CASE IN POINT 



There are plenty of stories that coufd be told about Jeffrey Archer - 
his rise and fall and rise in business, his ups, downs and 
subsequent ups in politics, his legal battles with and victories over, 
the tabloids... 

This isn't about any of them. It's about Archer the writer, a 
successful novelist who never wrote a word until he was 34, a 
longhand-only man who was suspicious of this computing business 
but has found, much to his surprise, that the PCW has become an 
invaluable part of his writing process. 



Jeffrey Archer doesn't do things by halves. He doesn't 
just have a working flat in London, he has a luxury 
tenth- floor riverside apartmenf with sweeping views of 
the City; it begs the sort of description that would bring tears 
to the eyes of even a hardened Estate Agent. The Houses of 
Parliament are just over the water, so close you can almost 
hear the cries of 'Order' wafting across. There are two PCW 
9512s, one each to a large table on which several piles of 
neatly arranged correspondence and manuscripts lie. 

It was a sunny August morning, and he'd put aside some 
of his day to talk to 8000 Plus. Everything about an Archer 
interview is very brisk and businesslike - the telephone rings 
constantly, secretaries and assistants go to and fro asking 
him what to say to the lady on the phone or what to tell the 
man in Korea - but it's all under control. When he answers 
your questions, Archer doesn't fudge, or hesitate, or erm or 
ah. He gives the impression of a man who knows the 
answers before you've asked the questions. 

How it started 

8000 Plus: What was your writing background - did you 

write when you were young? 

Jeffrey Archer: No, not at all I didn't write a word until I was 

34. 1 suppose English was always my favourite subject at 

school, though, and I used to be in the school play every 

year. 



■ 




The story goes that after the business collapse left you 
penniless, your comeback began with the writing of 
your first novel. Given the unrewarding nature of writing 
financially, wasn't it a strange thing to do to try and 
make money? 

It's one of the great myths that I wrote Not a Penny More, 
Not a Penny Less to make money. That's not the case. In 
fact, I wrote it to exorcise myself of the disaster I'd suffered 
in business, I needed to work, and I found that writing a 
novel was the best way I could make myself work. The first 
half of the book is autobiographical, the second half 
invention. 

Whose idea was it? 
Totally my own. 

How did you sell the idea to the publishers? Who made 
the first approach? 

I talked to Deborah Owen, a literary agent I knew, and she 
kindly agreed to read the manuscript. 

She had seventeen refusals from publishers before it 
was finally accepted. It was a complete surprise to us all 
when it became a best-seller. 

How easy was it to write a book, never having written 
before? 

There was no magic formula - it was very hard work indeed. 
Harder than anything else I've ever done. I had a strict 
regime - I used to get up at six in the morning, work for two 
hours, have a break, work for two hours, have a break, and 
so on, until I went to bed. The problem is, each book seems 
to get harder. 

How many rewrites were needed? 
There were ten drafts, all of them handwritten and then 
typed up by a secretary on an electric typewriter. I did 
corrections in pencil on each draft and then got it fully re- 
typed 

Matter of honour 

What makes you continue to write books? 

I certainly don't do it just for the money - 1 think it's the 
desire to work, and of course I like the results. 

Politics is and always has been my profession, I'm a 
politician first and a writer second, though the writing earns 
the money, if you like. 

I always stick to the same publishers - I don't like to 
change. I have a long term relationship with Hodder and 
Coronet, who publish my books in England. 

Does the whole business of having to keep finding new 
things to write ever get you down? 
No,, not at all. I'm 48 now, and I've never been cynical. I 
can't take cynicism in people. Life's too short. 

What about marketing and advertising? 

Marketing and advertising only counts for about three 
weeks. After that it depends on the book. No amount of 
advertising will sell a bad product, and the same holds for 
books. The public decide to buy the next one because they 
liked the last one. 

The standard question - where do you get your 
inspiration? 

Imagination, talent, luck, call it what you will - I think it's 
something you either have or haven't got. I always have the 
next three or four plots of my book or plays mapped out in 
my head. 

Plot is everything. You can't write without knowing 
exactly where the story is going, and I always make sure I 
have the plot complete before I start writing. Then I do the 



26 8000 PLUS Ocibb 



CASE IN POINT 



NOT A PCW LESS 

Rob Ainsley talks to Jeffrey Archer about his writing... and his PCWs 



first draft. I newer know what's on the next page, and I think 
that's good, because neither does the reader. Looking 
through the first draft I might then pick out some things 
which don't tie up - I marry this chap off in chapter eight an 
realise he's already married in chapter four, perhaps - so 
that gets put right in the second draft, though I always know 
the plot. 

What advice would you give to aspiring authors? 
Don't imagine that when you've finished writing the book, 
you're at the end. You're only about a quarter of the way 
there. It takes about two years for the whole thing - rewrites 
and so on. It's a slog, a real slog. 

Time is money 

How has getting your PCW 9512s changed your writing? 

Mainly time, it's made a great deal of difference. The way I 
write is to do everything by hand. I then get it keyed onto 
disc tor me and printed out. I do the corrections in pencil and 
get it all printed out again. 

On the seventh or eighth draft there might only be very 
fine changes - a comma here, an extra word there, a 
paragraph added, and so on. Because it's all on disc it 
means the changes can be made and the new draft printed 
out almost immediately. 

Before now it used to take about six weeks for a draft to 
come back - now it takes a couple of days Here, for 
example, is a play I'm writing that's just come back from my 
typist. It's a thirteenth draft which has come back a few days 
after the previous one. There are hardly any changes in it. 
but nevertheless it's extremely convenient to 
be able to see the amended version without 
corrections written on it. 



A Quiver Full 

Tlw list of best-sellers lhal have 
flowed from Jeffrey Archers 
keyboard would need a PCW to 
Itsl. 

Starting with "Not a Penny 
More, Not a Penny Less" he 
has produced 'Shall we Tell the 
PresidanfVKane and AbeT.The 
ProdKjai Daughtef.Tirs! Among 
Equals' and "A Matter of Honour". 

He has also startled the 
publishing world by produong a 
successful book of short stwies- 
"A Quiver Ful of Arrows' and 
even a West End Play 'Beyond 
Reasonable Doubr. 




CASE IN POINT 



Man of letters 



As well as churning out Innumerable words of 
draft manuscript for plays, novels, collections 
ot short stories and the occasional television 
programme, Archer finds his PCWs are 
invaluable for the mountains of 
correspondence he generates. Much of their 
work is taken up in business letters and 
resorts. 

His secretaries find the spell-checking 
facilities of the 9512 Invaluable - every letter 
is checked before it goes out - and like the 
fact that fifty letters of similar content need 
only be typed once and then slightly amended 
for each recipient! 

The 951 2s scored over the 8000s for the 



superior quality of the daisywheel print, not 
only as Archer prefers to have top quality 
drafts when correcting manuscripts (well, he 
can probably afford to go through rather more 
carbon ribbons than most people) but 
because the smart electric typewriter-like 
output is essential for his business letters. 
They find LocoScript {and LocoSpell) 
easy to use and well suited for the job - 
LocoSpell unerringly picked out 
'constancies' and suggested 
'constituencies' as a replacement in the letter 
his secretary was checking - though they 
haven't quite fathomed the mysteries of 
LocoMail yet! 



So you never type directly into the machine yourself? 

No, everything is keyed in for me. I must admit. I'vealways 
been a bit frightened of using a word processor - when you 
get used to your own way of writing, you feel you might 
somehow lose your inspiration if you change. It takes a great 
deal of work to evolve your own style, and you think the 
magic may leave you if you start trying to alter it. 

It doesn't worry me - half the authors in the world still 
write longhand. So I go on handwriting everything. The 
great benefit, as I say. is the extra time it gives you. It really 
makes a lot of difference. 

Ten years ago. I would have been very anti all this. It 
surprises me that I find them so indispensible now. We live 
in a machine age now. it's marvellous really, it's transformed 
life completely. 

Mary, my wife, is much happier with computers than I 
am, though she has a science background of course. She 
uses an Olivetti laptop and takes it with her round the world. 
She can do all her writing direct to disc on the spot, which 
she finds invaluable. 

Three's company 

What's your writing system? 

I have three secretaries. This is the secret of success! 

Correspondence, organisation, typing manuscripts - they do 



Are you a case? 



Every month Case in Point looks al how the 
PCW has affected someone's lite. You don't 
have to be a famous author; in the last few 
months we've had articles written by a fire 
officer, a teacher, a home maker, a health club 
proprietor, a Czech television presenter, a 
writer, a costume cataloguer, a dental 
surgeon, a nurse, a science fiction desktop 
publisher, an archaeologist, a business 
consultant... 

How has the PCW changed your lite, for 
better or worse? We've read a million stories 
about LocoSpell replacing 'Magdi Yacoub' by 
maggot' and seen innumerable treatises on 
Find and Exchange, but we welcome lively 
accounts of the problems and successes 
you've had with your machine, preferably 
ones with an interesting angle to them. 

We're especially keen to see new or 
unusual uses for the PCW, to read about the 
strange places the machine turns up In, and 



to find out about obscure software that 
should be better known - or famous software 
that should be forgotten. Your experiences 
could save someone else a lot of time and 
money wasted. 

We invite contributions of about 1 ,800 
words, payment being our usual generous 
rates. Articles with Interesting Illustrations, 
photos or printouts, submitted double-spaced 
on A4 or continuous paper, stand a much 
better chance of making It Into print than ones 
with nothing to accompany the text. And 
please include an sae! 

Don't send in a disc first off -if we like 
your article and want to publish, we'll be in 
touch. Your immortality and financial security 
are guaranteed if you succeed, so get writing! 

Send your submissions to Case in Point, 
$000 Plus, 4 Queen St, Bath BA1 1EJ, and 
please allow us a month or two to get back to 
you. 
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it all. I cou!dn't manage to do what I do otherwise. 

I always write and correct drafts in two-hour sessions, 
getting up at six. I don't like being casual about it - I never 
work on the train or plane, for example. Though I'm going to 
Korea for the Olympic games in a few weeks and the flight is 
eight hours, so I may be able to do some corrections on the 
plane. 

I write about 1 500 words a day. It works out more if you 
count corrections and drafts, but in real terms it's about 
1500. I reckon on it taking about 1000 hours' work to 
complete the writing of a book, though as I say that's not the 
end of the story. It's about two years between starting a book 
and it being published. 

To what extent do your political duties affect your 

writing? 

I dont think they have any adverse effect. The only problems 

would be those of making the time to write, but I've 

managed to pace myself so that politics doesn't interfere 

with my writing. 

There's no need to rush a book. A book or play takes 
one to two years of your life, so it would be foolish to try arid 
write a book or play every year. Politics is my first iove. I 
wouldn't want to go touring the country promoting my books. 

In fact, politics puts me in touch with people and ideas, 
so I consider it an advantage for my writing. You're never 
short of material. 

Do you consider yourself a perfectionist? Has the use of 
a word processor made you more or less of a 
perfectionist? 

I am a perfectionist to myself. If I wrote a book and I knew I 
could have written it better. I would be disappointed in 
myself. When my books go to the publisher, I make sure 
they're as good as they can be. Then any criticism they 
receive is fair enough. 

I don't think I have become more or less of a 
perfectionist since getting the Amstrads. I still do the same 
number of drafts of everything. And the manuscripts still 
reach the same stage of completion, but much faster, 
because small scale corrections can come back in a very 
short time. 

Personal favourites 

Which authors do you read? 
I mainly read non-fiction. I've just finished Dimbleby's 
Oceans Apart which I think is outstanding. I also read 
Prince ot Tides recently by Pat Conroy which I thought was 
good too. 

As for fiction, I think very highly of Scott Fitzgerald, 
Graham Greene, and of course Charles Dickens - a great 
storyteller. 

Which of your own books is your favourite? 
They're all favourites in different ways. I'm very sentimental 
about Not a Penny More, Not a Penny Less, because it was 
my first novel; Kane andAbelwas the biggest success in 
terms of sales, and the critics' favourites were my short 
stories. 

I've been invited to Tokyo for a presentation of the 
Japanese translation of Kane and Abet. It's been translated 
into 27 languages in 61 countries. They tell me I'm the first 
foreigner to sell a million copies of a book in Japan -the 
idea of the two boys being born, one with everything and 
one with nothing, appeals to them very much. I have a great 
respect for the Japanese. 

What would you like people to say about your books? 
That they were entertaining, a good read, and that they 
couldn't put them down, ■ 



CHIBASE 3.0 
MAJOR ENHANCEMENTS AVAILABLE NOW 

CHIBASE Can now convert an entire word processor file into a database 
CHIBASE Now lets you 'Browse, search and select records from large word 

processor files 
CHIBASE Can now split Databases if they become too large 
CHIBASE Now shows you the names of your disc files 
CHIBASE Now has more menus and more options yet is just easy to use 
CHIBASE Still has all the old features: 

■ Editor To create/modify your free text records 

• Keywords in the text highlighted on-screen 

■ Database functions Store. Recall. Amend. Delete 

• Recall records by just typing in a list of keywords 

■ Amend a record: just Recall, Edit and then press the 'amend' key 

■ Sort To let you view recalled records in sorted order 

• Select To let you go straight lo any recalled record 

■ Index listing Shows you all the keywords on the database 

■ Forms (optional) make text entry even easier 

■ Comprehensive Indexed manual 

■ Quest Ion na ire for you 10 express your views 

REMEMBER! 

CHIBASE Is the only complete free-format text database system at this price 
CHIBASE Is easty to use: no complicated syntax to learn 
CHIBASE Has NEW. powerful facilities to import word- processor documents 
CHIBASE Is used daily by RESEARCHERS INDUSTRIALISTS STUDENTS 

TEACHERS 
CHIBASE Comes with a questionnaire: your views count! 
CHIBASE Is fully supported by the author 
CHIBASE Works with PCW8256, 8512, 9512 (Sort/select requires 51 2K RAM) 

PRICES £49.95 INC. 
Upgrade service £15.00 please ring author 

ONLY FROM CWMBRAN COMPUTER CENTRE 

(Dcpt. EP) 3-4 Vent or Road., Old Cwmbran. 

KP44 3JT, Gwent 

Phone (06333) 60996 Access/Visa Welcome 
Open Mon- Thurs l,30-7.30pm Sun 10.00 - 1.00pm 
Ring the author on 01-399-9758 (evening & weekends) 



The NEW SCA Mkll Serial/Parallel interface 
WITH REALTIME CLOCK AND CALENDAR 



THE ULTIMATE INTERFACE FOR THE 
AMSTRAD PCW8256, 8512 & 9512 



SCA 

SYSTEMS 



FANTASTIC 
VALUE 
£50.00 

+ VATandP&P 
(inclusive price £59.95) 

100% COMPATIBLE: MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 




A Full Duplex RS232 Serial Port A 

A 2 Wire Secondary RS232 Port A 

A Full 8 Bit Parallel Port a 

A Real Time Clock & Calendar a 

A Rechargeable Battery Back- up a 

A Demonstration Disk a 

A Printed User Manual a 



SCA Systems Ltd 

61 Ferringham Lane 
Ferring West Sussex 



Operates From 75 to 1 9200 Baud 
Supports Split Baud Rates 
High Quality Connectors 
Automatic Time & Date Stamping 
Attractive White Metal Casing 
Fits Flush to PCW 
On-Screen Clock Display 

DIRECT ORDER 

HOTLINE 

0903-700288 



FLIPPER 

takes you 

from CP/M to 
LocoScript 2 

in under 
3 seconds. 



With Software Imperative's FLIPPER, your PCW can fit both CP/M and Locoscript 
2 in memory at once, and flip from one to the other in less than 3 seconds. That 
alone ought to be impossible, but there's more. You can flip from almost anywhere 
- the A> prompt, fhe middle of a CP/M application, even halfway through editing a 
LocoScript 2 document - without losing your place. When you flip back, everything 
will be just as you left it. And if you don't like LocoScript, you can flip between two 
CP/M programs instead. 

Sounds too good to be true? Well, there's a price to be paid of course. If your 
PCWs an unexpended 8256. you'll have to expand it. If you always use LocoScript 
1, you'll have to upgrade it. And if you haven't got £24.95 to spare, you'll just have 
to sell the furniture. Still, it's better than wasting half your PCWs potential, isn't it? 



Hffflll 

• PCW il a trademark ml imilrad pie, CP/M III trademark oi Digilal Research, Lota Scrip! t la a Iraaemerit 
ot Locomotive Software. 

• Software Imperative, Ashleigh House. Susuge, Stroud OU MZ, proprietor JU.WDtcm. M |04»| 88693! . 



Please send me FLIPPER for my: 

8512 □ '9512 □ • 8256 with 256K extra memory Q I enclose a cheque / 

postal order for £24.95 made payable to Software Imperative 
'Price includes UK postage and packing 



Name.... 
Address. 



X 



..Postcode, 



Mail this coupon to: 

Software Imperative, Ashleigh House, Bussage, Stroud GL6 SAZ 
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Further reading 

A feature outlining Ihe genera! 
features available in the worid ol 
computer communications 
appeared in issue 19 (April 88) 
of 8000 Plus. 



You need 

To gel into communications (ie. 
enable your PCW lo talk to any 
oiner computer, such as your 
bank's) you need a modem (see 

the other note) an RS232 
interface (advertised Ihroughout 
80OQ Plus tor £60 or so) and 
communications software (such 
as thai on Mini Office, described 
in detail in Ibis month's Mini 
Office article on page 20). 

30 8000 PLUS cwss 



£ & I I ome banking?" said an official working for one 
o( the High Street banks rather sceptically. 
"What does it offer? After all, you can't get cash 
dispensed out of your computer or television set." 

And, of course, on this point he was right. Whatever else 
your PCW may do for you. you can search the small ads in 
vain tor that convenient add-on peripheral which will produce 
crisp £5 and £10 from the innards of your Amstrad. Or save 
you a draughty visit to your nearest hole-in-the-wall cash 
machine. 

It's a pleasant fantasy to think that the day may come 
when even this may be possible - an electronically 
authorised print-your-own-banknotes service, in the privacy 
of your own home. Mind you, Alan Sugar would have to 
improve the PCW printer's capabilities first. 

But. even with this limitation, home banking has begun to 
shake off the image it was lumbered with in the early '80s, of 
an expensive toy for the technology freaks. The growth in 
home computing, and the increase in the number of home 
and business users who have discovered the world of 
comms waiting for them on the other side of a modem, have 
given a boost to the concept. 

On access 

The central idea behind home banking is that it allows you, 
the customer, direct access to the bank's own computer 
systems, so that you can get information about your 
account. You can then give instructions as to what you want 
done with your money, at almost any time of the day or 
night. 

This is obviously a useful service, particularly if you find it 
difficult to contact your branch during office hours. It's also 
very much in the bank's own interest, since it cuts down on 
the volume of paper, and the number of staff, needed to 
manage your banking requirements. In fact, home banking is 
just one of the developments in electronic banking that have 
been transforming Britain's banks recently - the network of 
ATMs (cash machines) is another example, and so too is the 
forthcoming expansion in electronic shopping (EFTPOS). 
which it is hoped will cut down on the number of cheques we 
write. 

Tying in Notts 

The home banking story in Britain began in the Midlands, 
back in 1983, when the Nottingham Building Society first 
introduced its 'Homelink' service. Using the data 
transmission facilities of Prestel, Homelink allows investors 



Andrew Bibby opens up a 
world of banking - without 
crossing your own threshold 



to check their account balances, see recent statements, and 
arrange to pay bills. The Nottingham has also linked up with 
the Bank of Scotland, so that a bank current account can be 
run in tandem with the interest-bearing building society 
account. 

Nottingham Building Society is one of the middle-ranking 
building societies, with a regional network of branches, but 
without the national influence or presence of the biggest 
societies, like the Halifax. Abbey National and Nationwide 
Anglia. Homelink was launched in the hope that it would 
attract new customers from outside the east Midlands area, 
without the necessity for the Nottingham to invest in the 
bricks and mortar of an elaborate and expensive branch 
network. 

It was a brave venture. Some would say foolhardy. 
Andrew Milner, Assistant General Manager, describes their 
decision as "incredibly brave in retrospect", and admits that 
Homelink, with only some thousands of users, hasn't come 
up to original hopes. Perhaps the Nottingham was just too 
small to be able to promote the home banking concept 
properly. 

Ahead of their time 

But perhaps they were ahead of their time. In 1 983, most 
users had to obtain Prestel through a special terminal and 
keyboard, which plugged in to an ordinary television set. The 
arrangement was cumbersome, and it never really caught 
on with consumers. Since that time, however, a lot has 
changed An increasing number of home computer users 
have decided to go on-line, and sign up for Prestel. 

In 1985, the Nottingham Building Society's original 
partner, the Bank of Scotland, launched its own home 
banking service, HOBS (Home and Office Banking), which 
also uses Prestel as the data transmission agent. HOBS has 
been promoted much more intensively, partly as a way for 
the Bank of Scotland to get a toe-hold south of the border - 
in the same way the Nottingham Building Society saw 
electronic home banking as a way to reach customers in 
areas where it didn't have branches. 

Electric HOBS 

Although 'home banking' is still the generic name used, the 
Bank of Scotland has switched much of its marketing 
strategy for HOBS away from the personal banking 
customer towards the small business user, accessing the 
service from an office-based personal computer. The bank 
say that 60 per cent of their new applications are from 
business users. 

Finally, last year another Scottish bank, Clydesdale, 
launched TeleBank, a similar scheme to HOBS, although 
this time not based on Prestel but on another viewdata 
network called Fastrak. Fastrak is used primarily by travel 
agents for booking holidays, and has the advantage over 
Prestel of not requiring quarterly subscriptions. It's also 
marginally cheaper to access. 

Clydesdale have kept fairly quiet about TeleBank during 
its first year of operation, but they recently beefed up the 
service by adding a telephone call-up facility {see box). They 
also promise a major development to the service shortly. 




Clydesdale, originally the Scottish arm of the Midland Bank, 
were recently cast adrift by their former parent company so 
they too are keen to find customers outside Scotland. 

Going on-line 

This then is the current choice open to you, if you want to 
convert your Amstrad PCW word processor into a home 
banking terminal. But how do you set about doing it? 

Firstly, if you haven't already, you will need to go 
on-line - and that means a modem, a serial interface unit 
and adequate software to handle viewdata (unfortunately 
MAIL232 package, bundled free with your PCW, isn't up to 
the job). 

Except for Clydesdale's TeleBank, you'll also have to 
become a Prestel subscriber, and meet their quarterly 
charges (£8 for individuals, £18 for businesses). The Bank 
of Scotland, Clydesdale and Nottingham Building Society all 
charge a monthly fee for the home banking service (though 
Nottingham waive this, if you have an average of over £1200 
in your account). And finally, when you use the service, 
there will be viewdata user charges to meet {up to 7p a 
minute during daytimes, but much cheaper - or even free - 
for evenings and Sundays), plus the ordinary cost at local 
rate of using your phone. 

In other words, it's not cheap - though for your outlay, 
you'll also have access to all the other Prestel, Email and 
bulletin board facilities. 

But. say the banks, home banking does allow you to 
keep up-to-the-minute control of your money and that can be 
a way of saving unnecessary bank charges and interest. You 
can also shift your spare cash out of your ordinary current 
account into an interest generating account at the touch of a 
key on your PCW keyboard. 

In the balance 

In fact, once you have accessed the home banking service. 
you are faced with a number of options to choose. If we take 
HOBS as an example, for instance, the main menu offers 
you eight services. You can, for instance, call up full details 
of your bank account(s) with the Bank of Scotland on 
screen. It's possible to check the current balance on each 
account, see if any items are pending or if any bank charges 
or interest have been levied. You can also inspect a 
statement of up to 600 transactions over the previous three 
months. (The bank also send ordinary printed statements 
regularly.) 

Another useful facility is the opportunity to inspect the 
Standing Orders and Direct Debits you have authorised, and 
check when the next payments are due. So if, in a rash 
moment, you sign a standing order mandate for an 
insurance policy with Dodge Gee Financial Services Ltd, 
you'll be able to check through HOBS exactly how often and 
how much you will be paying. 

Or you can make use of the automatic bill-paying facility, 
which for many people may be the most useful aspects of 
home banking. A large number of organisations and 
companies, ranging from the AA to Zales the Jewellers, and 
including the obvious regular bill-senders like British 
Telecom, British Gas and the credit card companies, can be 
paid automatically through HOBS. 

You send an initial signed payment mandate to the bank, 
and then just key in the correct code for the company and 
the amount you want to pay every time a bill arrives. You 
can even arrange for the actual transfer of the cash from 
your account to take place anything up to a month in the 
future. So, for example, you can get the full credit period 
from your credit card without running the risk of forgetting to 
make the payment. 

You can also subsequently cancel any of these advance 
payments - so if you suddenly find yourself short 
of cash, you can decide after all not to pay off all 




Modems 

Some good value moderns are 
the Demon II from Daiaphone 
(0733 330240) for £90, Ihe 
Nightingale (Pace, 0274 488211 ) 
lor £100 and Ihe higher 
specHicalion WS40O0 (Miracle, 
0473216141) tor £200. 



Telephone extra 



If you haven't yel forked out for comms 
software and hardware for your PCW, there's 
another alternative open to you if you'd like to 
get a taste of home banking. Several ol the 
banks are now offering cheap (or even free) 
home banking services, making use ol 
anoiner miracle of telecommunications - the 
humble telephone. 

What began last year as a toe-in-lhe-water 
experiment by the Nationwide Angila (keen to 
push their FtexAccount banking service) and 
by T5B England and Wales, has now been 
embraced by NatWest and Lloyds - and the 
other big banks are taking an interest, loo. 

The advocates of the telephone as the 
delivery system for home banking claim it has 
one advantage over the computer' modem or 



television viewdata combinations. They argue 
that ihe service otters the customer the 
chance to manage their bank accounts and 
pay their bills from the car phone or the villa 
abroad - anywhere, in fact, where a telephone 
can be found 

TSB's Speedlink service is typical of 
what's on offer. To operate it you need either a 
multi-frequency phone {one of those new BT 
phones which emit an audio 'bleep'), or 
alternatively a dual-switching phone or 
Inexpensive tone pad. You dial the TSB 
mainframe computer, and sign on by giving 
your bank account number, Speedlink 
number, and then your four-digit security PIN 
(personal identification number). 



Confused? 



Once upon a time, everything was nice and 
simple in the world of the financial 
organisations. You went lo a bank for your 
banking requirements, to a building society 
for a mortgage, and to an insurance company 
if you wanted life insurance arranged. 

Now it's much more confusing. The 
divisions are becoming blurred, and since 
January 1937 the building societies have been 
able to offer most ol Ihe banking services 
formerly offered just by the clearing banks. In 
fact, the Abbey National have announced thai 



they want to change legally from a building 
society into an ordinary public limited 
company. 

In exchange, the banks - and others - 
have been keen lo enter the mortgage 
business (and simply everyone is trying lo 
purchase estate agents). In the short term, it 
may mean that the customer has more choice. 
In the longer term, many of the traditional 
High Street names could gel swallowed up In 
giant financial conglomerates. 
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BANKING 



_Bank o4 Scotland 
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I .;-H riumber to select 

1 Hccount Details and Stated 

2. Cash Management 

■tbusiness user - only 5 
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HOME l OFFICE BANKING SERVICE 
Inter-account Transfers 
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Honesty note 

Tha screens here were laken 
from a PC — you'll only get 
black and while or black and 
green on a PCW, sorry! 



Bank i ng 



the credit card bill. The 
Bank of Scotland say 
that the bill paying facility 
has proved very popular 
with their customers. 
They do, however, 
charge a 20p fee per 
transaction for this 
operation. 



Can you manage? 

Business users who are prepared to pay an additional E5 a 
month also have a further service available. Called 'cash 
management", this allows you to see at a glance full details 
of the cleared funds in your accounts, (as opposed to the 
overall stated balance, which includes cheques recently paid 
in which haven't yet been processed by the issuing bank.) 
The cleared balance is the money you know for sure you 
have available for use - a useful additional piece of 
management information in businesses which are trying to 
maximise the use of their capital. 

Even for the home user, however, the inter-account 



transfer facility is likely to be useful. The Bank of Scotland 
encourage their HOBS users to open a high-interest 
investment account as well as the ordinary cheque account, 
and to switch any spare cash out of the current account 
whenever possible. The special HOBS investment account 
pays a competitive rate of interest (currently from 5.75 per 
cent to 7.67 per cent net, depending on the size of the 
deposit), which means that you can recoup some of the 
expenses involved in home banking. 

Both Nottingham Building Society's Homelink and 
Clydesdale's TeleBank offer very similar facilities, including 
arrangements for electronic bill-paying. Costs are similar too 
(as the table shows) although TeleBank users benefit a little, 
since Fastrak works out cheaper than Prestel. Prestel 
recently revised (ie increased) its charges, though HOBS 
users on Sundays or during evening hours are able to 
bypass Prestels new 1 p a minute rate, and log-on without 
payment. 

Safety first 

The question which home banking sceptics often ask is - it 
is sate? Can you really rely on Prestel and the BT telephone 
network to carry confidential information about your banking 
affairs from your bank's mainframe to your home computer, 
and back again? The banks are aware of the fears - and of 
the challenge that they could be setting for hackers - but 
claim that sufficient safeguards have been built in to their 
systems to protect the customer, and themselves. 

Each system requires a number of codes to be entered 
by the customer. To access information through HOBS, for 
example, you will need the usual ID and password to enter 
Prestel. You then have to enter a second set of codes, 
before you can enter HOBS itself. 

Remembering all these passwords, and entering them 
correctly, can in fact be one of the worst parts of home 
banking. It's important to get them right, however. It you key 
in the wrong codes three times in one day, HOBS will close 
down your access to the service, until they have had a 
chance to contact you and re authorise you - the home 
banking equivalent of having your cash-point card swall- 
owed by the cash machine. Not a pleasant experience. 
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Who does it? 



BANK OF SCOTLAND 

name: HOBS (Home and Office Banking Service) 

means ol delivery: Prestel viewdata 

cost: a) Prestel subscription (£8 per 

quarter private. £18 per quarter business); standard Prestel 

accessing charges 

(7p a mirt 8am-6pm Monday-Saturday, otherwise ip or free). 

b) Bank subscription^. 50 per month tor individuals: £5 per month 

(£10 per monlh with cash management facility} for businesses. 

c| Ordinary BT phone charges (local rate) 

services; balance enquiries and statements, transfers (high 

interest aecounl), bill paying, standing orders details, cleared 

funds detailsfbusiness users), currency accounts 

more inlormation: 

031-3437090 (On screen Prestel '6562105*) 

NOTTINGHAM BUILDING SOCIETY 

name: Homelink 

means of delivery; Prestel viewdata 

cost: a) Prestel subscription (£8 per 

quarter private, £18 per quarter business); standard Prestel 

accessing charges 

(7p a mln 8am-6pm Monday-Salurday. otherwise tp). 

b) Homelink subscription: £2 per monlh (free for users keeping an 

average balance of £1,200 or more) 



c) Ordinary 9T phone charges (local rate) 

services: may be run in conjunction with Bank of Scotland current 

account; balance enquiries and statements for building society 

and bank accounts, transfers, bill paying, mortgage account 

more Information: 

0602-481441 (On screen enquiries Preslel *444M43#) 

CLYDESDALE BANK 

name; TeleBank 

means of delivery: either through viewdata (Fastrak), or by 

telephone (voice recognition option). 

cost: a) Fastrak - no subscription. Usage charge 5p a min 3am- 

6pm Monday-Friday, Bam-lpm Saturday, otherwise free. 

b) TeleBank subscription: £4 per monlh for personal users. £14 per 
month for business users 

c) Ordinary BT phone charge (local rates lor 90 per cent+ of users 
through Fastrak): ordinary BT rates if you use the telephone 
option. 

services: balance enquiries (real time balances) and statements, 
standing order details, cleared funds available, transfers (high 
interest account), bill paying, 
more information: 
041-2487070 

Ordinary banking charges not Included in'cosl shown 




The clear explanations ana step by step procedures in 
Clarity Guides save as much time and puzzlement. They 
are comprehensive yet simple and full of tips and 
suggestions (they even have notes on touchtyping). 

Lcoesc ript 1 covers the Locoscript that comes with the 
PCW8256ond8512. £6.95 

Locoscript 2 covers the new foster version, and Includes 
designing your own characters and LocoSpell. Useful also 
for the PCW9512. Good rating in 8000 Plus 
{May edition). £6.95 

If you do not yet have Locoscript 2 take advantage of our 
special offer of Locoscript 2 program (normally £24.95) with 
the Clatify Guide (£6.95) for only £26.90, saving £5.00 - 
(Note that we supply the latest version of Locoscript 2 with 
2 fonts. This is not the old stock which was priced at 
£19.95). 

We also supply LocoSpell, which includes a wora count 
£19.95 and a complete package of Locoscript 2 plus 
Locospell plus Clarity Guide for £39.50. 

All prices include P&P 
Please send cheque or PO with order. Prompt dispatch. 

Refund if not delighted, of course. 

BROADWOOD, LIFTON, 
DEVON. PL16 0ER 



AMSTRAD PCW INTERFACES 



3,£3 ins uisc U rives 

3 ins Discs costing you an arm and a leg 

Then ihis could be your answer lo taw cost storage medium. 

An Economy 5 1/4 ins 80 Irack Doubte sided- Double density disc drive for your AMSTRAD 
PCW. Operates as the standard second disc drive, giving a massive 706K formatted capacity. 
Easy fitting instructions, no interface, no cutting required 

Offer price only El 29.05 Inc VAT plus C4.00 P&P 
Version lor the PCW &512 The allows you to use your second 3ins and 8.25 ins disc drive at 
ihe Hick ot a switch. Has =ts own bult in power supply. 

ONLY £149.95 Inc VAT plus £4.00 P&P 



SERIAL & CENTRONICS INTERFACE 



Plugs direclly onto Ihe PCW 
MaKe Itiat vital connection to modems for telephone communications, of talking directly to 
other computers 

Allows use of high-quality primers (daisy wheal etc), via the serial or Cemronic primers. 
Program -wise it is fully compatibte with the Amstrad interfaces. 
The serial output is via a standard 25 way male "D" connector. 

The Cenironics output is via a 34 way edgecard connector as used on CPC range of Amstrad 
machines. 

Supplied lully cased. Case size: 4,5ins wide it 1 .5 ins. high x 3 ins. deep. 
"■ ALL THIS AT A PRICE OF £45 tnc VAT. — 



CHATTERBOX MODEM 



NOT A BITS and PIECES SYSTEM... THIS IS A DEDICATED MODEM 

Plugs directly onto the expansion port, 

AUTO DIAL and AUTO ANSWER. 

SERIAL and CENTRONICS interfaces. 

Used to connect to othe computers and printers. 

SOFTWARE SELECTABLE MODEM BAUD RATES. 

BELL 103. 300/300 — CCITT V.21. 300/300 & V.23, 1200/75 75/1J00 

Complete with Software on discs, scrolling screen & viewdata display. 

Self-contained unit in attractive casing. Size: 6. 5" it 3.5" x 1.5". 

— ALL THIS AT A PfilCE OF E1 30.00 inc VAT. •" 



5. 1/4 SILLY PRICED FLOPPY DISCS 5.1/4 



Yes for ONLY £9,99 Inc VAT. you will receive 

25 (40 track Double Sided) disc tor your PC. 

Can be used on B0 [rack drive as well. 

Price includes sleeves and labels. 



K.D.S. Electronics. Dept 8, 15 Hill St, Hunstanton, 
Norfolk. PE36 5BS 
Tel: (04853) 2076 



MONEY MANAGER PLUS 



£39.95 



(met. VA T) 

Amstrad PCW 

82 Si SSI 2 95 1 2 



Easy to use Financial Management Software 



Small Businesses Doctors 

Company Departments Dentists 

Expense Accounts Lawyers 



Over 16,000 users! 



Professionals 
Tradesmen 
Home Accounts 



£39.95 

(hKt.VAT) 

Amstrad PC PPC 
IBM PC etc. 



Writers 

Farmers 

Colleges 



Clubs 
Charities 
Etc. etc! 



MONEY MANAGER PLUS isan easy to use yelpowerfu I accounting system. II will enable you to record and a nalyseallvourfinancialtransactions.so that you know 
exactly where you stand and can makcsensibleand informed financial decisions Check bank statements.moniLorcashnow^arul^esourresoliricomeandeKpeoditujc. 
make budget forecasls, prepare financial statements. Keep one step ahead of your bank manager, convince lax or VAT inspectors, avoid nasty surprises 1 
MONEYMANAGER PLUS is very mucheasier and faster tousethanordinary systems. It hasseveral reporting, analysing and graphic facilities not available in even 
Ihe most expensive accounting systems, it would take you months of effort with a sophisticated database/spreadsheet/graphics package to achieve half of what 
MONEYMANAGER PLUS can. Whether you run 3 substantial business or just need lo sort out your personal finances, MONEY MANAGER PLUS can help you. 
Torun thesystem you justswitchon, load MONEY MANAGER PLUS, and select a data file to be loaded from yourdisc into thesysiem You can then make new entries 
in any order tha I suits you (or amend existing entries). You can reconcile entriesagainst bank statements received , You can produce your own statementsand reports 
(including graphical charts) with amazing variety and selectivity to answer any quest ions you might have about your current financial situation You then save the 
data file for the next fi me you need to use it You may have any number of separate data files (or sets of accountslcovering several years, and slore several on onedisc. 
When required, a 12-month data file can be rolled forward bva month at a lime. 




12 months accounts per tile, 300 entries per month 

Up to 9 user-defined accounts (banks, cash, credit cards etc) 

Up to 50 user-defined classes of income/expenditure 

Optional reference (up to 6 characters) for each entry 

Your own descriptive text (up to f6 characters) tor each entry 

Optional extra label in each entry to allow further selectivity 

Fast and easy data entry - like tilling out a bank statement 

Correct incorrect entries at any time 

Standing orders/standing entries 

Sort entnes into date order when required 

Detailed statements tor any range ot months 

VA T reports in detail and in VA T return format 

Monthly reports for each class ot transaction 

Reports showing activity in each account 






Consolidated class group reports 

Account balances month by month 

Bar charts for up to three categones ol entry 

Pie charts lor up to 12 categories of entry (PC) 

Facility to search through accounts tor lost items 

Total monthly income, expenditure and cash flow 

Account and class totals 

Bank statement reconciliation 

Budget cash flow forecasts 

Automatic creation ot data file back up copies 

Print all reports 

Comprehensive manual 

Two sets ot practice data 

Free telephone support 



For mail order, send 3 cheque for £39.95. or phone quoting an Access, Visa or American Express card number, and the program will 
be mailed to you within one working day. Please specify model of computer! Mort-Sun SAM- 1 0PM 

Connect Systems 3 Flanchford Road, London W12 9ND. Tel.: 01-743 9792 



USED PCWS 



THE SECOND 
HAND PCW 

A few ideas on the used PCW market 



K 



PCW 8256, first registered 1986, one careful owner from new, only 
40000 words.,.' 

Sound a joke? Well, there is a small but definitely alive second- 
hand PCW market. If you're looking for a PCW and can't find what 
you want new - or if you want to save a few pounds - the used PCW 
scene could well be worth looking into. 



People sell computers for roughly the same reasons 
as they sell their cameras', not because they (the 
computers) are breaking down but because they 
want to ■upgrade' to a more sophisticated or more expensive 
model. The fact that so few used PCWs ever appear on the 
market shows a) how well everyone takes to them, despite 
many of them being first-time computer buyers, and b) how 
well the PCW suits its job of being a word processor-cum- 
general purpose micro. There's not much reason to upgrade 
if the machine fulfils its purpose well enough. Even now, 
three years after the launch of the 8256, nothing has 
supplanted the PCW as the best inexpensive word 
processor and computer. 

A fair price for a PCW obviously depends on the amount 
of wear on the printer and keyboard, but assuming they're 
OK, there's no particular reason why the PCW should 
depreciate in value that much. The software doesn't 
deteriorate and the electronics have a lifespan far longer 
than the hardware - the disc drives will go before the 
internals do. If you buy a used PCW in good condition, you 
can reasonably expect another two to five years' useful 
service from it, maybe longer. Given the current new prices 
of £349 (£401 .35 inc VAT) for the 8256, £449 (£51 6,35 inc 
VAT) for the 8512 and £499 (£573.85 inc VAT) for the 9512, 
used prices for a machine in good condition might be as 
follows. Under a year old, you might pay around E300-E350 
for a 9512 and £250-£300 for an B512 or 8256. Between 
one and two years old, you would expect prices of £200- 




sm$? 




Location classified 



The biggest problem with obtaining a used 
PCW is knowing where to look. There's no 
obvious place and it's doubtful your local 
computer supplier will have a second-hand 
computer pilch outside decorated with 
bunting and coloured lights. 

The first place to look is in the small ads 
in the back of the PCW magazines. The 
magazines Micro Mart (50p, fortnightly) and 
Computer Shopper (78p, monthly) have 
classified sections where people sell their 
used machines. Micro Mart's Is particularly 
useful. You can also try Exchange & Mart 
(75p, weekly) which has quite a large 
computer section and regularly has PCWs for 



sale, A few computer suppliers do sell off ex- 
demo models from lime to time; though it's 
not very helpful to say so, it seems you're 
more likely to find them by chance rather than 
by looking (or them! For example, Morgan's, 
the big computer suppliers on Tottenham 
Court Road and also on Oxford St, 
occasionally get PCWs In. Typical prices 
might be £325 for an 851 2 and £250 for an 
8256. 

Word of mouth can supply a few leads as 
well - you're bound to find the friend of a 
friend who has a PCW and there's always a 
chance they're thinking of upgrading. 
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£250 for a 951 2 and on or about £200 for an 8256 or 851 2. 
If you buy an 8256 or 8512 over two years old you wouldn't 
pay more than about £150 unless it had hardly been used. 
You will probably be able to bargain over the software 
packages the seller has bought for the machine and pick 
them up for a few pounds each. 

Key pinpoints 

The only things which deteriorate significantly with age are 
the pieces of hardware, in particular the keyboard and the 
printer. If you were buying a used car. you'd go for a test 
drive. So, when buying a used PCW, do the equivalent - 
create a short text document containing all the letters. Do 
any of the keys on the keyboard stick, or do they feel hard or 
spongy instead of springy? When the document prints out, 
are all the pins on the printer (if it's a dot matrix) striking? If 
not, the letters will come out incompletely formed. 

You can fix these yourself with a bit of ingenuity (see 
Tipoffs. September 87 for keyboard renovation, February 88 
for printer pin reassembly) and of course you would clean up 
your printer heads anyway on purchase (or before selling) 
by printing random text without the ribbon over a sheet of 
paper impregnated with vertical stripes of WD40. And you'd 
get anew ribbon! 

If you think you need a replacement part - a keyboard, a 
printer or a disc drive - you can't just buy them off the shelf, 
though you can send in your old ones and get them 
replaced. One company offering such a service is Isenstein 
(0244 312986). Rough prices: drives £70 or so, printer 
mechanisms £80 (9512) £40 (8000s). print heads £40 
(8000s), keyboard (8000s) £50. 

Copyright wrongs 

The copyright situation is pretty straightforward. When you 
sell your PCW you hand over all your master discs and 
copies (or just erase your copies and keep the discs). The 
new owner takes over the right to use. and make working 
copies of. LocoScript and CP/M. Check the licensing 
agreement in the manual for details (but don't expect the 
one for CP/M to be as clear as the one for LocoScript). Of 
course if you're selling you can't keep sneaky copies of 
software you've sold, but then if you've got rid of your PCW 
they wouldn't be much use anyway. For programs other than 
those which came bundled with the machine, the licensing 
agreement may be different. The new user of, for example, 
DR Graph may have to send a small fee to Digital Research 
to have the registration of that particular copy of the program 
changed to their name, ■ 



Amstrad Training - £29.95! 




With so iTinny organisations trying to sell you 

training courses, yon need to be selective. And if price is 

important too, the choice is simple - you need Reel-Time. 

No other training course can offer: personal tuition; 
disk-based tutorials; a full set of course notes on disk; and 
a wealth of practical extras, all for just £29.95+VAT. 

Best of all, your Reel-Time course is delivered to you 
pre-recorded on audio-cassette and disk. The whole 
course is yours to run on your own computer, at your own 
pace, and repeat whenever you like. 



Amslrad PC (1512 & 
1640): • IlsM/Coinpats (PC/XT/AT); 

• SuperCalc (for 3 & 4); ■ dBase II; 

• WordStar (l. M • Desktop Publishing; 
■ ilH'.'f.'V.Tn- Vmslrad Tt \\ 9512 (A 
Locoseript 2); ■ Locosixipt (PCVV H2.56); 

• The PCW Computer (for K25firtS.<;i2>; 

• SuperCalc 2; ■ dBase 11;- WordStar 
Professional (3.3); New Word 2. 



Call today - Learn tomorrow! 



Head-Line Communication Limited 
P O BOX 22, HEREFORD, HR4 8LW 
(Orders/enqs) Tel: (0602) 603623. 



Ask for a full lis! of our 

courses for IBM/ Amslrad 

computers and software. 




SIMPLY - THE BEST! 



MARGIN MAKER 



'MM3'Cut Sheet LOCATOR & ALIGNER for PCW 8000 Printers 

Vital when using printed stationary. Save time and paper. 'Waft' up to 

100gms paper between arms and load, accurately! Lock arms anywhere. 



Four scales marked. Simply fitted and adjusted. A real boon. 

ONLY 



"•Excellent product, MM3 is by far the best 

product of its kind on the market 

J Vou* r\mslT4d PCW' November 67 

"Very well designed, extremely Weil made. You 

would expect it to work welt, and it does" 

'Amslr *d PCW Magazine' October 87 

"MM3 must beTHE best add-on for the Amstrad 

FCWF 

Mr. I.T.CO- TonbrkJKe 



£10.50 



DEALER ENQUIRIES WELCOME 



tod, vat & p+p 
Send addressed adhesive LABEL, with RFMITTANCt made nut to-- 

"MARGIN MAKER" 
Dept. 8 Box 121 Gresham Road. Staines, Mx. TW182AJ, England. 

(Overseas . Add O . W Slerli ng) 

RfC. D(S. APPIN No. 1W3M7 cowls "MAJMUrTMAKOr 'MMT 



The 



PANASONIC 
As supplied 
by Amstrad 



UPGRADES 

FD4 <E» 

TYPE SECOND DISC DRIVE ,nclusive 

1 Megabyte unformatted (72QK lor matted), interna I lining 

PCW 8256 version £119 PCW 9512 version El 19 

Trie FD4 is only available win matching 'dl write' Ironl panel Amslrad now supply Iheir FD4 lor both the 
PCW 8JS6«nd 8512 

WUh our simple, yet frilly comprelwnilve snip by step instructions, DIY iftstaHatrtHi raallv la easy, ever lor 
the irieicpenenced. 

Our unbeatable prices include VAT and tsi class Registered Post 

FD2 PCW 8256 Second Drives Please Phone 

n.b. These drives are brand new, NOT reconditioned 

PCW SPARES 

phone for 

LOWEST PRICES 



PCW 8256 Memory Upgrade 



Wilh our besi selling, internal, 256K lo 51 2K memory upgrade kit. 

Our simple instructions assume no prior knowledge, experience, or skills. We supply 

tested. TOP QUALITY, lasi ( i SCnS) chrps which are |lg preformed far ease of 

insertion - NO BENDING REQU IRED ■ plus a praclica chip. 

PCW 8256 MEMORY UPGRADE KIT £59.00 
Memory Upgrade Kit plus FD4 £169,00 

Prices INCLUDE VAT ana UK post, normally by return 
Send UK Cheques/Money Ordets/LA or Government orders tor 



SILICON CITY 



Dept 8, Wheal Rose, Redruth, Cornwall TR16 SDR 
Access/Visa orders: Telephone 0209 891 14 1 




Successful projects, reports, courses, 

meetings and presentations can be 

yours with Brainstorm 



It's an ideas organiser 

It enhances and encourages your thinking and creativity 

It lets you build and rearrange maps of your thoughts 

It's so fast, it never impedes your creative flow 

It's quick to learn and is genuinely easy to use 

It's a tried and tested product with thousands of users 

It comes with a full tutorial and reference manual 

It's sold and supported by the experts - its authors 



Please send rap; 

□Amstrad PCW disk-only 
Brainstorm- 1 enclose £29.99. 
The manual is on disk in both 
LocoScript and ASCII text formats. 
| Forth er information. 



n 



□ PC-compatible Brainstorm and 
PopUp BramStorm— I enclose 

£52.95. This version can be 'popped 
up' on top ol textual applications— ideal 
for quick-relerence or lor instant 
capture of bright ideas. 



My name is_ 



My address is. 



Jel_ 



Please make your cheque out to Brainstorm Soft ware Ltd. Our address is 
18 Courtlands Close. Ruislio, Middlesex HA4 BAX. Tel: 0895 67784b. 



ONTEST 



SID STRIKES BACK 

One year after Black Monday, David Frost looks at two programs to guide 
your investments 



Stocks and shares for the masses - its been one of the big things of 
the eighties. Although the stock market crash of last October 
frightened many, the prospect of water, electricity, steel and even 
coal being privatised in the future will encourage plenty of people to 
take the element of risk involved in share ownership, Stockmarket 
and Market Merlin both promise to help you keep track of the profits 
(or losses) and suggest which shares to buy and sell... 



Share alike 

Companies are owned by Iheir 
shareholders who invest money 
with the aims of col letting a 
dividend (company profits 
divided and distributed to 
sharholders) and making a 
profit by selling Iheir shares 
when me price is right Prices 
go up as well as down so there 
is an element of risk in share 
ownership. 



Technically 

wrong 

In theory share prices should 
move up and down to relied 
company performance. In 
practice this does not happen 
because so many other 'actors 
can alfect share pnce 
movement. Technical analysis 
attempts to predkit when a 
change in price is likely and to 
indicate whether to buy or sell. 
It can work well given 
experience and a modicum ol 
luck but remember that lew 
technical analysis predicted last 
October's crash 



STOCKMARKET 

£39.95 • Meridian Software (01 850 7057) 
• All PCWs 

This is an improved version of a program which first 
appeared a couple of years ago - existing owners can 
upgrade for E19.95 plus the original disc and manual. The 
program is supplied on disc with a comprehensive and well 
produced manual catering for the 8000 series machines and 
the 9512, an installation program converting old data files to 
the new format. One side of the disc contains the program 
for price information and the files needed to boot 
Stockmarket; the other side is used for running the accounts 
programme. 

Both parts of Stockmarket are entirely menu-driven with 
three menus to choose from. These are a main menu, option 
menu and question menu. Where default settings (ie. ones 
automatically selected if you just close your eyes and press 
[ENTER]) exist they are usually fail safe which slows things 
up a little but does prevent you making a nonsense. A 
demonstration file is included for practice. 

The prices program is crucial because it records the 
movement of share prices and helps decide when to buy or 
sell. Up to 260 prices per share for a maximum of fifty 
shares can be recorded. Prices can be edited to allow for 
scrip and rights issues and part paid shares. Most users will 
wish to enter prices weekly and then plot the results to assist 
in determining future investment strategy. The program will 
plot prices on a linear or logarithmic scale with the latter 
being the most useful option. You can plot average prices 
for. say, 13 weeks to give an indication of price trends. 

Several different averages can be superimposed on the 
same graph. If you have a lot of entries in the price file it 
may be difficult to interpret the curves as the graph covers 
the whole range of stored prices with no means of 
expanding to investigate a shorter period, 8256/8512 owners 



STOCKMARKET 

PLUSES 

A Well written manual, easy to follow 
A Records share holding, dividends and 

cash accounts 
A Dividends can bo listed for lax purposes 
A Simple price movement analysts by 

moving average method 



MINUSES 

▼ Capital gain calculation does not allow for 
indexing 

▼ Fail safe default values are irritating 
T No expansion facility for price graphs 



RANGE OF FEATURES 3/5 EASE OF USE 

DOCUMENTATION 4/5 PERFORMANCE 

8000 PLUS VALUE VERDICT 4/5 
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can print the graphs but 9512 users will have to be content 
with viewing them on the screen unless they have a suitable 
printer 

The accounts program is used to keep track of individual 
share holdings and also bank, building society or cash 
accounts. You can have as many files as you like with up to 
50 shares in each. New purchases are entered in the buy 
menu which will automatically enter such information as 
stamp duty, commission and VAT You can alter the default 
settings for these in the housekeeping menu. Sales are 
recorded in a similar way and both current and historic files 
are maintained so there is a permanent record of your actual 
holding together with older data which may be needed for 
tax purposes. 

Printouts from both current and historic files can be done 
selectively which makes it possible to list a whole year's 
sales and purchases tor the tax return. Capital gains are 
indexed-linked for tax purposes but the program cannot take 




STOCKMAflKET - Graph showing live years movement ol ihe FT 30 index. The 
smoother line running just below it is the 26 week moving average of Ihe index. 
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STOCKMARKET - List of current share holdings 
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MARKET MERLIN ■ Short list of buy recommendations 



account of 'this so you will have to work out the details with a 
calculator or use a spreadsheet. Any gain shown on the print 
is likely to be in excess of the taxable gain. Dividends and 
tax credits are readily printed out in a format suitable for 
enclosing with the tax return. 

MARKET MERLIN 

£49.95 • Burncastle Associates (0483 
36591/0635 298267) • All PCWs 

Merlin is a totally different program which is geared to meet 
the needs of the active investor, it is unique amongst PCW 
investment analysis software in making definite 
recommendations as to which shares to buy. This advice 
does not extend as far as telling you when to sell so you will 
have to make your own judgement on when to take a profit 
or limit a loss and also on the shares to watch in the first 
place. 

Merlin runs on the 8256/8512 or 9512 (specify which) 
and needs no installation. The program runs from a main 
menu giving access to nine sub menus all of which are easy 
to follow. Apart from entering or editing data no demands are 
placed on the user. The manual supplied with the review 
copy was marred by poor layout and numerous spelling 
mistakes but Burncastle say a new version is in course of 
production. Newcomers to share ownership will appreciate 
the Stock Exchange guide to buying and selling shares 
which is also included. 

The manual's main interest lies in the explanation of how 
the buy recommendations are arrived at. The basis is an 
analysis of point and figure graphs which are a common 
form of technical analysis though less widely used than 
moving averages. Point and figure graphs chart movements 
of share prices in such a way that an X indicates a rising 
price and an O a falling one. Unchanged prices do not 
register. The Point is a unit of movement whose size varies 
in relation to the price of a share. Cheap shares have points 
of 1 p or 2 p whereas more highly priced ones have points of 
5p or even 10p. You choose the size of the point but Merlin 
always assumes that a reversal only takes place when the 
price has moved 3 points. 

If share dealing was so simple you would hardly need a 
computer to help, but there are other factors affecting prices 
and sentiment which Merlin takes into account. For optimum 
results you need to keep in touch with the share market by 
reading press comment, watching for possible bid situations 
and finding out what your broker thinks of the market and 
the shares you are interested in. Cover, yield, P/E ratios and 
the date of the company's results must also be entered. 
Subjective comments are entered on a scale from -2 to +2. 

The program also applies its own weighting factors as it 
looks for undervalued shares. These come in the form of ten 
ratings which assess the facts from different angles and are 
taken into account as the program works out its 



ONTEST 



4 BftE prict 47Sp on IV 7/8.8 

n 3* Index H73.4, Account 17, 7 mfci ta results on V 3/88 

tld points : -1 Press comtnt i 1 

Irokw's shut points; 1 Broker's <wrk(t points; I 

Cover: 2 field: S.3 PE ratit; 12.8 

Up: 231 

litinjs 3M.M 3M.M 218. 21 221.» 13.83 Cftffl l.M 
3M.M 24S.6? mM 8J3 JIM rerwll; 68. » 

*** HECaWHWATIuH f»* 
111 the checks and conditions tor this share kave been passed. 

four stockbroker obviously thinks this share is north considering 
and although recent press coment has been positive, it is the 
under lying strength that should induce a price increase. 

CONCLUSION: When a 3-point reversal has occurred... bug... B (t V !! 
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MARKET MERLIN ■ Full recommendation lor a selected slock 



recommendations. The manual does not explain exactly how 
these ratings are arrived at. other than to say the approach 
is cautious. Before investing any money it would be wise to 
have some practice runs to build confidence in the system. 

Fifty shares is a reasonable number to keep track of 
(there is theoretically no limit) and every time the data is 
updated Merlin will review its recommended list of buy 
shares. A short list itemises ail the potentially interesting 
shares and there is a full recommendation for selected 
stocks. This includes a summary of all the factual and 
subjective data together with a section of text explaining the 
reasons for the recommendation. 

Finally a chart shows the range of prices over which 
purchase is recommended depending on the stockbroker's 
assessment of overall market sentiment. The old adage that 
there is no profit until it is taken always applies and you will 
need a rise of around 1 0% just to cover dealing costs. ■ 



Computer error 

A caueal to anyone putting loo 
much faith in machines is that 
Ihe crash ot last October was 
largely caused by computers. 
The stock market computers 
are all linked and run under 
programs which sell 
automatically when pnces drop. 
Mot being 'intelligent', these 
programs didn't know when 
enough was enough and on this 
occasion got each other into a 
downward spiral which only 
ended with human intervention. 



Choose your weapons 



Siockmarket is best for the investor whose 
main concern is to keep an orderly record of 
shareholdings and associated tax records. If 
at a later stage you wish to use technical 
analysis on its own or to check other 
recommendations Ihe moving average 
method can be used. Owners of the earlier 
version should consider an upgrade, partly 
because the new program Is very much faster 
and partly to gain advantage of the improved 
dividend recording and tax printouts, 



MerJin is very definitely for the active 
investor who is prepared to commit time to 
managing his portfolio, tt requires faith both 
In the point and figure system and trie 
weighting factors applied by Merlin. You will 
still need another program to keep track of 
sales, purchases and dividends. The review 
period has not been long enough to assess 
whether you are likely to win or lose by 
investing using Merlin's recommendations 
although the authors claim 80% success. 



MARKET MERLIN 

PLUSES 

A Unique ability to give 'buy' 

recommendations 
A Takes account of several subjective 

factors affecting share price movement 
A Easy to use 



MINUSES 

▼ Some subjective data has to be entered 

▼ Comprehensive manual marred by poor 
spelling and presentation 

▼ No capability of recording sales, 
purchases or holdings 

▼ No indication ol when to sell 
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Your One-Stop 
Shopping Centre 



for ail your TEL 01 -567 731 3 

COMPUTER SUPPLIES < 

13% 
Order by 3pm - we OFF ALL PRICES SHOWN 
despatch by 4pm FOR OVERSEAS BUYERS! 



<®n 



PCW HARDWARE 

PCW8256 £387.39 

PCW8S12 £498.39 

PCW9512 £553.69 

Additional Disk Drive lor 8256/9512 ..£137.00 

Moder- £99.95 

RS232 Interface £57.85 

8256 Memory Upgrade POA 

Trade in your old PCW 

Part exchange your 8256/6512 

for PC1512/1640 

CALL FOR LATEST PRICES! 

3" DISK DRIVE ONLY 
CLEANING KIT £9.20 

Printer Maintenance Ktl £16.00 

PCW GAMES 

Cyruss Chess II £14.00 

Time& Magic £14.00 

Clock Chess CP £14.95 

Bridge Player £18.00 

Leather Goddesses £20,00 

Head Over Heels.. £14.95 

Draughts/Checkers £1 4.95 

Maichday II £14.95 

Ballyhoo £20.00 

Scrabble Deluxe £20.00 

Hitchhikers Guide £20.00 

Tomahawk .„„„..,„ £20.00 

Backgammon CP , £14,95 

Knight Ore £1 9.95 

Steve Davis Snooker £13.50 

Strfce Force Harrier £19.95 

Jimtler £24.95 

RIBBONS 

LOW, LOW PRICES! 



PCW8256/8512 £3.90 

8256(8512 Red or Blue £4.95 

8256/851 2 Carbon £4.95 

DMP 2000/3000 £3.90 

PCW9512 £3,65 

PCW951 2 Red or Blue £4.65 



£3.70 
£4.70 
£4.70 
£3.70 
£3.75 
£4.75 



PCW 9512 DAISYWHEELS 

Many styles £5.80 

PAPER & LABELS 

2000 sheets n'j 14 5" 1pl60gsm £15.50 

1000 sheets 11"* 9.5" 2pl OTC £16.95 

2000 sheets 11" x 9.5" t pi 60gsm £1 3 49 

1 000 Sheets 11" x 9.5" 2pl NCR £22. 16 

2000 sheets A4 1 pt 7095m Microperf .. £1 6 95 
1 000 sheets A4 1 pt 85gsm Microperf .. £1 0.95 

Labels 1 across 2 across 

2000 3w" x I7.11" £8.85* £9.20 

2000 3i*"x1 ins" £11.74 £11.84 

2000 4" X Inn" £9,53" £9.65 

2000 4" x 1 1W £13.00 £12.72 

"Available in Slue, Yellow. Pink, Green (£1 eitral 
OTHER SIZES AVAILABLE 

PCW BOOKS 

Advanced Amstrad Basic (Locom) £12.95 

Amstrad 8256/951 2 More W/pracessing£9,95 

Amslrad CP/M Plus £12,95 

Amslrad Comms (CPC/PCW) £8.95 

Amstrad Companion {Mallard) £7.95 

Amstrad Wordprocessing (8256) £8.95 

Introduction to CP/M Plus on Amslrads £7.95 

Ger Started 8256/851 2 £7.95 

Mastering Amslrad Guide/ 

WP Amstrad 8256 £5.95 

Pracncal Amstrad Wordprocessing £7.95 




All Amstrads 
in stock - 
PHONE NOW 
& ORDER YOURS! 



DA ATA FAX by Kempston 
Diary/Ph oneboolf C alend ar/Notepad 

Filofax on your PCW £33.50 

Stationary £6.95 

GIFT PACK (with Stationery/Binder) £42.00 



Mini Office 

PROFESSIONAL 



Very successful - many new features 
S separate programs - Wordprocessor 
• Database ■ Spreadsheet • Graphics 
■ Communications Interactive 
OUR PRICE ONLY £22 



4 BriBianl Programs from 



tDIGITA 

INTERNATIONAL 



BUSINESS CONTROLLER - for complete 

accounting to financial planning £95.00 

DATASTORE II Database £32.20 

SUPERTYPE II (Loco II compatible) £19.50 
PERSONAL TAX PLANNER Calculate your 
income tax - ideal lor accountants ...£23.95 




AMX MOUSE + DESKTOP 

Graphic Front End- Desk Diary 

Phone Address Book-Memopad £57 50 

PCW DTP 

Fleet Street Editor Plus £46 00 

Electric Studio Newsdesk Int £38.52 

Database Publisher (Software) £23.00 

Database Publisher & AMX Mouse ... £59.80 

STOP PRESS! 

DESK TOP PUBLISHING 

13 Fonts. Clip An. Typesetting, Cut & 
Pasteup. Graphic Design 

STOP PRESS £34.50 

STOP PRESS + AMX MOUSE £69.00 




COPYHOLDER 

Adjustable ' DeskcSamping 
Conveniens • Versatile 
ONLY £18.50 



DISK STORAGE 

Box clever - protect your disks 
with high quality perspex, tockable 
storage boxes. Hold 20 3" disks & cases. 
ONLY £9.95 




SOFTWARE 
Accounts 

Sage Popular Accounts £84.95 

Sage Payroll £59.45 

Sage Invoice/Stock Control £59.45 

Sage Accounts Plus £127.45 

Camsoft Invoice/Stock/Sates ledger £79.96 

Camsott Payroll £39.96 

MAP Integrated ..£119.20 

Sandpiper Accounting System £120.00 

Wordprocessing 

Locomail £31.96 

LOCOspell lor Loco I & II.. £19.50 

New Word II £55.96 

Locospell + Locoscripl il £32.50 

Prolext ..£63.15 

Tasword 6000 £20.40 

Locotonl £18.00 

Locoscripl II £23 00 

Amor Prospell £23.98 

Spreads neets 

Am solt Su percale It £24.50 

Newstar Cracker II £34.50 

Database 

dBase II.... £75.00 

Daiastorelt £32.50 

Sage Retrieve » £48.30 

Camsofl Cambase II .....£34.50 

TAS £101.95 

Sage Magic Filer .„.„„.,. ...,-,,....£55.99 

Masterfile 8000 £47.50 

Graphics 

DRDraw £39.96 

DR Graph £39.96 

Electric Studio Lighipen + Newsdesk .. £56.00 

Electric Studio Mouse Set £79.00 

Electric Sludio Video Digitiser £92.50 

Communications 

Sage E Mail £59.95 

Sage Viewdata £59.95 

Sage Combo (E&V) £64.99 

Sage Chit Chal (ESV) incl Modem ,.,. £209.00 

Languages 

French Mistress Kosmos £1 6.95 

German Master Kosmos ,,..,..,... £16.95 

Spanish Tutor Kosmos £16.95 

llalian Tutor Kosmos £16.95 

SPECIAL OFFERS ON TYPING 
TUTORS 

lansyst Crash Typing , £t 9.50 

lansysl Two Fingers Touchtype Course .. £19.90 

DUST COVERS 

PCW 951 2 (3 piece) £12 45 

PCW825678512 (3 piece) £11.45 

PC1 640 (2 piece) £9.50 

PC1 51 2 (2 piece) £8.50 

DMP 2000/3000/3160 ., ...£4.50 

DMP 4000 £5.50 

LQ3500 £4.50 



3" DISKS 

5 10 20 

CF2 El 2.95 £23.95 £46.00 

CF2-DD £29.00 £49.95 £69.00 



cc 







MAIL ORDER + EXPORT HOTLINE 01-567 7313 




ALL PRICES 
INCLUDE VAT 

(Overseas orders deduct 1 3%) 



Official orders welcome from 

PLC, Government S Educational 

establishments 

ALL PRODUCTS CARRY 

KCS GUARANTEE 



Posl 4 Packing (UK Only): 
Ribbons 25p Eacb 
Computer P^per £3 per Sox 
ATI other items 50p eacb 
Computer/Printers £7.50 tby courier i 



Kavin Computer Supplies 

106 South Ealmg Road 

Ealing London W5 4QL 

Tel: 01-567 7313 

Fan; 01-578 2352 

Teles: 947838 GEEWS Oept KCS 

Callers welcome 9.30-5.30 



KRIIN 



STOCKMARKET 



STOCKS AND SHEETS 

Use your PCW to monitor your stocks and shares: Margaret Osborne gives 
you inside information 



In its more simple form, chartism involves plotting share 
price against time, and recognizing shapes or forms from 
which inferences can be drawn with regard to likely 
share price movement. A number of popular investment 
books describe the standard curve forms and their 
interpretation. Beyond this, plots are extended to include 
statistical or analytical functions of the data and this is where 
ihe power of a spreadsheet comes into its own. Perhaps the 
best known technique is that based on 'moving averages'. 
With this technique, share price is plotted together with 
two averages of price over a preceding period, one being 
four times longer than the other (commonly 100 days and 25 
days). Here's an example for my favourite company, one 
Amstrad pic, based on 1 6 week and four week averages 
(which corresponds roughly to the 100 and 25 day periods 
but is more practicable within the constraints of the PCW- 
size memory). 



AMSTRAD SHARES MONITOR 1987/8 



Moving A v*r »s *s 

Pric* .•#> 



Week 1 - 10^10^S? 



1.98 



1,98 

i.?a 



1.40 



L.50 



1.40 

1.30 
1.20 

Lie 

i.ee 



Share Pr ice 
1£ Week moving ftv. 
4 ktevk Moving ftv. 




10 13 1£ 19 22 25 28 31 34 37 40 43 4i 
Meek 



The points that chartists particularly look for are the 
cross-overs of the two moving average lines. If the short 
term moving average cuts through the long term average 
and both are sloping downwards it is known as a 'dead 
cross' and is a good cue to sell. This is very well illustrated 
at point A which corresponds to the stock market crash of 
last October. If the converse is the case, it is known as a 
golden cross' which is regarded as a very 'bullish' indicator 
and therefore a cue to buy. Point B is a follow-on cross-over 
which is not strictly a golden cross as both averages are not 
rising. However, as can be seen, it was a very good prompt 
to buy as the price of the share nearly doubled within a few 
months. 

This shows the layout and functions (shown in formula 
display) for recording share prices and calculating the 
moving averages using SuperCalc 2. A point to note is that 
you require 1 6 weekly readings before the first long-term 
calculation can be made. When I first started charting, I 
obtained historical data from back copies of The Times at 
the public library in order to be able to start computing 
immediately. 



You can monitor share prices without specialist software like that 
reviewed in the preceding pages - if you are an investor in company 
shares, your PCW together with a spreadsheet package can be 
useful in two ways. Firstly, you can try your hand at technical 
analysis or 'chartism' as an aid to investment strategy. Secondly, for 
your portfolio you can keep a running acount of your profit and loss 
situation for each share and how it rates as an investment (in 
comparison with return from a building society or other safe' form 
of investment). 



As SuperCalc does not have 
a graphics output option, I use 
DR Graph (DRG) for producing 
plots of which the above graph 
is an example. I copy both 
packages to the extended M 
drive of my 8256 (for £20, 
purchase of the additional chips 
was the best investment I ever 
made). I then find that the two 
can be used together as 
virtually a single package, 
taking advantage of the Super 
Data Interchange (SDt) option 
when I wish to copy a lot of data 
from SuperCalc to DR Graph. 

The second useful area of 
application of a spreadsheet is 
monitoring profit and loss from 
investments. The layout I use 
for this purpose is shown here 
(again data and formula 
display). 

The example is that of 
someone who purchases 1000 
Amstrad shares on Christmas 
Eve (last minute present for 
someone perhaps) in 
anticipation of the moving 
average trends of the cross- 
over which subsequently occurs 
during week 15. The share 
price is inserted weekly and 
four functions are automatically 
derived as shown in the formula 
display. The multiplying factor of 
0.981 in Total Value is to allow 
for selling charges (Stockbroker's Commission and Stamp 
Duty at 1 .65% and 0.3% respectively). The percentage per 
annum gives a rough basis (as it is only a simple interest 
formula) for comparison with other forms of investment. If 
space allowed for continuation of the record to the present 
time (mid-August), it would show that value had been nearly 
doubled and the annual return was approaching 200%. 
However this is unlikely to continue indefinitely with such a 
volatile share as Amstrad and therefore the secret of 
maximising profit is to keep a lookout for the next SELL cue 
in the plot of moving averages. ■ 
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Spfeaosheel - Profit and loss monitor 
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Spieadsfieel - Share price moving averages 



Further reading 

A Daily Telegraph publication 
'Stocks and Shares' by Roger 
Hardman, >n the chapter 
heaped 'Drawing your own 
Chans', goes through itns 
process in more detail. 
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ROBOTICS * PLANT MONITORING CONTROL 
SECURITY * DATA LOGGING * CENTRAL HEATING ' ETC 




Industrial engineers, electronics hobbyists, schools and colleges are 
using this interface and associated modules to develop microprocessor 
control applications on the AMSTRAD PCW and then replacing the 
PCW with our Z80A based single board micro-controller 

PARALLEL I/O INTERFACE £55.95 

Z80A Single Board Micro-Controller - only E94.95! 

I/O Test Module £39.95 Breakout Module E18.9S 

8 channel A to D Module £39.95 D to A Module £29.95 

(t0% reduction on module price il purchased with Interface) 

Transducer interlace circuits suitable for any computer with an I/O port 
available or made to your specifications, e.g. Dual stepper motor/dual 
dc motor control - £19.95 each, DC and stepper motors also available 
- SAE/phone for full details 



SM ENGINEERING 'St Georges' Uon Hill Stone Cross 



Telephone 0323-766262 



Pevensey East Sussex BN24 5E0 



CASPELL 

COMPUTER SERVICES 

- ALL OUR PRICES INCLUDE VAT - 



PAPER 



AH prices per thousand sh&ets tncf. VAT 
.£6.45 
.£7.95 
.£9.95 
.£9.70 
£10.95 



11/9.5 60gsm Listing 
1 1/9.5 70gsm Microperf . 
1 1/9.5 85gsm Letter Qual 
A4 Size 70gsm Microperf 
A4 Size85gsm L/Qual . 

11/9.5 2-pt NCR £19.40 

A5 Size Letter Qual £13.90 



Address Labels 



3.5/1.5, 1- or 2-across £3.75 
+ £2.50 P&P per order 
(Paper/Labels only) 



RIBBONS 



(Please state machine type with order) 

PCW 8256/85 12: 1 -off 2-off 

Black Norm Length £3.95 £7.45 

Black Extra Long £4.95 £8,95 

Multistrike Films £3.95 £7,45 

Colours* £4.95 £8.95 
*Red, Blue. Brown, Green 

PCW9512: 1-off 2-off 

Multistrike Films £3.95 £7.45 
Fabric Black £3.95 £7.45 

Fabric Black L/Life £4.95 £8.95 
Colours (Red, Blue) £4.95 £8,95 
Mix n' Match Any 5 @ E3.95 lor £17 
Any 5 @ £4 95 for £20 



e 



DISKS 



- Genuine - 

AMSOFT 

£21 .95 for 10 

£1 1 .50 for 5 

incl. VAT & post 



SPECIAL 



"10-in-a-box" 

Smart, lockable box with 10 Amsoft 



£29.95 

inc VAT & post 




(Box holds 20+ disks) 
•Box on its own £9.95 



FREE CATALOGUE 



n 



Cheques/POs (no stamp needed): 
CASPELL COMPUTER SERVICES 

Dept 8k. FREEPOST, Poole, Dorset BH15 1 BR 

visASftccEss (0202) 6661 55 





STOCKMARKET 

THE COMPREHENSIVE INVESTMENT PROGRAM! 

STOCKMARKET is a program designed to help you plan your investments and keep a close and careful watch on their progress. It enables you to 
record full details of your purchases and sales of stocks, shares, unit trusts and other securities. Dividends can be recorded as they are received. If 
required, cash balances in savings accounts can also be monitored as stocks are bought and sold. It also lets you record and plot prices of shares, unit 
trusts, exchange rates, indexes etc. 

STOCKMARKET does not have to be used only with your real investments. We all see shares recommended in a newspaper or magazine thai we 
think will do well. Six months later if the price has gone up we wish that we had trusted our judgement. If the price has fallen we quietly forget it. 
With STOCKMARKET you can record details of as many shares folios as you want. These can include hypothetical folios of 'hot stocks , recovery 
shares, penny snares or whatever you choose. You can practise buying and selling shares and see how well you do! 

The program is easy to use and comes complete with a comprehensive manual and demonstration files including real price information going back 
several years for several shares (inc FT 30 index, British Telecom, Amstrad, Marks & Spencers) so that you can plot graphs straight away. 



PORTFOLIO MANAGEMENT 

* Record full details of your portfolios of stocks, shares, unit trusts etc. 

* Practise buying and selling and accurately record your progress. 

* Up to fifty shares per folio. As many folios as you like. 

* Buy and sell shares with automatic calculation of dealing costs. 

* Ten sets of dealing costs which you can alter as necessary. 

* Record dividend yields and price earnings ratios. 

* Update prices and automatically recalculate share and folio values. 

* Record tax credits (not CPC) and dividend payments. 

* List one year's information for the tax man (not CPC). 

* Keep records of your cash as you buy and sell. 

* List your present folio, past transactions, dividends and cash accounts. 



PRICE ANALYSIS 

* Record values of share prices, unit trusts, indexes, exchange rates etc. 

* Store up to 260 prices per share (equivalent to weekly prices for 5 years). 

* List all the prices for each share. 

* Plot prices and moving averages on a logarithmic or linear scale. 

* Choose any period for moving averages. Plot them separetely or 
superimpose them on the price. 

* Automatic scaling of graphs so they always nil whole screen. 

* Easy to read scales for prices and dates (not just week numbers). 

* Complete with real weekly prices for several shares for the last few years 
(inc FT 30, British Telecom) as a demonstration. 

* Use curves as a guide to the best buying and selling opportunities. 



Comprehensive fifty page manual. Complete with demonstration account and prices 

AMSTRAD PC, PPC, IBM PC and compatibles £39-95 
AMSTRAD PCW £39-95 

mrnfTMiXT (AMSTRAD CPC (disc) £29-95 

Jy| K, J\ J Jj J[ J\ ^ Prices are all inclusive worldwide. Send cheque or phone any day (including 



^©S'SWSlff® 



weekends) from Sam to 9pm and quote credit card number for immediate 
delivery by first class post. 

38 Balcaskie Road, London, SE9 1HQ, Tel: 01-850 7057 
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Woman of letters Sharon Bradley leafs through two new books 
for PCW owners 



LOCOSCRIPT 

by Anne Clark and Kath Butler 

£3.50 • Pitman Publishing (01-379 7383) 

Somewhere out there are a million PCW owners. Most of 
them are first-time users of computers, looking for some kind 
of guide to LocoScript to supplement the manual. This book 
is another of the training guides that are currently flooding 
the bookshops aimed at this vast market. 

The aim of the book is to provide immediate hands-on 
learning in as uncomplicated a way as possible. The book 
consists of 27 tasks each one of which explores some 
aspect of LocoSchpt's various editing facilities, from the 
most mundane (like inserting and deleting characters) to the 
more advanced (tilling a standard letter with variable 
material, for example). 

The introduction reveals some of the more obscure key 
combinations that you will need to know about in order to get 
the best out of LocoScript (for example, pressing ALT and 
ENTER together acts as a Caps Lock for all ensuing letters, 
whilst holding down either SHIFT, ALT or EXTRA with 
another key will produce further hidden characters.) 

Each task (or chapter) has what is termed an objective at 
the top of the page: then a series of instructions on how to 
achieve that end. You're then asked to type in some text 
which is usually to be found on the next page in a different 
typeface. Finally you're instructed to make various 
amendments to that typed-in text using the facilities that that 
particular task is trying to get you to master. 

Each of the 27 chapters works on exactly the same 
principle which does tend to get a little monotonous after a 
while. Still, tedium is one of the prices you pay for a 



foolproof guide. The text that you will be typing into your 
PCW with each chapter has certainly not been chosen for its 
ability to keep an audience's attention riveted. Whilst some 
contain more general and vaguely useful pointers about 
wordprocessing, the text in Task 3, which enlightens us on 
the equipment used in the postal section or mailroom of an 
organization, seems superfluous in the extreme. 

The format for each task also stays the same throughout 
the book; the Text Creation paragraph can become slightly 
wearing after a while because you're basically being told to 
do the same thing 27 times on every other page. The same 
can probably be said of the Memory 
Jogger paragraph which encourages 
you to remember and use facilities 
that have been covered in previous 
chapters. 

The instructions in the guide are 
easy to follow, clear and precise. And 
even if the guide is at times a little 
repetitive, it's worthwhile bearing in 
mind that it will probably achieve 
exactly what it has set out to do, 
which is provide thorough and 
positive tuition in LocoScript II. And, 
what's more, at a pretty reasonable 
price. 



ONTEST 

BOOKS 



Lacoscript 



LOCOSCRIPT 

(ISBN 0-273-02916-9) 

8000 PLUS VALUE VERDICT 4/5 



HACKER'S HANDBOOK III 

by Hugo Cornwall 

E6.95 • Century Hutchinson (01-240 3411) 

This updated edition of The New Hacker's Handbook 
contains more sound advice on how to be a hacker: the term 
used to describe those people who break into Prince Philip's 
electronic mailbox and read his letters by guessing that the 
password he uses is 20RBA, or who try to tap into the 
Pentagon computer via phone lines and start World War IN. 

The book provides sound advice on the sort of 
equipment you're likely to need before you start hacking, 
and where to find sources of lucrative information once you 
do get going. One of the best sources of information is the 
bulletin board, and accompanying the advice are authentic 
excerpts from various guides to well-known operating 
systems which have appeared on hobbyist boards. 

Hacker's Handbook III shows you how to ask the right 
kinds of questions: the organization using the system in 
question - is there any information being published about it? 
When was the hardware and software installed? Who 
supplied the system in question and is there anybody else 
using it? 

There's quite a few useful hints and tips about arriving at 
a correct password (or entry validation procedure if you want 
to sound impressive) for a particular system. These will help 



you determine what sort of things 
to look for and illustrate likely 
conclusions to draw from that 
information. The book is sprinkled 
with recounted episodes of some 
of the more impressive hacks to 
date. 

The would-be hacker is also 
warned of the various pitfalls in 
the trade and the consequent risks 
of unauthorized invasion (which, in 
some cases, is surprisingly easy). 

Hackers Handbook III will be 
as worthwhile for the comms 
enthusiast as it is for the serious 
hacker. It also supplies a clear and 
lively introduction to hacking for the novice whilst the 
troubleshooting section at the back provides answers to 
some of the most common queries that are likely to occur 
whatever the level of hacking experience. 



HACKERS HANDBOOK III 

(ISBN 0-7126-1147-9} 

8000 PLUS VALUE VERDICT 4/5 
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ONTEST 

GAMES 



CATCH 23 

£19,99 • Martech {0323 768456) • All PCWs 
Now we all like to get away from time to time but the kind of 
island this game reveals is certainly one for the more 
adventurous. Indeed, its minefields, electrified fences and 
enemy patrols make it only a little less masochistic than 
holidaying with Club 18-30. 

Certainly, this is no paradise island. Divided up into 
fourteen zones, the island reveals a variety of topographical 
features including marshes, woods and mountains. Once a 
thriving civilian locale, it has now been taken over by the 
military and is a far from friendly environment. 

Catch 23 is very much a game of exploration. But what 
are you hoping to find? Oh nothing much, only 'the most 
secret military complex on earth'. If it's that secret, how 
come we know all about it? Still, reviewers can be too 
fastidious. 

Hidden in this military complex is the CK23, an 'orbital 
interceptor' no less, which carries an advanced laser system 
capable of destroying enemy spacecraft and missiles. Who 
the enemy are or why they are adversaries is not made very 
clear. 

Your far from simple task is to locate this complex and 
abscond with the design of the CK23. If that wasn't being 
anti-social enough, you then have to set a delay bomb on 
the island's nuclear reactor, making sure, of course, that you 
don't blow yourself up in the process. 

The action takes place at night between the hours of 
2200 and 0600 which means that you have only a mere 
eight hours to complete the mission, about the same time it 
takes the national cricket team to lose a test match. 

As you're on foot, the action is seen from your helmet 
with movement left, right, forward and back all possible. The 
view in front ot you is stark but not uninteresting. The three 
dimensional vector graphics (you know, where normally solid 
objects take on the appearance of coat hangers) are similar 
to those in Starglider for those who saw that game. Except 
for the armoured tanks that patrol the island, however, all 
objects are stationary, though there is an impressive change 
ot perspective each time you move. 

At the beginning of each game you may find yourself in 
any of the fourteen sectors. As you are parachuted in, you 
are at the mercy of the wind. This does not mean, however, 
that you are totally alone. The island, it seems, has its own 
underground movement, so underground in fact that I failed 
to find any of them. Yet the playguide hints of some colourful 
if totally unbelievable characters, such as the Spaniard, 
Homero Guevara, brother of the renowned bull-fighter El 
Guevara, Professors Ning and Wang, and Cristopholous 
Stavros who. when not doing feeble impressions of Harry 
Enfield, likes to play football and tennis, presumably not at 
the same time. 

Boom town 

On foot then, you proceed to explore the wire buildings 
which surround you. Some contain doors, though not all of 
them. I discovered, actually open... or so it seemed. These 
buildings can provide you with vital information to your quest 



CATCH 23 

PLUSES 

A Comprehensive playguide including map 
A Complementary mixture of reflex action 

and strategy 
▲ 30 vector graphics provide suitably 

ominous atmosphere 



MINUSES 

▼ You die too quickly and too easily 

▼ Weak background scenario 



WARC 

Man of peace and freedom Tonyf 
warlike games from Martech 




GRAPHICS 

ADDICTIVENESS 



4/5 LASTING APPEAL 
4/5 VALUE VERDICT 



- batteries for the mine detector, 
explosives for making bombs, spare 
ammunition clips and so on. 

On the other hand, you must look out 
for booby traps, otherwise the one fragile 
life the game affords will be brought to a 
sudden and undignified end. Minefields 
are another hazard which can lead to a similar demise, 
though your mine detector should keep you out of trouble. 

A comforting fact for the less athletic is that all the 
exploration does not have to be on foot. There is a swift and 
efficient shuttle service which can take you to another zone 
in a matter of seconds. This is very well done. At first you 
get the impression of pulling out ot a station at a fairly slow 
speed, to be followed by a high speed trip as buildings flash 
past you on either side. 

As well as the view in front of you, the screen displays a 
range of necessary information - the current zone you 
occupy, amount of bullets available, battery status and 
compass. It also shows how many bombs you have at your 
disposal - up to a maximum of three. These can be used for 
a number of purposes: disposing of buildings, blowing up 
tanks or, for the more sophisticated player, creating a 
diversion. You are equipped with an unlimited supply of 
detonators and timers, but once you have used up your 
initial supply of bombs more can be found in the island's 
buildings. 

But the game is not all strategy and exploration. The foot 
and tank patrols provide plenty of action to test your 
reflexes. The foot patrols can suddenly appear in front of 
you when you least expect, either very close or at a 
distance, and you have only a second or two to line up your 
shot. A 'dan gero meter' at the bottom of the screen does 
provide some warning so that you are not always taken 
totally by surprise. 

One of the disappointing features of the game is that you 
only have one life which means that no matter how far you 
get, one fatal mistake will take you right back to the 
beginning. As in adventure games, however, there is a save 
facility which in this case you will need to use extensively. 

A good deal of thought and planning has gone into the 
making of this game and it shows. Not without its flaws but 
certainly a game worth playing. ■ 
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anagan takes a look at two 



THE ARMAGEDDON MAN 

£19.99 • Martech (0323 768456) • 8000s only 

What with Mindfighter last month and now this one there 
seems to be a distinctly apocalyptic feeling in the air. 
Perhaps the appalling summer has stirred up some latent 
deathwish in us all or perhaps we just want cheering up. 
After all, as any bar bore will tell you, what this country 
needs is a good war! What better entertainment than 
inflicting horrific injuries on each other and then dying of 
radiation sickness, 

Commendably, the object in both Mindfighter and The 
Armageddon Man is to prevent nuclear war from breaking 
out. In the latter, you take on the awesome role of Supreme 
Commander, a world leader in effect, whose task it is to 
prevent Armageddon. Unlike Mindfighter. this is a a game of 
strategy rather than adventure but is nonetheless 
compulsive. As any respectable dictator will tell you, there is 
something very appealing about holding the fate of nations 
in your hands. 

As head of the UNN you are responsible for maintaining 
good relations between the sixteen member countries. To be 
successful, you will need a a good complement of 




diplomatic, military and tactical skills. The fact that there are 
'240 inter-country relationships' to think about puts the 
awesomeness of your task into perspective. 

Primarily, you must attempt to establish a good personal 
relationship with each country. This means taking into 
account the idiosyncrasies of each of the members - 
different political systems, especial economic problems and 
so on. Communication with each nation is of the utmost 
importance as it is only through frequent contact that good 
relations can be maintained Countries that are left to their 
own devices tend to develop their own initiatives which may 
not always have the interests of the UNN as a whole at 
heart. 

It is also important to foster good relationships between 



the member countries. Although you might be tempted - out 
of sheer devilment - to plunge the world into nuclear 
holocaust just to see what happens your prime objective is 
peace and prosperity for all nations (boring eh?). Conflicts 
have to be nipped in the bud otherwise these can quickly 
degenerate into nuclear tit for tat which in turn could 
escalate to involve other countries. 



Thought for food 

By providing sufficent food and resources for 
each country, you can ensure that each country 
stays relatively happy. Economic stability is a 
priority as once a country becomes economically 
unstable it is more prone to conflict with other 
countries. As Supreme Commander, you have 
the power to encourage or discourage trade 
between nations, depending on how they 
behave. Obviously, it is in your interests to 
weaken potential aggressors as it is to develop 
weaker nations that show promise. 

This goes for military capability too. Again, 
you have power to increase or decrease the 
military might of any particular nation. Should 
one particular nation become too powerful then it 
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THE ARMAGEDDON MAN 

PLUSES MINUSES 

A Always something to do ▼ Explanation of radio network confusing 

A Good screen layout T Possibly too many countries 

A Efficient icon system 

A Easy to gel into 


GRAPHICS 

ADDICTIVENESS 


4/5 LASTING APPEAL 
4/5 VALUE VERDICT 


4/5 
4/5 



could cause a good deal of trouble. Maintaining equilibrium 
is the name of the game. 

The gameplay is quick and you are never left with 
nothing to do or waiting for something to happen. In fact, the 
opposite is true as information from different sources comes 
pouring in. The game employs an efficient icon system, with 
five principal windows and a map of the world occupying the 
main screen. The first icon gives you access to a 
comprehensive satellite system which contains nine 
satellites in all. These may be strategically positioned for 
surveillance purposes and are shown on the main map. 

The second icon gives access to information on all 
sixteen countries, detailing military capability, and quantities 
of food and resources. This needs to be surveyed fairly 
frequently if you are to make the right decisions. A third icon, 
consisting of an in-tray and an out-tray, provides the 
communication point for you and each of the member 
countries, incoming messages tend to be very specific. Two 
countries, for example, may want to trade and need your 
approval. Others might be interested in a cultural exchange 
(though there might be more to this than meets the eye). 

Perhaps the most novel feature of the game is the radio 
network accessed through the fourlh icon. This allows you to 
tap into any clandestine communication between countries. 
By tuning into the correct frequency you can decipher the 
garbled message that flows repeatedly onto the screen. 

Wars may be conventional or nuclear, though a nuclear 
war does not necessarily mean total obliteration of the whole 
world. Usually, it means the annihilation of one of the 
countries involved. When such a war breaks out, the screen 
map shows tiny missiles flying between the warring factions. 

To help you, the game contains a colour map of the world 
and reusable flags as well as a very thorough playguide. If 
you like a game which tests your decision -making skills then 
this game will certainly appeal. ■ 
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DISCOUNT SOFTWARE 

FOR THE PCW 8256, 8512 & 9512 



HARDWARE 



5.25" DISC DRIVES 

We now slock 5.25" fully 

compatible disc drives for ihe 

PCW range. They are directly 

addressed by CPM and 

require no extra software. 

PCW 8256 & 9512 

5.25" drive £129.95 

PCW 8512 

switchable drive £149.95 



WORD PROCESSING 



Ta sword 8000 17.95 

Taspriut 8000 10.95 

Taspell 8000 I 1.95 

Tas Sit(n 23.95 

Locoscript 2 [new version) 21.95 

I,oeoscripl 2 + Locospell 31.95 

Protexl Filer iiuTds Pnttt-sil ...21.95 
Protext Office [needs I'muwi).. 29.95 



MJC SPECIAL: 
PROTEXT CPM FULL VERSION 

iniliulmi; Spellehceker & M.iilnierm - 
RRP £59.95 OURS £39,95 



DATABASES 



Master! Me 8000 34.95 

Al Last Plus .32.95 

Comix Card Index 29.95 

Minerva First Base 25.05 



TUTORIAL 



German Master 15.95 

French Mistress 15.95 

Italian Tutor 15.95 

Spanish Tutor 1 5.95 

lansysl Two Finger Typing . 19.95 

lansysl Crash 

Course Typing 19.95 



SPREADSHEET/PLANNING 



Supercalc 2 39.95 

Minerva First Calc 25.95 

Money Manager Plus 34.95 

Sloekmarkel [share analysis).. 34.95 
Comix Simple Accounts ....41.95 
Plan-It [personal planner) 15.95 



DESKTOP/GRAPHICS 



Desktop Publisher 19.95 

Desktop Publisher + AMX 

Mouse 59.95 

Newsdesk International 34.95 

Slop Press Software 39.95 

Stop Press + AMX Mouse ...79.95 



GAMES 



MASTERSCAN: will digitise 

MOST pictures using an optica! 

scanner attached to the PCW 

printer head. Images can then 

be re- printed or saved to disc 

and incorporated in the Master 

paint or Desktop Publisher. 

RRP £69.95 OURS £54.95 



MASTERPAINT: graphics park 
aye which can be used to en 

hanee or alter images produced 

by Mastcrscan or as stand 

alone drawings package. 

RRP £19.95 OURS £15.95 



MASTER PACK: ineluding both 

Mastcrscan and Masterpaiut. 

RRP £79.95 OURS £61.95 



Dr Draw 39.95 

Dr Graphic 39.95 

Superlype II 21.95 



LANGUAGES 



Hisoft Forth 18.95 

Nevada Cobol 39.95 

Nevada Fortran 39.95 

Hisoft Pascal 80 39.95 

Hisofl Devpac 80 V2 39.95 

Hisoft C Compiler 39.95 

DRCBASIC 35.95 

DR Pascal MT+ 35.95 

Maxam II 39.95 

ArnorC ...39.95 

Hisofl Lisp. .19.95 



The Pawn 19.95 

Starglider 19,95 

Guild of Thieves 19.95 

Jinxter 19.95 

Trivial Pursuit .....16.95 

Scrabble (not 9512) 16.95 

Tomahawk (not 9512) 16.95 

Clock Chess. 88 12.95 

Matchday 11 12.95 

Batman (not 9512) 12.95 



BOOKS 



Program Your PCW 7.95 

Amsofl PCW Basic 2. 9.95 

Amstrad CPM + 12.95 

Business & mini office 11,95 



PRINTER RIBBONS 



PCW 8256/8512 Palme 14m ..3.95 

x i ...7.00 

PCW 8000 ■nltitiiccl nil. IjIiii-. mvrii. 
ttranm'. purple, .nut brown 4.95 

PCW 9512 r.,,mincc arbnn 3.95 

PCW 9512 Kahrt Mnlrislrike ....2.95 
PCW 95)2 i nfcuirecl red, Mm- ...4.95 



MISCELLANEOUS 



PCW 8000 Dust cover Sei ape ..9.95 
PCW 9512 Dusl Cover Sei ;ip. 10.95 

8 Series I'rliUer Exl.Lratl Int ... I 1.95 

9 Series itlmrr lixi.U-ae) Ira ... 12.95 
AMS 20L Disc Box 9.95 

1000 Fanl'old Labels 5.95 

3" Disc Head Cleaner 6.95 

9512 Daisywheels: All at 5.95 
Rector (10) Courier! 10) 

Script (12) Orator (10) 

Prestige Elite (12) Thesis 



MINI OFFICE PCW 

Including Wo rdprocesso r. 

Spreadsheet. Graphics, 

Database and Comrns. 

RRP £29.95 SPECIAL £19,95 



GENUINE AMSOFL 

CF2 DISCS 

BOX OF 10 JUST - £22.95 



Alt prices INCLUDE VAT postage and packaging 
Overseas orders welcome - please write for prices 

MJC SUPPLIES pis 

40a QUEEN STREET, HITCHIN, HERTS. SG4 9TS. 

Tel; (0462) 32897/420847 for Enquiries/Credit orders 
CALLERS WELCOME Mon to Fri *fj(i - 5.00 Sat 10.00 - 4.00 
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QUESTIONNAIRE 



THAT IS THE QUESTION 

Make your voice heard and win £25 of free goodies! 



8000 Plus is your magazine - so tell us what you think of it, 
for better or worse. We try to give you what you want, so if 
you think we're missing out on anything, or concentrating 
too much on the wrong things, let us know. Many of our 
recent articles and features have come about through 
requests by letter or phone, so we do listen! 

Don't feel you have to identify yourself, though if you do 
you could pick up one of 5 vouchers worth £25 we're giving 
away {and we're not going to put your names on some 
tedious mailing list!) You can trade in your voucher for any of 
the products in our Special Offers pages this (or any future) 



month. The first 5 questionnaires drawn out of the editorial 
stetson on November 4th, 1988, will receive the vouchers, 
though of course we'll be happy to receive questionnaires 
after that. 

If you don't want to mutilate your 8000 Plus, we'll be 
happy to receive photocopied forms, and of course if you 
want to add an extra sheet of paper for your in-depth analysis 
that's fine. Many questions can have more than one option 
ticked. 

Send your questionnaires to Questionnaire, 8000 Plus, 4 
Queen St, Bath BA1 1EJ. 



Name 
Address 

Occupation 

Spare time activities 
(eg running a club) 



Age 



Which was the first issue 


of 8000 


Plus you saw? 




Are you an occasional or 


regular 


reader? 




How has 8000 Plus changed since 


you started reading it? 




"1 worse D same 


D better 


Which magazines do you 


read- 


not necessarily computer mags - 


and how would you rate them out 


of ten? 




8000 Plus 


/10 




/10 




/10 




/10 




no 



Computers owned 

: l none □8256 D8512 U9512 

LJ other - specify which: 

Do you use a PCW 

□ at home D at work 

Which software packages do you own 

1 : word processor (other than the LocoScript that came with your PCW) 
i database i spreadsheet [accounts O games 

□ programming ! graphics ! . desktop publishing 

Please list the software packages you have bought 



Are you thinking of buying any of the following packages? 

Tl word processor □ database □ spreadsheet [ 1 accounts 

□ games □ programming IJ graphics □ desktop publishing 



What hardware do you own? 

J printer □ modem □ hard disc 



□ other 



Any general comments? 



Do you think the level of knowledge required to follow the average 
article or tip-off in 8000 Plus is 

P too tow □ about right □ too high 

How would you rate the following regular features in 8000 Plus out of 
ten? 



Keywords (editorial) 


/10 


Case in Point 


Mini Office Tutorial 


/10 


Loco Mai I 


Langford 


/10 


Listings 


Tipoffs 


/10 


Good Software File 


PostScript 


m 





/10 
/10 
/10 

/to 



Would you like to see more coverage of: 

J LocoScript □ programming (languages other than BASIC) □ creative writing 

□ tutorials - say what on □ other - please specify 

If you've ever bought software after reading an 8000 Plus review, how 
did the program compare with the review? 

U better than the review said Q about the same U not as good as the review said 
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INVEST WITH 
oai^ls^M PRO-PUNTER 




% 



• NOW, you can turn your PCW into sin expert racing adviser. 

• PRO- PUNTER is a sophisticated, disc- based expert computer system 
for home micros which ACCURATELY interprets horse racing form. 

■ No database to update - starts each race from 'scratch'. 

• In extensive trials over both FLAT AND NATIONAL HUNT seasons. 
57% of horses top-rated by PRO-PUNTER won, representing an 
average post- tax PROFIT per race of 80% of capital invested. 85% of 
winners came from within the top three rated, representing an average 
post-tax per race of 18% all three backed. 

• Researched and developed over three years PRO-PUNTER uses 
information from the racing press and analyses ALL major aspects of 

racing form. 

■ Produces a RACE FORECAST, generates a COMPUTER S.P., 
highlights good and poor VALUE BETS and OFFERS INVESTMENT 
ADVICES 

• PRO-PUNTER adjusts automatically to the race under analysis. You 
don't need to be an expert yourself 

Available now for the AMSTRAD PCW range, Amstrad PC/PPC PC/ 
IBM COMPATIBLES, CPC6128, ATARI ST, BBC. 



• PRICES £57.50 including VAT, P&P (please specify 

machine). Orders and enquiries to: 

DGA (8000+) SOFTWARE, PO BOX 36, ASHTON 

UNDER-LYNE, LANCS. 0L7 9AJ 
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DOUBLE T PRODUCTS T 
THURSTON TECHNIQUES I 



"iDrasTfi&KnrtZ) 

THEMES Alflig 



Rt(J5 

JKKETS *t& 
flfSC LABELS 

FOR AMSTRAD 
PCW COMPuTEflS 




4 LOCOSCRIPT USERS - IT'S SO f ASYJ 

TE MP a SC A data disc of Instant Templates. After 'load- 
ing" LocoScripi replace the disc with Tempo isc and pf ass 
koy {17)- LocoSer.pl 2 or (1 1 ). LocoScript 1 ). 
"The Author rs eminently qualified . . mastery he has 
acquired shines through in TempDisc . instructors are 
clear and precise . . axoeNenl invesimanf : . , Cornp with 
Amstrad PCW (Sepi} S7). "EjitrBmely prolessnnal , . a 
worthwhile purchase' Vouf Amsirad PCW fOw $7} t 
'ExcsUent . take the effort out of creating lemp'laies , , 
astounding what can be done with Ingenuity , . lu.n and 
Instructive." Amsitad PCW (Aug 67), "Prolessional . . 
recommended" Amsirad User Australia (Sept 87). 
OPTIONS: Temp&sc 1 D (LocoScripi 1 ) & 2D ILocoScnpl 
2) both double sided. 2D has 12 Chrisimas Ksw 1 a 

■■.': uA /> H- 
1 D, JD. 4 9 all include 80,03 calendar A diary and layouts 
for those sin holed planner pages! School options. 



TEMPDISC9 FOR PCW OWNERS ! Also suitable for 8512 owners 
who have locoScript? and Locomail. Over 680k used PLUS Loco mail 
FILL and MERGE "really good value" Amstrad PCW Mag (Aug 1988). 



DOUBLE T PATIENCE 

Our customers flin an Miffing ro bed betwc 
<rii#*SrliE wUh our TiW£ SAVING #of(j process 
vg a*Js ElcclriQry £ Grgnrjy Bet* h** 
Sopped' We tea* Ifcj h*j. 1*541 Boa many 
nf-raWis/ied lOulwifrs. Hbtems Bw rsnir«lial drsc 1 
Ltfuhcftod Bl he ALLY PALlV show in Ma*. Tt 
PaliBnce Dfltos SfX flBrnflM «1 Pliying C«d 
Paliencelof all P CW gwnr'5 Four ad ihe aannes 
■ft rvn witftttf known and «>crude " KUALA 
LUMPER", a lhinhaCs game thus famed be 
tause il was Irw mapr paainn> a1 lni> Pnri'„ j - 
Grjverrw* of K L pnsgn wtwt ins»f n« in his cwn 
camp *jr«ng Wood War It 

User Unlrwridly 
~t'v restdenl menace u- named PAT who DO 
comes puMe obngi iqiji io rhOHrWwsupBf term 
ante is «r» than pr&diEabto but conw»fseV 



Double T PATIENCE 




GAMES OF SKILL 
£ 17.S5 

At prefect for PCW mexv only 



TempDisc1Dor2D£1S.9S TempDisc 9 £18.95 TT Patience £17.95 
Allprices inlcude VA T and UK post and packing. 
Send to our FREEPOST address for details ot our lull product range. 



V/SA 



I 



THURSTON TECHNIQUES 

Freepost, Exmouth, Devon EX8 2YZ 
Telephone (0395) 277496 



A(C*tt 



r 



—Advantag e 

(EP) 56 BATH HOAD, CHELTENHAM, GL50 7HJ 
Telephone 0242 224340 Or 0242 224648 



■ Your order will be processed vviihln 24 hours 

■ All prices include VAT and FIHST CLASS postage 
- Advertised items are normally held In stock 

« We give a full refund if you are not satisfied 
Order by post or telephone. We accept Sterling Cheques, 
Eurocheques, Postal Orders, Access or Visa. Overseas 
customers please add £1 per Item. 



NEW LOW PRICES ALL INCLUSIVE OE VAT 
tjMLK'f TRIVIA QUIZ 



Al Ust! An enjoyable but educational program Tor children. 
Trivia (J ui ■ is a multi-choice jjame with graphics nnd m nm il. 
cumpclilivf: s^-r>rjn^ and plenty <iF [pii",rinjns. ffamcplav i^easv to 
undersland and tuth rnuhd is sherl eneuejh to maintiiin inliTrsl. 

i .n,!i .ir,'r, .i completely trivial" - KQ0O Plus £9,95. New sets of 
quettions art atai available. 



LE7AFONT 



Vhoost a Tonl frum the range ot 16 supplied on ith.c [including 
GoAlc* Buld, Chunk>, Arrnv. Script, Dalai - use il on the screen . 
print jnr text with el on your printer - ur unc Ihe [.ela-Edil 
Pribram In destgn your lawn fonl, "A handy gtijuntl to any 
prntrammcr or newstetter writer" - ROOfl PLUS W.»S 



POSTAFONT 



Create J uur own vigns, teller headed paper, leaflets advertismenl-v 
lille pages etc. lli^h (Juatily .almost infinitely variable si/c lettering 
with several fonls and styles, tin-disc manual supplied [Printed 
manual ean Ik- supplied for £4.051 "Kculk t;ood Vatue Tur 
Miinci" ■ K00O Plus £9.95 



BOURNES EDUCATIONAL SOFTWARE 



f'house Trom World Wise,Timeman Two, Happy Writing and 
Animal Vegetable Mineral "tducatiunal and FUN loot" ONLY 

•■ ! ■■ 'I' |» : .i: i 



SCHOOL SOFTWARE 



Magic Malhs. Vfaths Mania, Better Spelling, Better Maths, 
Chemislry, Biology. ONLY £13.95 per due. " Highly Rcsomcnded' 
disc 

PROf EX T t The deHnilise word processor {49.95 

ritOSPJEU Spelling checker fur Protest „ £25.95 

MAST EHrTIK KIKHI Relational Database £.17.95 

MIM flfTH'K PR()IKSSHl\Af. Integrated soile...£>7.95 
S TOPRKSS %crsalik- and powerful I1TF £47.95 

database uesk kip publisher Easy to use .£27.95 

DATABASE DESKTOP PUBLISHER 

SOFrWARE + MOUSE £7495 

KtfSMtlS EOREIGN LANGUAGE 

Tl TORIALS EAt'H: £17 95 

HISt)ET KNIFE PLIS Disc Sector/Flic Editor £W.9S 

SERIAL INTERFACE KS2K»nd parallel port £49.95 



HIGH LEVEL LANGUAGES inautKogpnntM! minutis 



MIX (' COMPILER „__ £19.95 

Hundreds of satisfied Bttn agree this is Ihe besl floatingpoint 
(." 'compiler for me PCW. The pa ctagc includes a comprehen- 
sive manual and tutorial 

MIX SPLIT' SCREEN TEXT EDITOR £19.»S 

Wurdstar-siinilar functions for editing source code 

MIX ASM UTILITY for inlejritingMASMSO £H.M5 

MIX TUTORIAL EXAMPLES Save sour typing! {4.95 

MIX CiMAPHICS LIBRARY ft 

IT'LL SOURCE CODE ™ ».._, £8.95 

NEVADA COBOL One step compile & run £29.95 

Fasl commercial business programming on vour K'W 

NEVADA P ASC A I. Seq uentinl.i ndesed (tie I/O £29.95 

Ooe step compile & run with trace stvle debugging 

NEVADA FORTRAN ANSI X.l.9-196* Fortran £29.95 

Generates object code modules • jusl compile &. run 

HfSOIT C Complier with graphics lihrurv £44.95 

HJSOFT PASfrAL W) Extensive implementation £44.95 

HfSOIT FORTH with USX graphics £t».95 

H1SOFT LISP Interpreler for A[ applications {44.95 

/.BASIC Advanced, powerful compiler £59.95 

ET'L MODULA 2 A powerlul new language ...„..„„,.. £49.95 
H1SOFT DEVPAC V2 Asseml.lv language tool £44.95 



THE BEST FROM THE PUBLIC DOMAIN 



The following discs curtain Iricd A. tested software from Ihe 
public domain, tailored Tor Amstrad PCW computers ronning 
CP/rVf Plus, Fjieh disc has MENl selection, sorted directory 
and full documentation. 



TEXT EDITING & DA TABASES qhl y r*ap pw ■*«: 



1 TEXT KUr JOK Easy In use full screen ASOt ediler wilh 

.'- 1 « i ■ !■■. vpurd-nrap, page hnMt.-. printer rontrol * ideal fur 

compiler source cudc. 

2 DATABASE A relational dalabasc Tor sorting simple daia 
and | 'i Mij ii, .us.: rcptirls jjod forms letters. Free lm miih j i i u •■ \ 
language with mar cos and commaiMts, Feu lures un-Hne Kelp. 
Ui-iA also cunta ins an Imentorv Datahasc. 

3 FIXED ASSETS LOG Rrcord up to 331 items and their 
value. For hurrte inventory, insurance, stocktaking control. 
Forms management and sort routine. 

4 VIDEO CLERK Track your video trolled ion. This database 
system features 4 ->\ i uptiuns and funrts managemen) plus 

ci tensive documentation. 



Join the Addvanlage Independent 
CotnputerUser Group and geri a further n 
off evety item in this advenisment (£2 off 
High Level Language compilers) plus 

montnly N&wslcl tc?rs and support- 
Annual Membership is just £12 [UK) C f S 
(turopp; C IB (Rest of World) 



SPECIALIST APPUCA HON ONL Y £5.00 per disc 

I COMMl SUCTIONS \ow Tea luring Viewdata. Prestcl &. 
1'erminal Emulation Plus l K Modem 7, kerniit & Ml \ 
J Ht"V\' 1>KSKM A.STFR Appointments calendar, calculator 
memo-pad, cardfile database Label printer* home aeeounLs. 
muiigage Calculalnr. weather forecaster 

3 P( At trKAHHH S { scful Drjiwinp; Pn^ram. Screen Font 
l>es,igner b Ready-to-use Fonts Biomnrph - a fascinating 
graphic demo of natural selrction, 

4 CTDCODES \iHht- I K codes in NLMERIC order with 
corresponding e\chartge names 



USEFUL UTILITIES ONL Y £5.00 per disc 



I OOMPLEAT ITIL1TIF.S the famous NSWEKP disc 
manager, Super/ap SMlur/fjIe editor, L nerase, [HSK1TA for 

1 '".si-. CK2 formal. >\ i" second ctrive^ Screen dump elc 

2 TEXT PROCESSING I TTLIT.ES Sideways prints text teg 
spreadsheet] on its&ide. Alphabetic Sort, Word Count* 
YVSCfcan convert WP file Io ASCII, Simple Spelling Checker, 
Score Card (ieneralor. Banner printers. Typewriter 
Emulator. 

3 DISC ORGANISATION Catalogue your disc colkelion and 
produce a printed index. File Finder, Archive program, 
Squeeze - save disc space. 



PROGRAMMING 



ONLY £5,00 per disc 



1 THE /Jill PRtMiRAMMER 7MO Assembkr.'Disassembler, 
/sti Debugger, ZN0 Library. ZN0 - KOHII tratislalun 

2 THESMA1.LC PR4M. RAMMER Includes source code. 
Produces executable machine code programs 

3 C TOOLBOX See how other programmers do il with this 
useful set ft C Source code programs. I>isc includes the 
executable programs 



PROGRAMS FOR PLEASURE only cswpw disc 



1 GAMES COMPEMJII M Pat man. Snake Game. Polish 
Purtg. Chc*s, Othello, Mastermind, Spellit, A wari, Life. Golf, 
Htxe, Hiorhythms, Word Search Puzzle Maker. Tic-Tac-iu all 
written tn machine code. 

2 AI>YI\NTT RFS T tie famous Colossal Cave Adventure plus 
Bevliar. + Return To Arg 

i AMISEMFNTS & DIVERSIONS W games which run on 
PCW Mallard BASIQ Starirek, Whichword. Lander, 3D Tie- 
I ..£> ■ I >■'. Merchant, Othello, Hangman, BasehalL (ii.il War, 
American ! . ■■ .ih;ilL M»/c, Sim Horse Races Balckjack Spies 



BITS AND PIECES 



Back in a period of such 
primordial antiquity that 
your present editor was but 
a gleam in some mad scientist's 
eye - that is, in 1 986 - I wrote 
aboul the peculiar Amstrad spares 
situation. The trouble then was a 
clapped-out PCW keyboard, which 
according to Lasky's could only be 
replaced by purchasing a new 
PCW8256 system and throwing 
away the unwanted bits. Amstrad 
themselves, when quizzed on the 
subject, reassuringly quoted that 
lavourite maxim of the computer 
industry: "Go away, we don't do 
business with end users." 

(Perhaps it would be better if 
the big computer nabobs voiced 
their actual thoughts and called us 
all "wallies" or "suckers" instead. At 
least those terms sound as though 
they might apply to human beings.) 
That was all long ago, and sources 
of replacement keyboards did 
emerge. One rather assumed that 
everything in the garden would by 
now be lovely. 

However, just recently the trade 
newspaper Computing ran a piece 
headlined "Amstrad users face 
long queue for spares ", featuring 
such juicy quotations from the 
trade as, "The system just doesn't 
work". There are horror stories of 
six-month delays in replacing not 
merely old and tired keyboards 
from battle-scarred Amstrads. but 
dud parts from newish machines 
still under warranty- 
One fascinating side issue 
involves the mighty clash of claims 
between a dealer who says 
Amstrad has been blaming hold- 
ups on a riot in one Taiwanese 
factory, and an Amstrad official 
who repudiates this vile accusation 
with the counterclaim that Amstrad 
can manage lots of supply 
problems without requiring any 
assistance from riots. But lets not 
go into that. 

Me and the PPC 

Spare parts were on my mind 
when I bought an Amstrad PPC to 
lug around on all too infrequent 
holidays. This represents a tot of 
brand-name loyalty, since the idea 
of unfolding such a hefty object on 
British Rail is a joke all by itself, 
without considering the expensive. 



short-lived, non-rechargable 
batteries. (Use of the PPC's 
vaunted modem on battery power 
is prohibited with terrifying 
warnings - the general impression 
is that the mere attempt will cause 
the keyboard to melt and the disks 
to fly out like frisbees, white to your 
ears comes the horrid noise of 
Alan Sugar tearing up the 
guarantee.) 

Actually this didn't bother me: I 
wanted to write in a holiday flat, not 
while sunbathing, bicycling or 
windsurfing. What would be nice, I 
thought, would be a spare mains 
power supply to save lugging that 
additional, bulky and not at all built- 
in adaptor box around. The dealer 
was tactful about my foolish 
request, and thought that Amstrad 
might make a few spares available 
in the mid-1990s, but for now - 
forget it, sunshine. There must be 
an opening here for an 
independent mains adaptor from 
some enterprising electrical firm? 
(13 volts, 1.9 amps, and do please 
send me a review copy.) 

Monitor wizard 

Where the spares situation 
becomes surreal is in the matter of 
the PPC's famous add-on colour 
monitor. Yes, there's a cute little 
monitor socket at the back, and by 
either software or hardware control 
you can switch from the LCD 
screen to the monitor of your 
choice... but where to get one? 

Various people have been 
patiently plugging in various IBM 
colour monitors, led on by naive 
trust in the fact that the PPC is 
nominally IBM-compatible. 100% 
success is not reported. 

It's said that standard NEC 
mono monitors work with the PPC 
but with a recommended retail 
price around £200 they don't seem 
a terrifically attractive substitute for 
a colour version. 

I borrowed a guaranteed all- 
purpose colour monitor from a 
friend, and plugged it in. All the 
monitor's fuses immediately blew 
and it hasn't worked since. My 
former friend is still digesting this 
information. 

Dealers say, "No chance, 
squire, we can't supply a monitor. 
Write to Amstrad." 




If you do write to caring 
Amstrad, they write back and say, 
"Be advised Amstrad do not supply 
monitors separately." 
One anguished user responded to 
this as follows: "It says in the 
handbook you can use the PPC 
with an Amstrad monitor. I only 
have a PPC. Can I buy a monitor?" 

Amstrad: "Be advised Amstrad 
do not supply monitors separately." 

User: "How can I get an 
Amstrad monitor?" 

Amstrad: "Easy! Buy an 
Amstrad PC." 

User: "Suppose I have a PC 
and my monitor has been stolen or 
caught fire; can I buy a 
replacement?" 

Amstrad: "Only if you send us 
the burnt-out bits or a statement 
from the police confirming the 
reporting of the theft." 

Blimey. 

I'm not sure how this bodes for 
the oft-rumoured portable PCW, I 
hardly dare to hope that some 



enterprising hardware firm will start 
supplying cheap replicas of the 
remains of fire-ravaged Amstrad 
PC monitors. If so, please don't 
send me a review copy. 

Tailpiece 

On another subject altogether... I 
take a morbid interest in the 
sufferings of the English language 
at the hands of computer 
programmers and journalists. 

Last month I read - in Another 
(Official) Magazine - a piece by 
Rex Last on German software. Its 
opening paragraph: 

"One of the constant grumbles 
in the pages of the German 
computer magazines is that they 
have to put up with programs, 
manuals and adventures all written 
in English. It's a problem which, 
thank goodness, we on this side of 
the Channel don't have to face up 
to." 

How true, how very, very true.... 
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AM ST AT* & ST ATM ODE 

NODULAR STATISTICS AND MATHEMATICS PACKAGES 

MARKETED BY 

S. C. COLEMAN LIMITED 

AMSTATfor PCW & CPC STATMODE for PC Compatibles 

AMSTAT 1/STATMQDE 1 meani, *t dfcvi., valance, skew, kurtanni, 1 -sampte, ? — samrjUe, *nd pa r red t— leara, 
l-*ay-AQV wilti single ind mul t. corif . intervalf, ?-w/- AQV, «if «Hnj r rogftttion, hiftEDprwni, scat [wry ami, 

ir.iriirormdhomi, file itoro and mM-np™, outpul 1o WP Ti!b. manual, Flexible variables arttf obs«*Y»i: ions to a Lata* 
□ f 500 4*) data pclnti ( 1200O 5TATMQ0E t 

AMSTAT ?/STA1MOUt 2-27 fWneamfntLnt tffli prmfdinf a "complete SibnjcI" Binomial, ClrisquarelSj. 
rtolmcgorcw -Smirrvw, ?J , Rum, McNemar, Sign, Wiktm-on. Walsh, RarwJontisaTloni'Jk, FJthfrr, MarJun 
ii(f*H!«isiini|. hfljnn Whitm-v. Wald ■ WuIIowHa Mom. Coctirar.. Friedman, K ruskal -Wallis. Contingency. 
Spearman. Kendal!, Kendall partial, Concordance 10 ■_, 

AM5TAT 3/STATMaDE 3: FORECASTING 
An «fray of business oriented nulhematical and statin ical 
ioFtwarr Linear afwj Polynomut nsgnrssrani, Tnand and Seasonal 
Variation, Multiple Regression Anilyui. TrantlarmaTiont, 
E *pan*ni ial Smooth ing„ Adaptive filtering. Graphic display, full 
printout, manual suited to immediate use and for ictcning, 
I Atlrti tion«l program fo* PCI 

AMSTAT « STATMODE 4: RESOURCE MANAGEMENT - 
LINEAR PROGRAMMING MODULE 

General Purpow Li neer programming + Specialised Tf enspor tal ior > 
and assignment variant* Capable of jujiviiihj anil Hiving 

problems ol w^quenc ing, scheduling, blending and allocation ol 
Karce resource* 40 Page nunujl, 1& worked exsmjitri 

AMSTAT 6/5TATMQOE 6: SFANOVA 

Up CO 8 way anaHysri «l variance for equal cell sires. Unequal cell 
sizes on l-way AOV. Maximum *if 7000 dlTJ pomu [300 on 
uncKpanocd CP/M 2.2. 4000 on PCI Input from ASCII Files. 
Output lo screen or text Tile v, :■■ full AQV i >»l : ;- - ' n;,«n .in! 
mtproction means. *nd Ncuman - Keuls on main elfecls. Manual. 
(Disc only}. 

AMSTAT 7.RTATMODE 7: RESOURCE MANAGEMENT II - 
STOCK ANO PRODUCTION ANALYSIS 

Ctkijl,tr,i(jn of ucorkDmic order quantities lor both single and 
multiple 'terns Dynamic programming to Cakulai* ooiimum 
production letaduki for single items and consolidation of several 
remits into a multiple schedule, Abo P#roiO and LonnJ analyiis. 

Output to screen or printer. Includes operational manual with 
UMI j] worked eHamplefu 

The program hjve appEiCaTiOnf in research of all kinds, education, sales, production planning, work jncj 

me [JuxJ it udy, financial planning, personnel, social wock etc 

"t wilt certainly be using them myself in (n* future and no rtvi*W*r can offer Ji warmtf 

recomntendation than that." Dr. Peter Morrh t Amstrad Professional Computing, May I9S7, 
PrtccLrtl CPC PCW PC 

AMSTAT! £25.95 £27.95 STATMODE 1 £ 29.96 

AMSTAT2 £39.95 €39.95 STATMODE 2 £39.96 

AMSTAT3 £25.95 £27.95 STATMDDE3 E39.95 

AMSTAT* £25.95 £27.95 STftTMOOE* £29.95 

AMSTAT6 £25 96 £27.95 STATMOOE6 £29.95 

AMSTAT7 £25.95 £27.95 STATMODE 7 £29.96 

ANY 2- 15* DISCOUNT 
ANY* -20* DISCOUNT 
Please enquire (or 
Educational quantity discounts. 
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DATABASE 




CHEQUES AND p O s TO 

S. C. COLEMAN LTD. 

33 LEICESTEH ROAD. ASHBV ■ DE -LA-ZOUCH 

LEICESTERSHIRE. LEG SUA 

TEL: 0530 415919 



^^ ALL PRICES INCLUDE POST 
St AND PACKAGING IN THE 

1M U.K. BUT EXCLUDE VAT. 24 Hour Aniwwphor* Technical enquire jlirr 6.00pm 

AMSTAT it i Tr.t!«m«k olAHSTRAD PC and II uud undo Iran* 



■ Ideal for beginners and experts - easy to use 

• Uses ANY drive A:. B:, M, even hard -disc C: 

■ 19 fields x 5i> characiers. 8 aulo mainiained indexes 

• Flexible report generator - to screen + disc + printer 

• Wide range of search conditions - use upiu 19 deep 

■ Save search patterns to disc -Save 'phrases' disc 

- 8 Key indexes - Search on any key forwards or reverse 

• Link ASCII output lo Protcxt, even Locoscript I & 2 

• Link output 10 Supercalac2 Spreadsheet via CSV Tiles 

■ File extract/merge ■ ASCII/CSV and Random Accra 

• Mi.ihi field totals, statistics and many other features 

"Well designed, simple to use" ■ HOOO+April 19m 

£24.95 inc p&p 

For free information pack - send S.A.E. to:- 



UNICORN SOFTWARE 

60 Shortwood Avenue • Hucknall • 
Nottinghamshire • NG15 6DA • (0602) 636247 



Desktop Publishing Clips & Fonts? 



FOB STOP PBESS RHP HEIKD.ESK IHThWTIONBLl 



H;i: [X^BlilNlsi HIPS. OUEfi 6Q CLIP HRT 



ILLUSTRflTIONS AND TUELUt VERSATILE FONTS 



OK ONE DISC EI2.S0 

HP? DESKTOP rMBIC 



+NEW+ 

iDO's OF DESIGNS OK ONE 
DISC, INCLUOINO CRRS, BUILDIHOS. ODCS, CATS, 
MWERTIZING RIDS, ELECTRONICS UORKSHOP PNB 

mm wirc. nso inciudes the border haker, 

OWED SO SEPERRTE DESIGNS UITH HUNDREDS 
OF PEP. NUTATIONS. ALL FOR CI3.50 



:0ESKTOP PUBLISHER USERS ., , 

CLlP PRCK, EiPEflHLVfMHRTTEO C0HP1LATIDN 
OF CLIP ART FOR THE OhTRBASE DTP. IDO'S OF 
CLIPS CHHffiO ONTO ONE DISC. FDR JUST CB.SD 

fHD/&2 ForStopPressA 
Newsdesk International only) 
pip Pack' For The Deslctopfbteher 
HD Design FtwDisc ' 

i ROUND! HORN WAY //12-50 
COLDSWORTH FARK V inc ' 
WOKING SURREY GU213QN 



c afflP 

M 




Includes 




ALL OUR PRICES INCLUDE CARRIAGE & VAT 

HSV COMPUTER SERVICES LIMITED (8000) 

23, Hampstead House, Town Centre, Basingstoke, RG21 1LG 



NEW! 

Continuous stationery 

for your Personal 

Organiser 85gsm 

£7.95 lor 250 sheets 



Stationery 



DUST COVERS 



PCW 8256/8512 3pce Set £8.95 

PCW 9512 3pce Set £9.95 

Strong water-resistant, anti-static 
nylon Grey with Royal Blue piping. 



q R - x 1 1" GSM Micro-Perf all edges 
T La490 GSM Micro-Peri all edges 
TmeA4 100 GSM Mtcro-Perf all edges 

^ed-Cxeart, Blue, Grey or Whi* 
Labels 3.5" X 1.5" (1 across 
Labels 4.0" X 1.5" (1 across 
Labels 4.0" X 1.5" (2 across) 
Labels 2.75" X 1.5" C3 across) 



250 


500 

£ 4.95 


£ 5.25 
£ 8.50 


£ 8.75 
£15.95 




£ 2.95 




£ 3.25 




£ 3.75 




£ 2.75 



1,000 

£ 8.95 
£14.95 
£29.95 

£ 4.95 
£ 5.50 
£ 6.50 
£ 4.50 



2,000 

£14.95 



£ 9.50 
£10.50 
£11.95 
£ 8.50 



AMSOFT " disks 1 = W.M, 5 - £"■», 



^S^wlowe R PR1CES 




Credit Card 

Hotline (0256) 463507 Faxline (0256) 841018 



Printer Ribbons 

PCW 8512/8256 Fabric £3.95 

PCW 851 2/8256 Carbon £3.95 

PCW 851 2/8256 Colours* £4.95 

PCW 951 2 Black Fabric £3.95 

PCW 9512 Black Carbon £2.95 

PCW 9512 Colours " £4.95 

" Red, Blue, Green, Brown, Orange, Purple 
* * Red, Blue, Green, Brown 
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BASIC 



GSXPLORATION 

DIY graphics in BASIC for free! Charles Pulteney unravels some of the 
mysteries of GSX in the first of two features 



It seems GSX has earned a reputation for being 
complicated to use. Well don't believe a word of it. This 
article provides you with a gentle introduction to GSX. a 
nuts and bolts utility which will enable you to use most of the 
PCW's graphical facilities (concentrating on printed output), 
and some example programs. The only technical skill 
required is the ability to plot points in relation to X and Y 
axes, a bit like the grid references on an Ordnance Survey 
map. You'll have to be reasonably familiar with BASIC too. 

First of all you need to set up a GSX start of day disc for 
Drive A. Using PIP.COM. copy the following files from the 
relevant system discs on to one side of a blank formatted 
disc. See the margin note overleaf if you want help. 
J14CPM3.EMS (the number may be slightly different, eg on 
a 9512 it is J21CPM3.EMS -check by taking a directory 
with DIR); BASIC.COM; DDHP7470.PRL; DDFXLR8 .PRL; 
GENGRAF.COM; DDSCREEN . PRL; ASSIGN. SYS; 

ddfxhrs . prl; and Gsx, sys are needed. 

You now need to alter BASIC so that the GSX system is 
installed in memory when BASIC is run. This is done by 
typing gengraf basic. The GENGRAF copyright sign will 
appear and after a while the A> prompt will return. To avoid 
confusion with ordinary BASIC, rename this GSX version by 
typing rem gbasic.com= basic. com. 

You can erase GENGRAF.COM. as the file is no longer 
required. Your startup disc now has all the files you need to 
run GSX. In future, if you place the disc into Drive A after 
switching on your PCW, CP/M will load automatically. If you 
now type gbasic you should see the GSX-80 copyright sign 
followed by the one for Mallard-80. Note that there are only 
17k free bytes, ie. less than normal. 

First you need a framework letting you use GSX facilities 
Irom your own programs. Type the utility program listed 
overleaf in and save it with save "utility, gsx". 

The utility does not draw anything. To produce output you 
need to write another program starting at line 1 0000, and 
merge it with UTILITYGSX. The utility simply sets GSX up to 
draw your picture on the screen or printer. You can put 
GOSUBS into your program which use the (unctions 



GSX stands for Graphical Systems Extension and is a piece of 
software supplied free with all PCWs. The only problem is knowing 
how to use it, as documentation is almost non-existent. 

Yet Mallard BASIC can be used to call the facilities available in 
the PCW version of GSX. Although the screen output of the PCW 
version of GSX isn't so good, the printer output (for dot-matrix 
printers only) is really impressive and is capable of producing high 
quality graphs, bar charts, pie charts, sketches and letter headings. 



provided by the utility - they're summarised overleaf. 

For example, if your main program has a line like 
GOSUB 2000 and has just set variables xl to 5, y1 to 55. x2 
to 80 and y2 to 80, you'll get a rectangle whose lower left 
corner is at 5 on the x-axis and 55 on the y-axis, and whose 
top right comer is at 80 on the x- and y-axes. 

On this page is an example of a listing using some of the 
functions. Type the listing below, save it with SAVE 
LISTTNG2 .gsx and when finished merge utility. gsx. 
The utility you typed earlier will be tacked on and you can 
use the functions of the utility, If you now run you should be 







Line 1 0010 draws a hollow 
rectangular box whose lower left to 
ordinate is 5. 55 and whose upper 
f igtit co-ordinate is 80. BO. 



Line 10030 draws a line Of lent with 
the base of Die first character al 40, 
45. 



Lines 1 MM- 1 0080 draw an eight 
sided polygon with a vertical hatch fill 
(which you will not be able to see on 
the screen). There are two points lo 



notice here. Use of the 

R ESTORBR EAD,'DATA com rnands 

is the simplest way to enter a large 
number of co-ordinate values. 



10010 xl=5; yl=55;x2=80;y2=80: GOSUB 2000 

10020 xl=40:yl=45: mes*= H PLACE TEXT HERE" : hgt%=4 00: dir«=0: GOSUB 3000 

10030 np%=9; RESTORE 100S0 

10040 FOR 1=1 TO np%*2 STEP 2 

10050 READ pts. in%(i> : pts. ln%(i>=pts. in%<i)»x. scale* 

10060 READ pts. in% Ci+1 ) : pts, in%<i+l>=pts. in%<l+l)*y. scale* 

10070 HEXT: f ill%=l : sty%=3: idx*=l: GOSUB 1000 

10080 DATA 10,0,0,10,0,20,10,30,30,30,40,20,40,10,30,0,10,0 

10090 RESTORE 10110 

10100 FOR 1=1 TO 8: READ xl , ylr tpe%=3: szeZ=l : GOSUB 5000: HEXT 

10110 DATA 10,10,20,20,30,30,40,40,50,50,60,60,70,70,80,80 

10120 RETURN: 1 TO LIHE 210 



In line 10080, the first two items are 
the co-ordinates for il , yt , the next 
pair x2. y2. and so on. The polygon 
GOSUB is Ihe only one in which the 
data is ascribed directly to the 
pts.in% array. Note also thai when 
using the polygon GOSUB. the 
final co-ordinate must he Ihe same 
as the first one. In other words, you 
must linish where you started 1 II is 
for mis reason that in this case Ihe 
number of points (np%) is 9 and 
not 8. The RESTORE 1 READ/DATA 
commands can also be used to 
simplify data entry for the olher 
GOSUBS. 



Lines 10090-10110 draw 8 markers 
on Ihe screen al the co-ordinates 
specified in line 10110. 
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BASIC 



Help note 

To copy those liles: run CP/M 
and at the fc. prompt type pip 
[RETURN] . At line asterisk type 
M:-A:BASIC.C«1 [RETURN] 
ana so on to; each lite in the list. 
Insert your blank formatted disc 
and type A:=M:'.- [RETURN], 
B2S6 owners must copy the files 
in two stages as there is nol 
enough room in Drive M to hold 
Ihem all For 8256 or 851 2 usets 
Insert the appropriate side ol the 
systems discs before copying. 
J14CPM3.EMS and BASIC. 
COM are on side ?, 0QHP7470. 
PRL on side 3 and the rest on 4 



Notes 1 

The order in which you place 
your staiemenls in relation to 
liierr final position on the paper 
is not important. GSX will 
process your instructions in the 
correct order. 

Also, the screen does not 
display fill characterise, while 
only one text size, tori direction 
and polymarker size are shown. 
The first 5 polyline styles will be 
drawn Locomotive Software sell 
an improved screen driver which 
displays tills. 



presented by a three choice menu. If you made errors while 
typing the first utility, they will be picked up by the ON 
ERROR GOTO sub-routine (if this should happen make the 
relevant amendments and type: save "utility. gsx" and 
run the program again). Select 1 (Screen Output). You 
should see the box, the text, the polygon and the markers 
being drawn on the screen. 

It is easy to build up a picture in this way. However, 
before experimenting further you need to know how to place 



your output exactly where you want it. GSX uses a co- 
ordinate system for its X and Y axes which is based on a 
range of to 32767. This wide range makes it difficult to 
know exactly where output will appear when a drawing is 
sent to the printer or screen The utility takes this problem 
into account, by scaling the X and Y axes to more sensible 
dimensions. Listing 3 produces a sheet of graph paper 
based on these dimensions which will simplify the planning 
of your drawings. 



10 'UTILITY. GSX (LISTING 1 <PART 1)> 

20 'COPYRIGHT CHARLES PULTENEY 

30 'MERGE DATA PROGRAM FROK LINE 10000, DO HOT FORGET TO RETURN! 

40 VIDTH 255: OPTION BASE 1 : aS=CHR$ (27 ) : cls$=a$+CHR$ (69) 

45 bel$=CHR$ (7) ; en, sta$=aS+" 1" : dis. sta$=a$+" 0" 

50 DIM ctrl*C6> , pts, in*<151> , pts. □ut%C12) 1 int. in%(64) , int.out%(45> 

SO ON ERROR GOTO 9510: x. scale#=405 : y. scale#=344 . 086 

7 DEF FNpl.curSCx, y > =aS+" Y" +CHRS (y+32> +CHRS (x+32> : PRINT cls$ 

80 PRINT FNpl. cur$(26, 9>"Commands Available:" 

90 PRINT FNpl, cur$<30, 12>"1) Screen Output" 

100 PRINT FHpl.curJOO, 14>"2> Draft Quality Output" 

110 PRINT FNpl. curSCSO, 16>"3) High Quality Output" 

120 PRINT FNpl ,cur$ (26, 19) "Enter Command: "bel$;: 

130 bS= INPUTS <1> : IF VAL(b$Xl OR VAL(b$>>3 THEN GOTO 120 

140 IF VAL(b$)=l THEN ptr=l:dvc*=l 

150 IF VAL(b£)=2 THEN ptr=l . 2: dvc*=32 

160 IF VAL(bS>=3 THEN ptr=l . 2: dvc*=21 



© 



170 IF dvc*>l THEN PRINT clsSFNpl . curS CO, 0>" Please Vait" ; 

160 IF dvc*>l THEN t$=" Ready To Print: Load Printer And " 

190 GOSUB 9000:GOSUB 9100:mes$=" " : xl=0: yl=93 : hgt*=l : dlr*=0 

200 GOSUB 3000: GOSUB 10000 

210 bS="": PRINT belS dis.staS FNpl . curS (0 , 32) tS+" Press Any Key"; 

220 tS="" : b$= INPUTS (1) : IF bS="" THEN 220 

230 GOSUB 9400: PRINT en. staS: PRINT FNpl .. curJ (0, );: LIST 10000-:END 

1000 'DRAV POLYGON (AND FILL) 

1010 "1ST CO-QRD=pts. in*(l> , pts, in*<2>:2ND CO-ORD=pts, in%<3) . pts. in*(4) 

1020 'FOR FILL SET fill* TO 1 AND SPECIFY STYLE <sty%> AND INDEX (idx*> 

1030 'SET NUMBER OF POINTS TO np% 

104 IF fill**! THEN GOSUB 8000 

1050 ctrl*(l>=9: Ctrl* C2 > =np%: GOSUB 9200 

1060 IF fill*=l THEN sty'i=0 : id3(1C= 1 : GOSUB S000 

1070 np*=0:fill%=0: RETURN 

2000 'DRAV RECTANGULAR BOX: LOVER LEFT=xl,yl UPPER RIGHT=x2,y2 



ETC 



® 



2010 'FOR FILL SET fill% TO 1 AND SPECIFY STYLE <sty*> AND INDEX Cldx%> 

2020 IF fill*=l THEN GOSUB 8000 

2030 pts, in»(l)=x. scale#*xl: pts. in*<2)=y. scale#*yl 

2035 pts. in*(3>=x.scale#*x2:pts. ln*<4>=y. scale#»y2 

2040 ctrl5Kl>=ll: Ctrl* (2 >=2;ctrl%<6>=l; GOSUB 9200 

2050 IF fill*=l THEN sty%=0: idx*=l: GOSUB 8000 

2060 fill%=0: RETURN 

3000 'PLACE TEXT AT xl.yl 

3010 'TEXT IN STRING VARIABLE mesS 

3020 'SET CHARACTER HEIGHT AS hgt* AND DIRECTION AS dir* 

3040 GOSUB 8100:ctrl*(l)=8:ctrl*(2)=l:ctrl*(4)=LBK(mBS») 

3045 pts. in*(l)=x. scale#*xl: pts. in* (2)=y . scale##yl 

3050 FOR t*=l TO LEN(mesS> 

3060 Int. ln*(t*>=ASC (KIDS <mes$, t*. 1) ) : KEXT t* 

3080 GOSUB 9200: ngt*=l : dir*=0: GOSUB 8100: RETURN 

4 000 'DRAV POLYLINE FROM xl.yl TO x2,y2 



® 



Notes 2 

Most of the output in draft and 
high quality modes is similar. 
The two exceptions are 
character height and marker size 
(for draft, double the sze% and 
hgt% values in the opposite 
table). Draft quality is most 
useful tor checking that the right 
till patterns have been selected. 
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4010 'USE psty* TO SET POLYLINE STYLE 

4040 GOSUB 8300: pts. in*<l>=x. scale#*xl: pts. in* (2) =y . scale#»y 1 

4045 pts. in*C3)=x. scale#*x2; pts. ln*C4)=y, scale#«y2 

4050 ctrl%(l)=6:ctrl*<2)=2: GOSUB 9200 

4060 psty*=0:GOSUB 8300:RETURN 

5000 'PLOT POLYMARKER AT xl.yl 

5010 'SET POLYMARKER TYPE AS tpe* AND SIZE AS sze* 

5050 GOSUB 8200; pts. ln*(l)=x, scale##xl: pts. in* <2 )=y , scale##yl 

5060 ctrl*(l)=7:ctrl*C2>=l: GOSUB 9200 

5070 t'pe*=l:sze«=l: GOSUB 8200: RETURN 

8000 'SET FILL STYLE AND INDEX 

8010 ctrl* <l>=23;ctrl*<2>=0: int. in* (l)=sty*: GOSUB 9200 

8020 Ctrl* (1) =24: ctrl* (2) =0: int. in* CD =ldx%: GOSUB 9200: RETURN 

8100 'SET CHARACTER HEIGHT AND TEXT DIRECTION 

8110 ctrl*(l>=12;ctrl*(2>=l:pts. in* (1 ) =0 : pts. in* (2) =hgtS: GOSUB 9200 

3120 ctrl*<l>=13: int. In* < 1 >=dir**10: GOSUB 9300: RETURN 



© 



3200 
6210 
8220 
8300 
8310 
8400 
8410 
8500 
8510 
8600 
8610 
8700 
S710 
8800 
8810 
9000 



•SET POLYMARKER TYPE AND SIZE 

ctrl%U> = 18:ctrl%(2> = 0:ctrl«(4> = l: Int. in% CI) =tpo%: GOSUB 9200 

ctrl%<l>=19:ctrl?K2>=l:pts. in* (1 >=0: pts. inK (2 > =Sz©%: GOSUB 9200: RETURN 

"SET POLYLINE STYLE 

ctrl%(l)=15:ctrl*C2)=0:ctrl%(4)=l; Int. ln%<l >=psty£: GOSUB 9200:RETURN 

•SET FILL COLOUR INDEX 

ctrl«Cl>=25: ctrl%<2)=0: int. ln% (1) =colour%: GOSUB 9200: RETURN 

'SET TEXT COLOUR INDEX 

ctrl%a>=22: ctrl% <2 >=0 : lnt, ln%<l)=colour%: GOSUB 9200: RETURN 

•SET POLYLINE COLOUR INDEX 

ctrl%(l>=17: ctrl%C2>=0: Int. ln»< 1 )=colourft: GOSUB 9200: RETURN 

•SET POLYMARKER COLOUR INDEX 

Ctrl5t<l>=20:ctrl%<2>=0: int. ln.5t<l>=colour%: GOSUB 9200:RETUKN 

'FETCH CHARACTER HEIGHTS AND VIDTHS ETC 

yen. wth=pts.out*<l>:ch. vrth=pts. out'AO) :ch. hgt=pts. out% (4> : RETURN 

'SET UP (5 



9010 GSX%=&H30; POKE GSXK+Q, &H50 : POKE GSX%+1,&H59 

9020 POKE GSX%+2,&HE:P0KE GSX%+3. 115: POKE GSX%+4,&HC3 

9030 POKE GSX%+5,&H5:POKE GSXT4 +6, &H0: RETURN 

9100 'OPEN WORKSTATION 

9110 Ctrl'/, Cl) = l:ctrl%<2> = 0:ctrl«<4)=10 

9120 RESTORE 9140: FOR iX=2 TO 10: READ int. in%Cifc> : NEXT 1% 

9130 int. in«Cl>=dvc%: GOSUB 9200: RETURN 

9140 DATA 1,1,1,1,1,1,0,0,1 

9200 REM****«CALL GSX*»*»» 

9210 CALL GSX%<GSX%,GSX%,ctrl%{l>,int.in%Cl>,pts.inS<l>,lnt.out2<l>,pts.cut%<l>) 

9220 RETURN 

9300 'CALL GSX WITH ONE PARAMETER 

9310 ctrl%C2)=0:ctrl*C4)=l: GOSUB 9200: RETURN 

94 00 'CLOSE WORKSTATION 

9410 ctrl%<l>=2:ctrl)4<2)=0: GOSUB 9200: RETURN 

9500 'SHUT DOWN GSX ON ERROR 

9510 GOSUB 9400: ON ERROR GOTO 0:STOP 



BASIC 



Notes 3 

It is best to keep text and 
drawings away Iran the edges 
at ine available space. 
Also, lha variables 
controlling text height, lexi 
direction, fill etc. are always 
returned to the default settings 
whenever they are used. You 
therefore need to resel these 
values whenever you warn lo re- 
use a function 



Type new then type in the following listing followed by 
the commands save "graphpap.gsx" and merge 

"UTILITY. GSX". 

Type run then select 1 (Screen Output). You should see 
the graph paper being drawn a little unevenly on the screen 
(it will look better on printout than on screen, remember). 
The X and Y axes will be labelled. Again, any errors in your 
typing will interrupt the program. It everything is correct, exit 
by pressing any key. Type RON again, and select 3 (High 
Quality Output). After a short delay you will be prompted to 
load the printer with paper (make sure that the paper lies 
between the points marked and 80 on the bail bar), ■ 




What you can do 



GOSUB FUNCTION 

1000 Draw polygon 

Fill polygon 



2000 Draw rectangular box 

(and fill) 



3000 Place text at xi . y1 



OPTIONS VARIABLES 

Number of points rsp°-o = number of points {and filli 
fi!l% s1 for Fill or for Hollow 

Fill styles (4) sty% = (hollow), sty% = 1 (black) 

sty% = 2 (grey scale), sty% = 3 (hatch) 

Style index only relevant when sty% = 2 or 3 

6 gradations idx% = 1 , or 2, or 3, or 4, or 5, or 6 

xi. yi = lower left co-ordinate 
x2, y2 = upper right co-ordinate 
Fill rectangular box as above for fill's. sty%, and idx% 



4000 Drawlinebetween 

two points 

500D Plot marker for line 



Character sizes (12) 
Text directions (4) 



line styles (6) 



marker types (5) 
marker sizes (12) 



x1 . yi = co-ordinate at which base of 
first character is printed mes$="Text" 
hgt% = 1, 400, 600, 800, 1000, 1200, 
1400, 1600, 1800, 2000, 2200, or 2400 
dir% = 0, or 90, or 1 BO, or 270 

x1,y1 = first co-ordinate 
x2, y2 = second co-ordinate 
psty% = 1,2, 3, 4, 5, or 6 

x1,y1 = co-ordinate 
tpe% = 1.2,3,4,or5 
sze% (as for text character sizes) 



10010 


GOSUB 10090 


' DRAV OUTER BOX 








the GRAPHPAP.GSX listing. 


10020 


GOSUB 10100 


'DRAW VERTICAL LINES 








When lacked on to 


10030 


GOSUB 10110 


•DRAW HORIZONTAL LINES 








UTILITYGSX this will produce 


10040 


GOSUB 10140 


'DRAW x AXIS NUMBER POINTERS 








graph paper which you can use 


10050 


GOSUB 10120 


•DRAW x AXIS NUMBERS 








10 plan out your graphics. 


10060 


GOSUB 10150 


•DRAW y AXIS NUMBER POINTERS 










10070 


GOSUB 10160 


'DRAW y AXIS NUMBERS 










10080 


RETURN: ' TO LINE 210 










10090 


xl = 0: yl=0: x2=80: y2=95: GOSUB 2000:BBTUHN 










10100 


FOR 1=5 TO S0:xl=i:yl=5;x2=i:y2=95: GOSUB 


4000 


NEXT: RETURN 


10110 


FOR 1=5 TO 95: xl=5: yl=l:x2=80; y2=i: GOSUB 


4000 


NEXT: RETURN 


10120 


FOR i=5 TO 80 STEP 10: xl=l- 1 . 75: y 1=3 ; mesS 


=STRSC1) ; 


dlr%=0: hgt%=400 


10130 


GOSUB 3000: NEXT: RETURN 










10140 


FOR 1=5 TO 80 STEP 10: xl = i : Yl=4: x2=i: y2=5 


: GOSUB 


4000: NEXT: RETURN 


10150 


FOR 1=5 TO 90 STEP 10 : xl=4 : yl=l ; x2=5: y2=l 


: GOSUB 


4000: NEXT: RETURN 


10160 


FOR 1=5 TO 90 STEP 10 : xl=l : yl=l : mes$=STRS CI ) : dlr%= 


0: hgt%=400 


10170 


GOSUB 3000: NEXT: RETURN 











Notes 4 

GSX expects lo find the drivers 
((he .PRL Tiles) or even/ disc. 
This waste ol space can be 
avoided by changing the 
ASSIGN .SYS lile. Using APED, 
replace each <§> wittt M. GSX will 
Ihen expect to find these files on 
Drive M, so be sure to copy 
ihem there from your startup 
disc first. If you have no plotter 
remove the reference lo 
DDHP7470.PRI in 
ASSIGN.SYS and delete this 
PRL file from your disc. 

Unless you resel the PCW. 
it is impossible to stop the printer 
once output has been sent lo ill 
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QUALITY PRODUCTS AT LOW PRICES!! 




ALFA-Filters 

Reduces Screen-Glare and improves contrast. Superior mesh type with 
unique matching frame for perfect fit. 

PCW 8256/8512 ONLY £17.95 PCW 9512/PC-MM ONLY £19.95 

ALFA-Fitter NOW ALSO AVAILABLE FROM RYMAN STORES 

PERFECT MARGINS ONLY £9.50 

PCW8000 Single sheet aligner Uncomplicated and easy to use. Adjustable 
for various size sheets or alternative margins. 



CF2 DISKS 



GENUINE 3" AMSOFT 
10 ONLY £21.50 




PCW 8256 - £375 
PCW 851 2 -£475 
PCW 951 2 - £520 



A/LFA-RIBBONS 



PCW 8256/8512, LQ3500 

14 METRES 

Top quality, long life 2 for £7 

PCW9512: 2 for £7 

PRINTWHEELS £5.50 



HARDWARE 



FD2, FD4. MEMORY. Etc. 
Ring for best prices 



SOFTWARE 



Send for price list 



All prices 

include 

VAT + p&p 



Cheques/POs lo 

ALFA ELECTRONICS Ltd. 

Maple House 97 Ewell Rd Surbiton Surrey KT6 6 AH, 

RING 01 390 2S88 



Prices subject la change wllhout notice - poods subject to availability. 
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Letta-Head Plus 

.... is a fully WYSIWYG icresn editor with i4 different fonts, 
proportional spacing, italics and bold. Graphics include boxes, 
lines, circles, ellipses &- shading. Deii9n all your letter heads, 
receipts, labels, posters etc. and print all the copies you need 
any size. Price £17.50 

CJcrdFirder 

.... the program for crossword and word game enthusiasts. 
Instant access to over 24,000 unique words and names by 
typing in the known letters, plus powerful anagram function. 
Add your own uwrds to the dictionary. Price £12.50 
Please add SOp per program P4P within Europe, £2 airmail. 


11 C0M4LAN AVEME. SKfTCLD W 4PE| h 




Tel: [0433) 30799 ^k 1 



AMSTRAD RECOMMENDED REPAIR CENTRE 



For guaranteed repairs to Acorns - Amstrads - BBCs - 

Commodores - Sinclair QLs • Spectrums - and many 

other makes of popular home and business computers, 

printers & disk drives. 

SALE OF ANCILLARY EQUIPMENT. 

Many second hand computers bought and sold. 

Free Estimates. 



MANCOMP LTD 



Phone 

061-224-1888 or 061-224-9888 

for details 



© 



1 Bridge St, 

Galashiels 

TD1 1SW 

Tel: 0896 57004 

(24 hours) 

LOWEST PRICES 



WORLDWIDE 



S O F T WA R E 

NEW LOW PRICES FOR SUMMER 1988 



We are looking for quality PCW software lo publish. If you have written a 
program and would like it marketing, phone or send a sample for evaluation. 



49 Stoney St, 

Nottingham 

NGt 1LX 

Tel: 0602 480779 

Fax: 0602 483102 

FASTEST DELIVERY 



AMX MOUSE/STOP PRESS 
£69.95 

COMMODORE COMPUTER SYSTEMS 

PCI 51 2k/mono display (includes database. 

spreadsheet, word processor) 369.99 

AMSTRAD COMPUTER SYSTEMS 

9512 Word processor/daisywheel printer 527.95 

8256 Single drive Word processor/printer ...365.95 

8512 Dual drive Word processor/printer 486.95 

1512 RANGE {Includes free software) 

1512 Single dtiva,'mono display 435.95 

1512 Dual drive/mono display 584.95 

1512 Single drive/colour display 579.95 

1512 Dual drivei'colour display 734.95 

1640 RANGE 

1640 Single drcve/mono display 539.95 

1640 Single drive/colour display ..689.95 

1640 Single drive/enhanced colour display ... 649.95 

1640 Dual drivermono display ., 674.95 

1640 Dual drive/colour display . . .824.95 

1640 Dual drive/enhanced colour display 984.95 

1640 Hard disk/mono display 990.95 

1640 Hard disk/colour display 1 1 44.95 

1640 Hard disk/enhanced coW disptey 1284.95 

PORTABLES 

PPC 512S Single 720k 3.5" drive 429.95 

PPC 640S Single 720k drive with modem 549.95 

PPC512D Double 720k 3. 5" drive 566.95 

PPC 6400 Double 720K 3.5' drive with modem 689.95 

PRINTERS 

DMP 3250 di dol matrix 189.95 

DMP 4000 dot matrix 289.99 

LO 3500 dol matrix (24 pin) 286.99 

PERIPHERALS 

Programmable joystick irface , 24.95 

CPS 6256 PCW Interface (RS232/Centronics) 52.95 



MINI OFFICE PROFESSIONAL 
£21.95 



10 AMSOFT CF2 DISK 
£22.95 



PCW SOFTWARE 

AMX MouseiDesktop 65.95 

AMX Mouse 4 Desktop Publisher 62.95 

dBase II 61.95 

Database Manager Plus 28.95 

Desktop Publisher , .........21.95 

HiSottC 35.95 

HisofT forth 14.95 

Hisoll Knife Plus ...... 14.95 

Hisoft pascal 35.95 

Locoscript II + Locospell 32.95 

Masterfite8000 32.95 

Masterpack (Masterscan + Maslerpaint 61.95 

Money Manager Plus 26.95 

Personal Tax Planner , 1 6.95 

Plan It , 16.95 

Pocket Protext 26.95 

Prospell 21.95 

Sage Payslips (1000) 36.95 

Sage Popular Accounts Plus (Acc+lnv) .....102.95 

Sage Popular Accounts .,..71.95 

Sage Popular Chit Chat Combo 71.95 

Sage Popular invoicing 51 .95 

Sage Popular Payroll 51.95 

Sage Popular Retrieve 49.95 

Sage Statements (1000) 36.95 

Sage Super Combo (Acc+Pay+lnv) 142.9S 

Stop Press Software only 34.95 

Supertype II 19.95 

Tas Sign ,..,..,.,....„ ......,„„.,.,.,„,.., 21 ,95 

Tasprint 8000 1 1 .20 

TasspellSOOO 11.00 

TaswordSOOO 17.50 



PCW LEISURE SOFTWARE 

Bridge Player 2000 11.95 

Carrier Command 16.50 

Clock Chess 88 11.95 

Colossus Bridge 4 1 1.9S 

Colossus Chess 4 ...,.,..11.95 

Deluxe Scrabble 14,95 

Forth Protocol ....1 1.95 

Frank Brunos Boxing ,..........,..„, 14.95 

Guild ol Thieves 16.50 

Jinxter ..,...„..,..„.,.,.......,....„.,,...... .. 18.50 

Knight Ore 14.95 

Living Daylight , 11.95 

Matcnday II , 11,20 

Mmdfiehter 18.50 

Planetfall 18.50 

Professional Adventure Writer 22.95 

Starglider 18.50 

Steve Davis Snooker 1 1.20 

Strike Force Harrier 14.95 

The Pawn 18.50 

Time and Magik ..,...........,..,.,.„ 1 1.20 

PCW EDUCATIONAL SOFTWARE 

Animal/Vegetable/Mineral 1 1.95 

Better Maths 1 (12 to 16yrs) 11.95 

Better Spelling (9 to 14 yrs) 1 1.95 

Biology 1 (12 to 16 yrs) ...11.95 

Chemistry 1 (12 to 16 yrs) 11.95 

Magic Maths (4 to 8 yrs) 1 1.95 

Maths Mania (8 to 1 2 yrs) 1 1 .95 

Physics 1 (12 to 16 yrs) 11.95 

Work) Wise 11.95 



Credit card orders accepted by phone or mail. All prices include VAT and delivery in the U.K. Overseas locations 
all uk deuveries supplied with carriage at cost. Educational Govt. /Commercial orders welcome, all uk deliveries 
by ,st class mail Cheques etc. payable to WORLDWIDE SOFTWARE. BY 1ST CU1SS MAIL 



LOCOMAIL 



Looping means that an action is repeated until some 
condition has been met. at which point the loop ends. 
Say you have to produce an invoice which involves 
inserting a different number of items for each pass. The best 
way to get around it is to insert a command (like (+Mail) 
Amount ?#; type in amount (-Mail) ) which will allow 
you to enter one item, include the figure in the form 
document, and then repeatedly jump back to the same 
command so that you can enter following items until you 
signal to the program that there are no further entries to be 
made. 

The series of commands would look something like this: 
(+Mail)Loop-" 
(+Mail) Amount =?#;type in amount (-Mail) 

(+MaiI) Amount (-Mail) " (-Mail) 
(+Mail)%Loop@ Amount (-Mail) . 
A typical LocoMail loop like this one consists of three 
elements: a program unit, a test variable and a loop 
command. The program unit is the loop itself, or the part 
being repeated; it is given a name (in this case Loop seems 
appropriate, though you can choose anything) and is always 
enclosed in quotation marks. 

Once you've settled on the program unit (in this case. 
you re instructing LocoMail to keep on providing you with the 
opportunity to insert a number until you no longer wish to do 
so), you have to insert a loop command which says 'Keep 
on doing this until the named condition (or test variable) is 
met'. The loop command is displayed, in this example, on 
the last line. What it is saying here is 'Repeat (% means 
repeat') the program unit called Loop until a zero amount is 
entered «§>)'. Once the test variable, as specified in the loop 
command, is matched - ie. once a zero amount is entered - 
the loop will end. 

To sum up 

Of course, inserting a series of numbers without ever 

reaching a total or sum is probably not going to be of much 

use to you - especially if you're invoicing. This involves 

making a slight modification to the program unit so that a 

running total is automatically worked out before the zero 

amount closes the loop. Obviously the running total has to 

be set equal to zero before you enter any figures. If you 

don't. LocoMail issues an error message when it finds that 

Ihe variable name Sum in the loop has not been awarded a 

value. 

(+Mail) Sum=0 (-Mail) 

l+Mail)Loop=" 

(+Mail)Amount=?&;type in amount (-Mail) 

£ (+Mail) Amount (-Mail) 
(+Mail)Sum=( Amount + Sum] (-Mail) 
" (-Mail) 
(+Mail) %Loop@ Amount (-Mail) 

£(+Mail)Sum(-Mail) 
Note that in our form document we have set a decimal tab 
stop, so that the amounts entered will all be aligned 
correctly. The tab facility, once set, is automatically activated 
when you type in the various entries at the appropriate 
prompt. Another very good idea (as we saw last month) is to 
insert the pound sign in the document before the (+Mail) 
code of Amount and Sum, 

Zeroing in 

The snag with this method is that the zero you're compelled 
to lype in in order to break the loop must appear in the form 
document. This can look a little peculiar, to say the least. 
The solution to this problem is to insert a conditional 
LocoMail command of the type we've looked at earlier on in 
the series which will instruct the program to insert an amount 
only if it is not zero. You still enter the spurious value of zero 
to close the loop but it will not appear in the column of 
figures. 



CHAIN 
REACTION 

Sharon Bradley loops the loop in LocoMail 



If you've been following this series you can do all the arithmetic 
you'll need to write invoice generators in LocoMail - adding 
columns of a constant number of figures, for example. So long as 
the number of things to add up is the same for each customer, 
there's no problem. 

But suppose you want LocoMail to find the total of all the items 
someone's bought off you this month. The number is going to be 
different for each customer - some might have bought dozens of 
items, others a few, or none. Making use of LocoMail's programmed 
loops will help you do that. 



(+Mail)#Amount<>0;<(-Mail) (+Mail) Amount (- 
Mail) 

(+Mail)>(-Mail) 
(+Mail)Sum=[Aroount+Sum] (-Mail) and SO on. 

Counting Down... 

An alternative approach if you don't want to use these 
potentially complex conditional commands is to use a 
counter: the program asks the question 'How many items to 
be entered?', stores the answer in a variable counter and 
then, by subtracting one from the counter after each entry, 
repeats the loop the required number of times. Suppose the 
Plunket Green Operatic Society wanted to make four inserts 



Code Word M 

In any LocoMail command, you 
have lo haw as many t -Mail i s 
as H&tiis, The i->ks-.:i 
code in the tirs! line ol these 
commands is matched by Ihe 
second i-Miiii code in ihe 
Ihird line. These codes, along 
wilh the quotation marks, mark 
[he beginning and end of the 
program unit or loop. The 
commands would be inserted 
into the documental the 
point where you wish 
Ihe items lo be 



Dear Hr and Hrs Cadualladei ,f 

f 

Thankuou for renewing your nenbership with the Plunkett Green Operatic 

Society, c 

(i 

Expenses incurred for two nenbership cards each lasting a gear and tickets 

for next Month's dinner ami dance at the Fauarotti Gala House are as 

follows:f 



[-Ha 1 1 ) 4 ( »tta i J ) JUM (-Ha 1 1 ) ( *Ha 1 1 ) &miSE 



He uould be grateful if you could cross all cheques and flake then payable 
to the Society, t> 



Sub zero 



Beware of never hitting zero in a counter like 

in a Repeat-Unlit loop like this one, 
you were to enter zero as the number of items 
to be included in trie column, the loop would 
repeal because trie Counter=[Counter-1 j will 
mean that H is no longer equal to zero at Ihe 
end of Ihe loop because it already has a value 
of -1 - less than zero. 

II, on the other hand, the test to see 
whether the counter is equal to zero is 
performed at the beginning of the loop 
instead of at Ihe end then Ihe loop will never 



be executed at all. This command would be 
(+Mail}@Counter%Laop(-Mail). the two halves 
of the command line we've already seen in 
reverse order. This marks the subtle 
difference between a While-Wend loop (which 
will not be started at all If the tesl variable is 
zeroj as opposed to the Repeat-Until loop 
which will go on ad infinilum if you start with 
zero simply because ensuing Counter values 
are going to be less than zero and therefore 
as valid as any other number with a positive 
value. 



oaflsSOOO PLUS 53 




Bear nr aim nrs uutualMder.e 



thankuou for renewing your nennersliii) with the Plunkett Green Operatic 

Society. *> 

C 

Expenses incurred for two nenhership cards each lasting a year and tickets 

for next nonth's dinner and dance al the Pavarotti Gala House are as 

follows:* 1 



He would be grateful if 



String section 

As we've seen LocoMail can 
check 10 see whether a loop is 10 
be reentered by asking whelher 
the tesl variable is equal lo zero 
Bui it is also possible lo use a 
string as the lest variable. When, 
for example, n is equal to ' " (or 
nothing at all) Ihe loop can be 
closed. 



in their invoice column - and arrive at a total. The following 
series of LocoMail commands would be typed in at the 
appropriate juncture within the form document: 

(+Mail)Suro=0(-Mail) 

(+Mail)Counter=?*;type in number of items (-Mail) 

(+Mail)Loop=" 

£(+Mail)Amount=?,-type in amount (-Mail | 
<+Mail) Amount (.-Mail) 
(+Mail)Sum= [Amount +Sum] (-Mail) 
I +Mail )Counter=[ Counter- lj (-Mail] 
"(-Mail) 
(+Mail) *Loop@Counter (-Mail) 

£[+Maii)Sum(-Mail) 

The main difference here is that having entered the number 
of items as four, and instructed the program to count down 



,rpu? e/LOCOE ,825 Editing text. Printer Idle, Using ft: 

Layout 1 Pii2 LSI CRrt 1P6 Page l line 1/5, 

fUftctions f£=Uiout f3=Stule f4-5ize f5=Paoe n=SpelI fS=0pt ions EXIfl 



'HUiDf 



eststnn 
Loop 

Keypress « ?:Press tYI or IH1 and [Enter JIttfl 
•Keypress = '»* OH Keypre ss - "H" :< :Ieststri 
_jKeypress = "V ;(JtO; 
pjijSyess = "N" :«EO!Ili 
ICiSBIl'Loop ? leslstrim 



ite uoiiin oe graiemi 
to the S ociety,*' 
(*Miil) — 
NEiJ) 



K-HaiI>C 

(-Hail)t> 
aiuTou pressed iij itnaiiiyf 
You pressed INi {♦rlail)B<-Naiir (-Nail)f 
EH-Hailjf 
you could cross all cheques and nakt then payahle 



lease don't forget that our final dress rehearsal 



taking place all das Saturday, 15th October (*Nai 1)1] (-Ms il)f 



Sincere I ue 
f 

Hr Pucklfton-Pughc 
Cha i man . t> 



'illPlease rake a note in your diaries that on Hondag, 
ill be the opportunity to see sonc of our tore 
5 Pinafore at the Globe, Everuboii 



Odds 'n' sods 



LocoMail is a very powerful program 
requiring quite a lot of thought and 
organization on your part before you actually 
put It Into operation. So when your program 
doesn't work properly first time round, it's as 
annoying as It is difficult to spot exactly 
where you've gone wrong. 

LocoMail command syntax error: this 
means that you've made a mistake with one 
of LocoMail's many codes. Perhaps you've 
missed a (-mail) or (-Mail) out, inserted It 
where you don't need it, or typed It back to 
front. Unfortunately these mistakes are 
difficult lo spot but easy to put right once you 
have spotted them. More difficult to correct 
are those slips which have occurred through 



a basic misunderstanding of the 
programming codes. 

Name does not exist: this error wilt clearly 
be displayed If for some reason or another 
you reach the end of a loop before a value 
has been assigned lo the variable. It will also 
occur if the name specified after Ihe repeat 
symbol {%) in the loop command is not Ihe 
same as I hat previously given to the loop. 

Command fype mismatch: I his warning 
will occur If you treat Incompatible variable 
types as if they were equal - for example, 
trying to add £5 to £10. LocoMail doesn't like 
you mixing the E signs and figures and you 
can only add them as simple figures. 



54 8000 PLUS 0=4 us 




one after each entry, the loop command is now saying, in 
effect, carry on going until the counter is at zero. In other 
words, the loop will close after the fourth entry has been 
made and not before. This avoids any spurious zeroes 
appearing in the final printout of the form document. 
Remember, however, to specify Counter=[Counter-l] or 
you'll still be there, locked in the same loop, in a hundred 
years' time- 
It may, incidentally, be more helpful to you to type in the 
above series of commands in the same way that they have 
been entered into the Plunket Green form document. As 
they stand at the moment, at least two carriage returns will 
materialise between each entry instead of just one or none 
at all. 

Sensible answers only 

LocoMail is also good at checking data input at the keyboard 
to see whether it's sensible - a process known as data 
validation. This prevents someone giving the answer to the 
question Sex?' as anything but M or F, for example. 

Imagine particular circumstances within a form document 
requiring you to press either the [Y] or [N] key so that a 
different section of text is included depending on who you're 
writing to. Just like the conditional mailmerge commands we 
saw earlier on in the series you would insert a command 
something like the following to input the actual key press: 
(+Mail)Response=?,- press [Y] or [N] (-Mail) 

followed by two commands to determine which text should 
be printed: 

(+Mail) #Response="y":<(-Mail) (+Mail) >Please 
don't forget that our final dress rehearsal for 
HMS Pinafore will be taking place all day 
Saturday, 15th October (-Mail) 
and 

(+Mail)#Response="n":<(-Mail) (+Mail) >Please make 
a note in your diaries that on Monday, nth 
October, at 8.00pm, there will be the 
opportunity to see some of our more active 
members performing HMS Pinafore at The Globe. (- 
Mail) . 

The trouble with this is that if some key other than [Y] or [N] 
is pressed, accidentally or otherwise, then neither of the 
conditional texts will be printed out. Setting up a loop 
structure that will insist on only one or other of these two 
keys being pressed will solve that problem. You can create a 
structure, for example, that will continue to loop back to the 
Response prompt until one or other of the right keys has 
been pressed. Only when that happens will the test string be 
equal to null so that the loop can close. 

The program unit would look something like this: 
(+Mail)Teststring="A" (-Mail) 
(+Mail)Loop=" 

(+Mail) Keypress =?;Type [Y] or [N] (-Mail) 
(+Mail) #KeypreSs="Y" OH 
Keypress="N" ;< : Teststring=" *' : > (-Mail) 
(+Mail) #Keypress="¥":< (-Mail) You pressed 
IY) (+Mail)>#Keypress="N":< (-Mail) You pressed 
|N] (+Mail)>(-Mail) 
"(-Mail) 
(+Mail) 'HoopOTeststring (-Mail) 

If a key other than [Yj or [N] is pressed, then the loop will 
carry on repeating. One of the most annoying results of this 
particular method is that you'll be left with a number of 
spurious carriage returns in the finished document where the 
unused text was. Unfortunately, there's no way round this 
other than stamping them out manually with the delete keys. 
A validation technique like this can be particularly useful 
when it comes to checking that a number has been entered 
within a specified maximum and minimum range. The loop 
can be made to repeat itself until such times as the number 
in question does fail within the desired range. ■ 
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SOFTWARE 



MASTERFILE8000 
;:STOPPflESS ' MOUSE 
1 ,ARNOR PROTEXT 

SAGE POP. ACC, 

SAGE POP. ACC. + 

SAGE PAYROLL 

SUPEBCALC 8 

CRACKER II 

MONEY MANAGER 

NEW WORD II 



E3S.64 
£74.0? 
E47.44 
ESI. 24 
f 121.64 
E56.S6 
E43.70 
E39 49 
£27.47 
£■47,34 



ANOTHER 50 TITLES IN OUR 25 
PAGE CATALOGUE 



RIBBONS 



PCW 8258 FABRIC £3 9S 

PCW 8256 CARSON E5 50 

PCW 8256 COLOURS £4 95 

PCW 95 1 2 MULTI5TRIKE £4.23 

PCW 9512 COLOURS £5.70 



PAPER 



A4 70GMS2OOO £19,99 

A4 85GMS10OO £12.17 

1 1X9.5 60 GMS 2000 £13.95 

ADDRESS LABELS 1000 E5 99 
ADD C2 50 CARRIAGi PER BOX 

VISA/ACCESS 
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RMS INTERNATIONAL 
36a ABBEY STREET 
RUG BY,WARWICKS HIRE. 
ENGLAND, CV21 3LH. 

(0788) 69344 



CF2 DISCS 



5xAMSOFTCF2 E11.95 

10 x AMSOFT CF2 £21 95 

I AMS20L STORAGE SOX E9.95 



BOOKS 



1 5 H R WORD PROC. £5.95 

AOV LOCOSCRIPT E8.50 
AMS 8256/851 2 W PROC £9 95 

AMSTCP/MPLUS £1295 

INTHO CPm PLUS AMS £7.95 
CHOOSE USE CP/M BUS £6.50 

COMPGDETOPK5V.2 E12.50 

DESKTOP PUB AMST E9.50 

G ET SMART AMST £7.95 

GET STARTED BASIC £5 85 

LOCOSCRIPT 2 PCW £11.35 

LSCP.IPT 2 BA S SO FT C9.95 

MALLARD BASIC SOFT £9.95 

MASTERING PCW £8.95 

POCKETWORDSTAR £7.50 

PftAC REF GDE 8256 £5.95 

PRAC AMS WORD PROC £7.85 

PRAC LOCO ON PCW £6.95 

PROG PCW 2ND E £7.95 

STEP BY STEP GDE £4.95 
USING PCW WRD PROC £8.50 



. USING DBASE PCW 
! WRD PROC AMST 8526 
| WRD PROC AMST 8256 
DOBBS Z80 TOOLBOX 
PROGRAMMING Z60 
Z-80 REF. GUIDE 
Z-SO APPLICATIONS 
Z-SOASS. LANG. PROG 
UDERSTAND. DBASE II 



ES.95 
£6.95 
E6.B5 
£22.95 
£20.95 
£1285 
£16.95 
£20.95 
E21.95 



EDUCATIONAL. GOVERNMENT, 

AND PLC OFFICIAL ORDERS 
ACCEPTED. ALL PRICES ARE 
INCLUSIVE OF VAT AND P&P. WE 
ENDEAVOUR TO DESPATCH ALL 
ORDERS BY 4PM THE SAME DAY, 
PLEASE ALLOW UP TO 7 DAYS FOR 
DELIVERY. PLEASE PHONE OR 
WRITE TO NOTIFY OF NON 
DELIVERY WITHIN THAT TIME. WE 
USE THE P.O. TRAKBAK SERVICE. 



AMSTRAD PC SYSTEM FOR 
UNDER £7 PER WEEK 



Package includes Amstrad PC 151 2 DD-Colour plus EPSOM LXSOO 
Printer plus maintenance plus "Ability" software and four games. 

All makes of computer printer and software are available for sale, 
lease purchase or lease rental. 

Our trained staff are available for free consultations on all 

products and our representatives are able to offer full on-site 

demonstrations 

PCW 9512 ONLY £479 + VAT 

PCW 8256 ONLY £335 + VAT 

PCW 8512 ONLY £434 + VAT 

Maintenance Contracts available on All Machines 

HARDSOFT INTERNATIONAL 

i^! 1A THE SQUARE. SAW BRIDGEWORTH. HERTS. 
b=I. RING 0279-726488/726406 NOW 



INDEXER 



AUTHORS 

Throw away those Index cards * 

Let INDEXER do the boring work 

INDEXER will produce a page reference for Words 

and Phrases In your Locoscript or PROTEXT 

manuscript, omitting words YOU do not wish to 

include - FAST 

Menu-Driven with Help text and Manual 

Multi-file merge for BIG documents. 

No Pre-Editing of your document needed. 

"*£22.95 Inclusive"* 

Comma Consultants Limited 

12 Station Road.Wootton Bassett.Wilts. SN4 7DZ 



DO 




MISS OUT ! 



«* 0273 726331* 

FOR YOUR ?ZSS 
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/WAILABLE to you now 
IN THE NEW EDITION OF 

AMSTRAD CATALOGUE 




SBS COMPUTER SUPPLIES. UNIT a 



IP YOU HAVE BOUGHT FROM 
THE PREVIOUS S8S AMSTRAD 
CATALOGUE YOU WILL 
RECEIVE A COPY 



— - I CLARKES IND EST, HOVE, E SUSSEX s ■PLIES AUTOMATICALLY 



LISTINGS PLUS 




Pretty pictures and pretty text: find out how to make 
a BASIC program a thing of beauty 




PACKAGE 



by Nick Harmer and 
Jonathan Baggaley 



When we carried the listing for the Plot 
Routine by Lawrence Simons {a 
clever little program to switch pixels 
on or off) it was predicted that we would see 
some ingenious applications over the coming 
months. And sure enough this is one the best of 
the flood of programs all based round this utility. 

It's a drawing package that allows you to 
produce effective and quite accurate graphics 
on screen. Run the program and the screen 
goes blank except for a tiny dot in the centre. 
You can move this dot in any direction using the 
keys w - Up, z - down, a - left and 3 - right, a 
quite sensible group of keys at the far left of the 
key board. This will produce a straight line which 



can be positioned very 
accurately. 

If you want a thicker 
line press 2 for double 
thickness and 1 to take 
you back to the thin line. 
Make a mistake and you 
just press E for erase 
which will remove every 
pixel you cross until you 
press I for ink. If you 
want to move to another 
part of the screen without 
leaving a line, press rj for 
brush up and for brush 
down starts the flow of 
"paint' again. Finally you 
can add text anywhere 
you want by simply 
pressing I lor text. When 
you press return you will 
return to the normal mode. 

As the cursor is normally not shown (except 
in text mode) it is possible to lose yourself on 
the screen. At this point chose F and the pixel 
where the cursor is positioned will flash on and 
off for a few seconds. 

When you are totally delighted with the 
results you can, of course, get a hard copy of 




the drawing by pressing [EXTRA] and [PTR] at 
the same time. 

As the program is based on the Plot Routine 
printed in our August edition any Listings Plus 
devotees who have already typed this in can 
save themselves a lot of trouble by merging the 
lines from 50000 on with new pro gram. ■ 



10 GQSUB 50000 




04A0 


20 PRUT CHR$(27)+"H";CHR$(27)+"E";CHH$(27)+"f 




0BC8 


30 X*=360: REM I POS 




0636 


40 ¥%=Q: REM 


BRUSH SIZE 




085E 


50 Y%=128; REM Y POS 




063D 


60 PX=1:REM BRUSH POSIT I OI (DOW/ OP) 




0E2F 


70 FX=1: REM 


BRUSH STATE <1IK/ERASE> 




0CE5 


80 LET CS=IIKEY$ 




06E8 


90 IF C$="A" 


OR C$="a" AID IS>0 THEI LET XX=XX-1 




0DC9 


100 IF C$="S H 


OR C$="s" AID XX<718 THEM LET XX=I%+1 




0E9D 


110 IF Ct="V 


OR CS="w" AID Y%<256 THEI LET YX=YZ+1 




0EC1 


120 IF Ct="Z" 


OR C$= B z" AID YX>8 THEI LET YX=YX-1 




0F92 


130 IF Ct="I" 


OR C$="l" THEI LET FX=1: REM IIK OI 




100D 


140 IF CS="E B 


OR C$="e" THEI LET FX=0: REM I IX ERASE 




11BD 


150 IF C*="C" 


OR C*="c" THEI PR I IT CHR$(27)+"H" ;CHRJ(27>+"E" 




1089 


160 IF C$-"D" 


OR C$=-d" THEI LET PZ=1 




0B7D 


170 IF CS="U" 


OR CS="u" THEI LET PX=0 




0BF4 


180 IF Ct="T" 


OR C$="t" THEI GOSUB 260 


© 


0C53 


190 IF CS="2" 


THE! VX=1 


0681 




LISTINGS PLUS- 



i . 

200 IF C$="l" THBI VX=0 

210 IF CS="F" OB CS="f" THEI 360 

220 IF PX=0 THBI GOTO 80 

230 CALL PLOT (XX.YX.FX) 

240 IF VX=1 THEI 290 

250 GOTO 80 

260 AX=XX/8:BX=IIT<(256-YX)/8>: PRIIT CHR$(27)+"e" ; 

270 PRIST CHR$(27H"Y"+CHRi<32+BX>+CER$<32+AX);:IIPUT 

280 RETORI 

290 AX-XX- 1 : BX=XX+ 1 : CX= YX- 1 : DX=YX+ 1 

300 IF XX>G THEI CALL PLOT <AX,YX,FX> 

310 IF XX<718 THEI CALL PLOT (BX.YX.PX) 

320 IF YX<255 THEI CALL PLOT (XX.DX.FX) 

330 IF YX>0 THEI CALL PLOT <XX,CX,FX> 

340 GOTO 80 

350 GX=FX 

360 FOR Z=l TO 25 

370 GX=<GX+1> AID 1 



1 ,T*: PRIIT CHR*(27)+"f 



© 



0668 
08B4 
0815 
07AC 
06A7 
036C 
0D57 
16AA 
03C2 
08BC 
0C3D 
0BF4 
0C4A 
0C09 
036B 
01DD 
059A 
03B3 



380 CALL PLOT (XX.YX.GX) 

390 FOR Y=l TO 50: HIT Y 

400 IEXT Z 

410 GOTO 80 

50000 HE1E3RY &HBFFF: PLOT=»HC0O0: A=PLOT:E=0 

50010 RESTORE 50120 

50020 FOR F=0 TO 14 

50030 S=0 

50040 FOR G=0 TO 7 

50050 READ X$:X=VAL("aH"+X$) 

50060 S=S+X:POKE A,X:A=A41; IEXT 

50070 READ X$: IF SOVAL<"4H"+X$> THEI E=E+1:PRIIT "ERROR II LIIE 

50080 IEXT 

50O9O IF E=0 THEI RETURI 

50100 PRIIT E; "ERROR";: IF B=l THEI PRIIT ELSE PRIIT "S" 

50110 STOP 

50120 DATA OA,32,7C,C0, 4E.23, 46, 21, 250 

50130 DATA CF, 02, A7, ED, 42, D8, ED, 43, 4AF 



;10*(F+5012> 



® 



07BC 
08A4 
0367 
0366 
0F5F 
05C2 
0537 
024B 
052C 
0789 
0B3C 
19B8 
02D2 
0922 
12FD 
02C6 
0887 
09B1 



50140 
50150 
50160 
50170 
50180 
50190 
50200 
50210 
50220 
50230 
50240 
50250 
50260 



DATA 
DATA 
DATA 
DATA 
DATA 
DATA 
DATA 
DATA 
DATA 
DATA 
DATA 
DATA 
DATA 



78, CO, 
CO, 93, 
F3.ED, 
01,36, 
ED, 7B, 
CO, 29, 
56, 7B, 
47, 7B, 
CO, 45, 
78, E6, 
10, FD, 
05,78, 
20,03, 



EB,5E,23, 
3D.5F.ED, 
73.7D.C0, 
C0,CD,5A, 
7D.C0.FB, 
11,00,B6, 
E6,F8,CB, 
E6,07,B0, 
7D,E6,F8, 
07.3C.47, 
47.3A.7C, 
2F,A6,77, 
B6.77.C9, 



56, 7A, 
53, 7A, 
31, 9D, 
FC.E9, 
C9.2A, 
19, 5E, 
27, CB, 
5F.2A, 
6F,EB, 
AF.37, 
C0.A7, 
C9.3D, 
AE.77, 



A7.41B 
CO, 469 
CO, 5 IE 
00, 403 
7A, SOD 
23.24A 
12, 47E 
78, 360 
19,403 
1F.2ED 
20, 391 
78, 347 
C9, 407 



0994 
094F 
095C 
0953 
09F3 
0823 
08FC 
08CD 
0955 
09C0 
08E7 
0926 
091B 



© 
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DOUBLE 

WIDTH TEXT 

by Lawrence Simons 



Everyone knows how to get enlarged text 
when printing out (in case you don't it 
involves typing in lfrint 
CHRS (27) +"W"+CHRS (1) in BASIC) but can you 
do it so that the letters appear double width on 
screen? Weil you can know if you just type in 
this listing trom Larry Simons. 



The important part of the program is the bit 
from 52000 onwards which does all the fancy 
stuff. This looks terribly complicated but it does 
have its own error checking for the data lines. 

The first part just shows you how to use the 
program. The idea is that you add the utility at 
the end of your own program and run it as a 
GOSUB somewhere early in the process. 

Then whenever you want to produce double 
width text you just have to assign values to the 
variables L%, C%. A$ and V%. These are 
reasonable obvious. L% decides in what line the 
text will be written and C% allows you to choose 
the column (obviously L% must not be greater 
than 30 and C% cannot be more than 88). 

The variable A$ is the actual text you want to 
appear and V$ decided whether the text is 
printed normally or in reverse video. If V$ is 
nothing it prints normally, anything else and it is 



Ok 

run 

What line ? S 

What columi? IS 

What text ? Hello Ihere! 

Noma! or reverse uideo <N/R>? t 



*.T>J1I 



reversed 

Then just use the line call 
dwpbint (L: , c , AS, v j and the text appears 
on screen in a suitably impressive lengthened 
condition ■ 






10 GOSUB 52000 


04A4 


20 1IPUT "What line "; L% 


0903 


30 IIPUT "Vhat column"; Ct 


0972 


40 IIFOT "Vbat text »j AS 


0920 


50 IIPUT "fornal or reverse video (I/R)" ; IS 


OFDB 


60 IF UPPERS <n»>="R" THEI V%=1 ELSE vX=0 


0C6E 


70 PR IIT CHR$<27)+-E"+CERS(27>+"H" 


086D 


80 CALL DVPRIITCLX,CH,A$,V%> 


0958 


90 HSD 


0219 


52000 REK Set up DVPRIIT machine -code routine 


12B6 


52010 NHKIRY 4HBFFF 


0613 


52020 D¥PRIIT=*HC200:A=DWPRIIT:E=0 


0C98 


52030 RESTORE 52150 


05B4 


52040 FOR F=0 TO 46 


0545 


52050 S=0 


-~ 0257 


52060 FOR G=0 TO 7 


(1 ) 0538 


52070 READ XS: I=¥AL("»H"+IS> 


0795 



52080 


S=S+I-POKE A 


,X:A 


=A+1 














08E3 


52090 


■EXT 






















02DA 


52100 


READ 


It: 


IF SOVALC4H"+IS> THEI 


E=B+1:FRI. T ■ 


ERROR II LIIE";10«(F+5215> 


19E8 


52110 


IEXT 






















02BD 


52120 


IF E= 


THEI 


RETURI 














090D 


52130 


PRIIT E; 


" ERROR" ; 


;IF 


E=l 


THEI 


PRIIT ELSE PRIIT 


"S" 


130D 


52140 


EID 






















0216 


52150 


DATA 


ED, 


43. 


74. 


C3, 


46, 


23, 


7E, 


A7, 


3F5 




090B 


52160 


DATA 


20, 


11, 


78, 


FE, 


IF, 


30, 


OC, 


EB, 


2ED 




094F 


52170 


DATA 


4E. 


23, 


7E, 


A7, 


20, 


05, 


79, 


FE, 


332 




0948 


52180 


DATA 


59, 


38, 


45, 


11, 


23, 


C2, 


OE, 


09, 


1E3 




084D 


52190 


DATA 


C3, 


05, 


00, 


OD, 


OA, 


44, 


57, 


50, 


1CA 




087A 


52200 


DATA 


52, 


49, 


4E, 


54, 


3A, 


20, 


62, 


61, 


25A 




0832 


52210 


DATA 


64, 


20. 


6C, 


69, 


6E, 


65, 


2F, 


63, 


2BE 




08AA 


52220 


DATA 


6F, 


6C. 


75, 


6D, 


6E, 


20, 


6E. 


75, 


32E 




090F 


52230 


DATA 


6D, 


62, 


65, 


72, 


OD, 


OA, 


24, 


OE, 


1EF 


(2) 


08F6 


52240 


DATA 


20, 


7C, 


81, 


32, 


5A, 


C2, 


7D, 


81, 


369 


\~s 


085F 






52250 


DATA 


32, 


5B, 


C2. 


11. 


58, 


C2, 


18, 


C6, 


358 


0881 


52260 


DATA 


IB, 


59, 


00, 


00, 


80, 


OD, 


OA, 


80, 


18B 


0857 


52270 


DATA 


ED, 


43. 


72, 


C3, 


2A, 


74, 


C3, 


5E, 


424 


0947 


52280 


DATA 


23, 


56, 


23, 


EB, 


7E, 


A7, 


C8. 


ED, 


461 


09 A3 


52290 


DATA 


73, 


76. 


C3, 


31, 


96, 


C3, 


08, 


23, 


361 


0879 


52300 


DATA 


4E, 


23, 


46, 


ED, 


43, 


74, 


C3, 


EB, 


409 


0978 


52310 


DATA 


5E, 


23, 


56, 


EB, 


5E, 


23, 


56, 


21, 


2BA 


0903 


52320 


DATA 


00, 


00, 


A7, 


ED, 


52, 


9F. 


32, 


71, 


328 


091C 


52330 


DATA 


C3, 


OE, 


6E, 


11, 


FF, 


FF, 


CD. 


05, 


420 


091 B 


52340 


DATA 


00, 


F5, 


OE, 


6E, 


11, 


80, 


00, 


CD, 


2CF 


0969 


52350 


DATA 


05, 


00, 


CD, 


5A, 


FC, 


C5. 


00, 


F5, 


3E2 


0940 


52360 


DATA 


3E, 


FF, 


CD, 


5A, 


FC, 


C8, 


00, 


CD, 


4F5 


0A5C 


52370 


DATA 


5A, 


FC, 


BF, 


00, 


09, 


B5. 


08, 


47, 


352 


0948 


52380 


DATA 


C5, 


2A, 


72, 


C3, 


CD, 


47, 


C2, 


2A, 


424 


0900 


52390 


DATA 


74, 


C3, 


7E, 


23, 


22, 


74. 


C3, 


01, 


332 


•T\ 08 A 1 


52400 


DATA 


II. 


C3, 


CD, 


5A, 


FC, 


E9, 


00, 


3A, 


41A 


y&J 09BC 



This listing is continued 
at the top of page 60. 



58 8000 PLUS oats 



AMSOFT 3" DISCS - £21.95 FOR 10 

DISC BOXES - TO HOLD 60 X 3" DISCS 

ONLY £9.95 

8256/8512 FABRIC RIBBONS - £3.85 EACH 

9512 RIBBONS - £2.95 EACH 

PCW/IBM Catalogue now available - 

contact us for details 

All our prices include VAT & 1st class post (UK only) 

The price you sec is the price you pay 

Order now, from:- 

K&M COMPUTERS, 

UNIT 1, 40, FAIRSTEAD, BIRCH GREEN, 
SKELMERSDALE, LANCS. WN8 «RD. *«™ 



c® 



24 hours phone ©695 29046 




FABRIC RIBBON CASSETTE RE-INKING 

Trial offer: £1 .45 per ribbon 

Post used casette (s) wlf h payment to: 

ALADDJNK (Dept 80), FREEPOST 

EYEMOUTH, TD14 5BR 

(No stamp required) 
Tel: 08907 50965 



r 



- IDICISI - 



LOOKING FOR QUALITY, RELIABILITY AND SERVICE? 
fast delivery • low prices 



OCTOBER SPECIALS' 



CRACKER 2 WRBO 
l-.15.Si 



MIM OFFICE PROFESSIONAL 
CtS.BS 



TIME i MAGIC 

nasi 



DATABASES 



M last Plus £29 95 

Cambase 2 , _ £38.95 

DBase II £70 95 

Maslertlle 8000 ..,,£34,95 

Sage Retrieve _ , £4995 

DAATAfax £32.95 



SPREADSHEETS 



2 „ £39.95 

d Plus £47.95 



WORDPROCESSING 



Locoscript 2 £1 B 95 

Locoscripl 2 * Locospell , £32 95 

Locomail £2895 

Prolext lull „ £3995 

Pocke" Protext ..£27.95 

NewWord 2 _ £55 95 

Supenype II £ 19 .g 5 

TaswwdBOOO £17 96 



DTP GRAPHICS 



DeskTop Publisher £21.95 

Desli Top Pub. + Mouse £59.95 

Fleet Stieel Editor £39 95 

Stop Press v 2.3 £39.95 

Stop Press + AMX Mouse £69 95 

DRDraw £3995 

DR Graph £39.95 



Colossus Bridge , , £11 95 

Colossus Ctiess 4 £1 1 96 

Deluxe Scrabble , £14.95 

Guild of Thieves ..,„ £1995 

Head Over Heels £1 195 

Jewels ot Darkness , £14 95 

Jlnxler £18.95 

Knight Ore £ 14 95 

Maichday II £11.95 

Pawi „ £18.95 

Silicon Dreams £14.95 

Starglider £18.95 



Telns 
Deadline 
HhchKers 
Leather Goddess 
Lurking Horror 
PlanerTall 
Suspect 
Zoik III 



£14.95 

£18 95 

Infocom" £18.95 

Inlocom' £19.95 

Infocom" ,... £18.95 

Inlocom" £18.95 

Inlocom* £18.95 

Infocom* £18.95 



CamsoflPSIL £105,95 

Map Int. Accounts £1 14,95 

Sage Pop. Accounts plus £104.95 

Sage Popular Aoc £79.95 

Small 8 usi ness Accounts £ 58.95 



Amsolt 3" Discs 10 £22.95 

This is just a small sample ol our extensive range ol software and peripherals for the PC W 

We ateohave stocks for Amstrad CPC/PC. Atari XUST. Commodore 6* 12&Amitia, ' 

Spectrum, BBC (Electron and MSX. Why not write lor our FREE calalogues and brochures 

(stale machine). ' Offers end 31sl October 1988. 

' Subject to availability. Cheques/PO's payable to. 



Dafaline Computing Services 



Registered Office 
14 Duke Street 
Wi«bet-ri 
Cttnba 
PE13 2AS 



Enquiricm: 

Tel: 0945 5 "736 

Mon-Fri 10.00 ■ 5.00 

ALL OUR PRICES INCLUDE VAT, 
POSTAGE AND PACKING 



Mail Order 

95 Axiom Avenue 

Wettwood 

Peterborough 

PE3 7EH 



iub I 



w%?' 



DIALUP 



DIALUP 
Personal is 
an excellent 
package 
easy to use 
perfect for 
the first 
time user 



TELECOM GOLD 



dmvia 



DIALUP Personal is an easy to use comms package, with all the 
right features for the serious user. 

It's menu driven and simple to send prepared letters, documents, 
spreadsheets etc. Vbu can save Prestef screens to disc and build 
up your own frame directory, or capture text to a file for editing 
in a WP package. 

For the technically minded DIALUP offers 
XMODEM and KERMIT file transfer protocols 
Telesoftware Download 
EPAD 

>bu can access Telecom Gold, Prestel, Microlink, Mlcronet and 
other popular services and Bulletin Boards. 
DIALUP Personal is only £89.95 Cine VAT) and can be used with 
a wide range of modems. 

Please send me 

Q Dl AL UP sof t ware lor £8° 05 (int VAT ) plus £2 95 p&p 

D DIALUP with a WSdOOO modem for £259 WOnc VAT) plus £5 50 p&P 

D Modem fa Micro cable tor Ell 50 One VAT) 

D Further details of DIALUP Personal 



r 



Name 

Address. 




DIALUP 

PERSONAL 



Phone, 



Mcro D IBM PC/XT/AT and compatibles D Amstrod PCW (All Models) 
O BBC B. 6+ Master 128 □ BBC Master Compact D RM Nimbus 

i enclose o cheque for £ payable to PMS Communications Ltd 

Alternatively f elephone ACCESS details to us on Q21-6« ?6S8 

PMS Communications ltd. Norfolk House. Smollbroolt Oueenswoy. Birmingham B5 dLJ 



8000 Plus 10/88 
''"ML 



LISTINGS PLUS 



The continuation ol the Double Width text listing (see page 53 i 



62520 DATA 23, 


56, 


7B, 


M>. 


F», 


CB, 


27, 


CB, 


48F 


09BD 


52530 DATA 12, 


47, 


7B, 


E6, 


07, 


BO, 


5F, 


3A, 


30A 


090 E 


525*0 DATA 72, 


C3, 


6F, 


26, 


00, 


29. 


29, 


29, 


245 


0BC6 


52550 DATA 19, 


6B. 


El, 


06, 


06, 


C5, 


E5, 


4E, 


3BB 


093A 


52560 DATA 06. 


04, 


CB, 


19, 


CB, 


ID, 


CB, 


2D, 


2CE 


0921 


52570 DATA 10, 


F8, 


3A, 


71, 


C3, 


AD, 


21, 


OB. 


34C 


093 E 


52580 DATA 00, 


19, 


77, 


06, 


04, 


CB. 


19, 


CB, 


249 


OS EC 


52590 DATA ID, 


CB. 


2D, 


10, 


FS, 


3A, 


n. 


C3, 


38B 


0951 


52600 DATA AD, 


12, 


El, 


CI. 


23, 


13, 


10, 


D5, 


37C 


06EO 


52610 DATA C9, 


00, 


00, 


00, 


00, 


00, 


00, 


00, 


0C9 

© 


079F 



52410 


DATA 


72, 


C3, 


3C, 


3C. 


FE, 


59, 


38. 


18, 


354 


0944 


52420 


DATA 


D6, 


5A, 


ED, 


44, 


Vb, 


3A, 


73, 


C3, 


4C6 


0922 


52430 


DATA 


FE, 


IE, 


F5, 


CE, 


00, 


32, 


73, 


C3, 


447 


096C 


52440 


DATA 


11, 


5D, 


C2, 


Fl, 


CC, 


IB, 


C2. 


Fl. 


4 BE 


091P 


52450 


DATA 


32, 


72, 


C3, 


CI, 


10, 


C2, 


El, 


CD, 


4*8 


0913 


52460 


DATA 


*7. 


C2, 


Fl, 


20, 


06, 


AF, 


CD, 


5A, 


3F6 


0957 


52470 


DATA 


FC. 


C6, 


00, 


Fl, 


OS, 


6E, 


5F, 


16, 


3A6 


09B3 


524S0 


DATA 


00, 


CD, 


05, 


00, 


ED, 


7B, 


76, 


C3, 


373 


06E3 


52490 


DATA 


C9, 


11, 


00, 


B8, 


6F, 


63, 


29, 


29, 


2B6 


08 DH 


52500 


DATA 


29. 


19. 


B5, 


3A, 


73, 


C3, 


6F, 


63, 


369 


08C7 


52510 


DATA 


29, 


29, 


29, 


29, 


15. 


15, 


19. 


5E. 


145 

® 


0861 



Good programs 


needed! 


We're looking (or well written 


To submit a listing you must 


programs of up to 50 or so lines which 


supply: 


we can print in these listings pages 


1) A printout of the listing; 


each month. Of course, since we can 


2 1 A disc on which it is saved; 


tit more ot the shorter listings in, and 


3) A stamped addressed padded 


they're easier to type, the longer ones 


bag for its return; 


have to be really special! 


4) An explanation ol what it does 


It you can program you could earn 


and how to use it; 


hard cash and instant fame by having 


5) A signed statement confirming 


your program printed in 8000 Plus. 


that the prog ram is your own work and 


Give instructions on an accompanying 


hasn't been submitted to anyone else. 


sheet for using the program, and if 


Send all this to Listings. SOOC 


there are any useful modifications that 


Plus. Bath BA1 iej and allow up to 40 


readers can make by simple edits to 


days for the return ot your disc - we 


customise the program, mention those 


assess the listings in a batch once a 


too. 


month. 



How to type in a listing 



Load up Mallard BASIC - to do that, 
Insert your CP.M disc, reset the 
machine and at the A> prompt type 
BASIC[ RETURN]. Now you see the 'Ok' 
prompt. Just type In the lines ot the 
listing exactly as they are printed on 
the page (but not the numbers on the 
extreme right). Type list at any lime 
to print out your typing so far to the 
screen; if you want a printout to pore 
over, type ixist. 

Mistakes made before you press 
RETURN can be corrected with the 
DEL keys, otherwise you have to use 
the line editor. Suppose you've made a 
mistake in line 100; type edit ioo and 
then you can use the cursor keys and 
DEL keys to correct it. Press RETURN 
when the line is OK. To delete a line, 
type its number only and press 



RETURN. 

When you've finished, save the 
program to a disc by the command 
save "FEED (or any other suitable 
name ot eight letters or less). To run 
the program, type tarn. 

Programs rarely run first time, but 
when BASIC encounters a mistake it 
tells you where it is. "Syntax Error In 
line 60' means a mistake tn that line 
(though the actual typing error may 
have occurred in a previous line, 
causing problems in this one), Other 
error messages can often occur too. 
Use the EDIT command to correct it. 

You can rerun the program another 
day by loading BASIC up as before 
and, with the disc on which you saved 
the program in the drive, typing load 
FRED and then ebb. 



PERSONALISED 
PROGRAMS 

by Chris Shipp 



P 



ersonalising a program so that it says 
"This copy belongs to.." at the beginning 
may seem a silly idea but showing you 



how to personalise your BASIC programs 
actually gives you a technique that has 
thousands of applications .... probably In effect 
this is fourth generation computing come to the 
PCW - a program that writes other programs. 

The idea is remarkably simple. If you had 
this routine at the beginning of your program 
you could get users to enter any number of 
important details that are used in the program 
but only really need to be entered once. For 
instance if it is the same person always using 
the program there is no real need lor them to 
constantly enter their name and address each 
time they run it. 

The program writes any details you choose 



to a temporary files in M drive and then merges 
them with the current program It goes on to 
delete the lines carrying the customising part of 
the program so that the next time you run the 
program you start with all the details already 
embedded in the program without having to 
enter them. 

This means that you can hand out your 
program to thousands of people and get them to 
customise them in one easy process. Which you 
must admit sounds a lot more impressive than 
just being able to have "This copy belongs to..." 
at the beginning of the program ■ 



10 PRIST CHRS<27); M E";C&KS<27>; ,, H M : IF first-1 THEI SAVE "PROGALT 



PROG ALT* 



please enter your name and address below: 



20 PRIIT "Thank you for using 

30 PRIIT :LIBE IIPUT x$ 

40 qS=CHRS<34): RE* » quotation marks t 

50 OPEI -O-.l.-nitearp.bas- 

60 PRIIT #1,"20 PRIIT "j q$; "Wei cone to 'PROGALT' - this copy belongs to:";qI 

70 PRIIT #1,"30 PRIIT: PRIIT ";qS;xJ;q$ 

60 first=l: CLOSE 1 

90 CHAII KERGE "m: temp. bas* , 10, ALL, DELETE 20-90 

100 PRIIT: PKIIT "...The rest of the program continues from here..." 



156F 
21E2 
08 FD 
OCAA 
07C0 
1A3C 
OD08 
O6E0 
0E82 
1B01 




k^3 Aids to Desktop 
*S|P Publishing on the 
IPCW range prom an 
llndepe ndant, so urce, 
Kxj've seen the adds , you've read the reviews , 
houJ send for details. Tuo neuj discs, AMI/AAL 1 
and DOPtCl, still the same Ngh quality - 
80COPlus said of Complement, 
.good, consistent easy to read fonts mith...f bin 



AMI/ \aaL_ 1 iim orauiro) bu mm*) feu. 
inert pictures cf birds, animals and insects including 

Barn Owl, Dove, KingfishEr, Swan, 
Badger, Squirrel, Bat, Hedgehog, 
Fdv Dormouse, Uildcat, Grass 
| Snake, Pike a nd Ladybird, ei 2.50 



r~^lY-"T| — ^t/^. 4 Oiflicisee mages taken frpn 
l—Jl^ul— 'iO 1 ptttosrspni On ' fftra. 
Careful iu, acvkeei piutufft on a variety of subjects. 
lncluljiric,i 

Hot air balloons, Concorde, Views, 
Plants, Animals, Planes and 
Transport.This is a sample disc 
and therefore only — E8.50 



Dragonrty Designs. 5B, The Shrurjlands, HORSFOfiD, Nfi ID 3 El. (S^ 



cdDRAW 



For AMSTRAD PCW8256 and 8512 

scale 

drawing software 

PRODUCES ACCURATE SCALE DRAWINGS 

FROM SINGLE KEYSTOKE INPUTS AND THE 

d.pwdir.ct.y, STANDARD PRINTER 

with the cum of keys 

»t the teal* to any value you Ilka 
print t»x1 any what* on th* screen 
no metric drawing and ellipses 

save and reload drawings to disc in a or b drive 

draw by numbers plans and graphs, in 2D and 3D and A 
automation of: circles texture dimensioning and much more 

To cdSYSTEMS 
Blaen cwm 
Abergorlech Rd. 
CARMARTHEN 
Dyfed SA32 7LA 



PAY 
cheque 



£19.95 

all inc. price 



* "TVy before you buy" any PCW now available tor short &r 
<a% term .ftase from rust £1 per day Delivery and [fining 
auftlato R-ftg 02% 6B97Q [21 Hra} now For details . 

*G*ttMt>ob*.ltisiC.V from Oaisywheei Your Cuffrcylgm 
Vftx needs to stand out if you are to gain that vital nr&t 
>«ierw» Cfintad Dai^ywrieel' 051 630 265? 

* An jnuzkng ?4 hitWy practical form a*, one disc. The 

essential acquisisran tar u&rs rji Database's ^DeskTop Pub- 
*5ftef ' CWy £9 95 If om: The Qffce Suite. 39 Vroodsorfes 
ffaKf. Birkenhead, MefMyside L4I ODW 



8000 PLUS SMALL ADS! 



it Locoscript documents printed by I ia sv 
«meei Pnnler Irom 25p per pstge IRus PW) Also lull 
Wordprocessing service SA E lor free details from. WoroVlk. 
137 Grosveror Road, Slants. Middlesex, WIS 2RP Tel 
MS4S22J3 



En|oy your PCW My Summer/Autumn 
SW ■■ CtTerlFrYl I I esso" mc.adec .'. ird i rocess -,; Key 
boards, r^traniclypewriers/aude tuition Qualified leach 
ers Your machines or ours. hdiyiduaVSmsll (koup Anytime - 
0202.5 1 61 97 

. PCW FHe Interristiorial user Group FREE '20' Disc PD library 
•nenyoujairt Monthly M»g«ineXI8tcir]2 1 S5ties. XI. 50 10: 
II Hjvetme* Road. Sealon. Devon. EX 12 2PT. 102971 
20456 

- Bargain Software! Program Generator creates screens, 

with graphics characters, Word Counter, Search Replace, and 
ortrers All lor only 16.90. W Blain, Precise Software, trend 
H&use. Dalloiv Road, luton. LLI1 ILV Details 0582 40 1402 



• Hetf Advice Turbon Attstr ad 8000 90001512, Qualified ex- 
Oerrenced leathers Tramflg to meet your needs *i your oHrce 
or home weekdays/weekends. Reasonable rates free after- 
service back-up MOLESE* EDUCATIONAL SERVICES 01 94) 
1364 

- Designer Stubble: The proless«nal guide tor "DeskTop Pub- 
lisher' Users. Highly praised by reviewers and customers 
£16.95 [Two Aformat Discs), £13.50 (one BFormat Disc} 
John Evans, 20 Grasvenor Place, Bath BA] 6AX 

■ Free WP Training when you buy your PCPCwiromus. *■" 
courses for existing owners in VYF and keyboard mastery 
Dynamrc Sales*Trarning,rl7 (kldsvrorth Road, Woking (04831 
75*914 

• Repairs and upgrades So your PCW. PC and ail printers n our 
Leyton Workshop Collection possible locaHry CCS ltd, unit 22, 
Roiwell Trading Park. London, £10 7fJE Tel: 01 556 5331 

• voo want It done, H do rrtj Theses, Scnots. Indewng. Trans 
laSing (German, French, Dutch! Mailsnot etc Pees include one 
way postage and tiaper Ring 0243 605730 and ask for 
Margaret 

• PCW 8512 Plus Loco5cnpt I Sage Iwoicing CP/M Plus. 
Leather Goddess. Head Over fleets. Salman 5 Unwrapped AM 
SOFT Uses Purchase ot 32 MB System forces sale Kelso Ro«- 
burghshire lei Home 0573 25704 Business 05 73 24323. 
£390.00 

• TrmitiMer'. X3995 Weekly 'esson timetables lor Schools 
and Colleges PCWS256/8512 Ideal lor muse lessons Save 
hours oltypmg Comprehensrve manual For details contact An 
drew Bird. 1 4 Ednalt tane. Bromsgrove. 660 2E37 



Headings wfthmProteKb PsHeauings gives luHy integrated 
double and quadruple height headings. Many features 
Factsheer 'A usetul program lor alt dedicated Pretext users." 
18000 PIUS) XII 95 0R8 Systems 01 6908534 

» New simple accounts routine lor CP/M users Credits. 
Debris, VAT etc XI 5 Morals lor Proton XlSeaclw XI .50 
P4P SAE tor details: Thompson Computers. 8 HyhoPmes. 
aretton, Peterborough, PE3 BLG 

• Newsilash: "HUMaflOIDS" msiting offrces/homes takmg ei 
hausted PCW owners through the world ol locoscnpts I and U 

Accompany your PCW 851 27^512 on a magical training jour 
ney Telephone' Papertalk on 0708 75177? 

• Computer Wordprocessmg. A last, eftoem, personal 
service for a" your documents and correspondence Local 
delivery possible K Brewer, I W.Biin Collages. Wrbiin Lane, 
Aylesbeare. Fast Devon [ Tel: Woodbury 32555) 

■ AU.$mglng CP/H Pile displaying program with forward s 
reverse scrolling, paltern searches, multiple liles, selective 
hardcopy. written in BASIC ■ Code can be re-used/ customised: 
Only m 95 "She/" 24 7 Plashet Grove, E ast Mam. London , E5 
I0H 014706130 

• Home Accounts: Why pay for more lhan you need Bank, 
Budget, Credit. Revenue and Capital Accounts: Standing 
orders Selective printouts kistarn Balances Manual XI or 
OelaaS Vicdata, 36 Bempton Grove. Birstall,rVFI79Q2 

• Recipes Stores recpes efttler in detavl or by book relerence 
indexed to lour levels ID] delicious recipes provided Manual 
£10 or details Incdata, 36 Bempton Grove. Birstall. ATI 7 907 



■ GoM ClurD Manager: MemBersmo details and kst. comoe 
trtions, results listing, CSS handicap adfuslments and kshngs, 
annual subscrippofl calculalson and invoicing, address label 
Img. locker Irslmg; Delays: Vicdata. 36 Bemplon Grove. 
BrsUl, WF1 7 907 

• CF2F^ntedUb*tt£2,(»p/50.X3 50p/io0. Mes Cants 
For Plastic Disc case X2,0Op/25,£3 OOprSO Cheques to Mr 
S Tonks. Unit 106, 266290 WncoMee, Hul HU2 0P2 

■ Locomsil consultancy and programming serwe for Am 
strad PCW users Free estimates grven before work is started 
Contact John Blandford, 15 St Afijans Road. Sandridge. St 
Albans. Herts A14 9LA. Phone 0727 59913 

■ Writers. Students. Editors! Oon'f be counted wilhout let 
alia the bargain text analysis program much more tban |usl 
a word counter 1 Orrv £5 99 from Scarabeus Software. 38 
Midship Point. London E14 8SW 

. Sa<e Accounts lu' therovice bookkeeoer Comlrmentary 
manual to make h'e eas*er" PCW but rietprul to all computer 
users Visa/access accepted £7 50 (07341 7005l2Haryey 
5 Westlyn Road. Pamoertieatn. fiasmgstoke. RG26 6DT 

' Foottial Ltigue Tables il 4 99 PCW Select teams, enter 
results View/Print tables. Ideal tor ciubs/ernhusiasts lor pro- 
fessional, local, school, games leagues Unlimited number 
divisions leagues, archives, tufl statistics, clear menus C. S 
Foster. 1 6 Orchard Road. Bardsea, inversion, Cumbna, LAI2 
9QN Tel 022988517 



This section of the magazine offers you the chance to speak 
directly to the huge waiting world of PCW owners. 

You can place an ad of up to 30 wofds (or just £7.50 So 
you could use it to sell a computer or launch a user group or 



publicise a piece of software you've written. 

One thing fou CANT advertise is the sale of Swap Of 
software you Ve purchased Such ads can be misused 
by soKware pirates. 



To place an ad, just fill in this application form and 
send it to us with payment. We'll then place the ad in 
the nestt available issue (published 2-7 weeks after 
we receive your order). 



Order form Send to: SOOO Plus Small ads, Fu tuie Publishing Ltd, 4 Queen Street, Bath BA1 1EJ 



Name 



Address 



Please place the following advertisement in the next available issue of 8000 Plus 

I enclose payment of £7 . 50 by Cheque/P .O , /Access/Visa . 
Credit Card number 



Credit card expiry date 



Telephone 



Please make cheques and POs payable to Future Publishing ltd 



L 




DIGITA 

INTERNATIONAL 



BusinessController £99.95 trULliLL^L-^li £24.95 



As* lot our detailed brochure - Amslrad PCW owners appreciate the time-sa«ng. flexibility and 
professional results using a word-processor Business Controller olfers similar benefits to computerising 
your accounts From assisting day 10 day book- keeping. VAT Returns, elc , 10 complete End of Year 
accounts if you wish li ,s designed lot the small lo medium sued business, whether a sole irader. 
partnership, or limited company Tne program is also suitable for practising Chartered Accountants, since 
any number ol different Cash Books may be Kepi on a single Amslrad PCW DEMO DISC £2.95. 
'Very professional Tfie best product around lor a small business And that's praise indeed 
D1CC? Amslrad PCW Magailne 



RSONAL 

[AX 



£24 



Are you sure your latman is doing tits jod correcily? Fully 
menu-driven. Ifits UK income tax computation program will 
calculate your income lax liability for a given tax year (84/65. 
35/36. 86/87. 37/83) and provide tne pertinent facts aboul your 
tax position Intormalion, which can be easily saved and 
amended, can be used to provide useful 'what if calculations 
on your tax liability Guidance notes are provided lot users 
unlamiliar with the operation oh he UK lax system and a 
software update semice is available for changes in legislation 
This program a also ideal for practising Chartered 
Actountanls. since any number of different clients may be 
processed on a smgie Amslrad PCW 
'an excellent program I can unhesitating!? recommend PTP ' 
D1006 Cbmpulingwilhthe Amslrad PCW 



No wLocoscnpl? compatible - Perhaps me only reasonable criticism ol the Amstrad PCW might be the 

standard ol the primer Supertype II is a program wtiicttwill offer you EIGHT new. radically dillerenl 

lypeslyles Each of them has its own distinctive, professional appeal, giving your documents an original 

faceiilt 

Supertype II >S unique m thai it works direcily with LOCoScnptand all ol yourCPM sollware II Supports 

atl ol the printer 'high quality' modes including enlarged bold, emphasized italic, elc 

a valuable addition lo the PCWs talents very simple lo use learnt \n ij minutes SOW Pi us 

D1003 



DATAITORCn £39.95 

Looking lor fast access to stored daia' Want to creale custom isefl re pons, mailing lists lor printing labels 
office and personal records wilh NO lecnmtal knowledge 7 

Researched, developed and wriiien exclusively tor tne Amstrad PCW Oatasiore will fully utilise ine 
facilities ol your computer. It makes an ideal partner tor me novice or expert 

very user- frrendly good lor many business applications II s real value lor money 
01(01 Amslrad PCW Magaime 

ALL PRICES INCLUDE m&P/P 

M Digita products are backed by SO days tree alter sales support and with an optional )2 months cover. 



45059 



DIGITA INTERNATIONAL 
Kelsey House, Barns Road 
Budleigh Salterton, Devon EX9 6HJ 



APPLICATIONS 

FOR THE COMPUTER 

IN YOUR HOME 

The complete Personal Financial Management System. 



m 



The Income Processor 

Personal Income & Kxpenditure Bookeeper and 

Analyst; complete flexibility in the choice and 

structure of Income and Expense Accounts. 



%j? 



\ 



The Savings Processor 

Personal Balance Sheet generator and record keeper 

for Personal Savings. Shows trading history of each 

investment, and Capital Gains or losses. 



* 



The Insurance Processor 

Maintains a complete Inventory of your possessions 

and their insurance cover, and gives you a 

premium diary of all premiums due over 

next year. 



VITAL 

SOFTWARE 



To: VITAL Software FREEPOST, Tonbridpc, Kent I'M I 9BR. 

YES! Please send me VITAL Software Package as follows: 

Title Quantity Cost 

Income £29.90 

Savings £29.90 

Insurance £29.90 _ 

'Complete or delete as necessary 
All prices include postage packing 

I enclose my cheque PO value £. 



or all three 
for £80.50 



Please charge my Access/Diners Club card as follows: 



Account Number- 



Expiry Date- 
Signature 



Allow approx. 14 days for delivery from receipt ofyour order. 



NAME (Mr/Mrs/Ms)- 
A d d re ss 



Postcode. 



.Telephone No.. 



Please indicate for which PCW Computer 
PCW82S6or8512 



PCW9512 







Small is beautiful 
(cheaper) 

Here's a tip for compressing a lot of 
text into a small space on an 8256 
or 8512. Set line spacing to > a and 
pitch to 1 7, (You do this either with 




, 






the codes t+jLS!j+]Pl l or via [f4].) 
Then before the text select 
superscript with [+]sr or via [f3] 
You can still use italic. If you 
want normal text after this, reverse 
the codes by the same menus as 
you set them or by the sequence 
Hls(-JpHsr. This is great for the 
small print on contracts. 
John Dunstall 
Polegate, E Sussex 



t . Tf,* v^.iJvf ,-, 

IS* *--**(- 1 j» im 
&f?0F44 rrnccB by 

2 tmi contract 

t i-.e n .jr. t tu t n* 
&0 i ri-g -n y tl-i ng 

Atinutt wh*n th#y 
t It* y'r* buying 
S . Don ' t lei i mvm 
G Orttrtt t , Th* »& 

SiCfctd lot til leg 



by ■ a orb 

*cpiB r g(?nc y , 
%'iJ'i fct i>iiy 4 

i* not v* 
mttlA n& tfr* 
rg* lot* <?" 

1 t drop ou 
g#t gfc&um] 
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More and handier tips than a 
council amenity site 



Feel you're wasting time In CP/M? Think the manual for your program is junk? Refuse to 
believe you can do what you want in LocoScrlpt? Rubbish! Don't be down In the dumps, 
come to TipOffs, where your indispensible advice isn't given in a throwaway fashion 

Send your tips to; TipOffs, 8000 Plus, 4 Queen St, Bath BA1 1EJ- the best win £30! 
Find a good tip and it's money for old rope! Picking up the dosh this month Is Berry 
Baker of Caterham who has Invaluable advice for all Mint Office databasers. and Daniel 
Evans of London for his Ingenious use of Mint Office's opening menu. 



Mail domination 

Many Mini Office and LocoMail 
owners (all 9512 owners have 
LocoMail) find that the Mini Office 
database is useful, but LocoMail 
is much better than Mini Office's 
mail merger. You can have the 
best of both worlds! 

Create a mail merge file in 
Mini Office from your database 
and save. It helps for later on if 
you make the final field a number 
whose lead character is $ or 
something else you won't be 
using. When entering the data 
just leave it blank so it reads 
$0.00. Then reset with 
[SHIFT][EXTRA][EXIT] and insert 
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the LocoScript start of day disc. 
Reinsert your Mini Office data 
disc and press [f7]. All your Mini 
Office files are there neatly listed 
in group 0. 

Create a new document in a 
suitable group and open it for 
editing. From [ft] select 'Insert 
text' and on the prompt select the 
mail merge file. You will see the 
database neatly insert itself into 
your new document with 
[RETURNls separating all the 
fields. 

Edit the Mini Office header 
away. If you have put a 
$0,00marker as the last field in 
each record, you can exchange 



Current Record: 
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An eniry in Itie database in Mini Oflice 



each [RETURN]$0[RETURN] for 
a new page marker, putting one 
record to a page automatically 
(otherwise do it manually). Press 
[EXCH]. Give [RETURN]$0 
(RETURN] as the string to be 
searched for. and then 
[ALT][RETURN] as the string to 
replace it with. Select 'automatic 
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exchange to end of document'. 

You can now set up your 
master letter in the usual way for 
LocoMail using whatever 
information you need from the 
database, putting the field name 
between prompts and merge as 
usual. 

This has great implications, 
because it means contrary to 
what everyone seems to say you 
can export data from Mini Office's 
database! 
Berry Baker 
Caterham, Surrey 
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BASIC tip 

Random file store information as 
strings. To store numeric data it 
must first be converted to a string 
using MKS$ commands for a 
single length number and MK1$ for 
an integer. These commands 
produce 4 and 2 byte strings 
respectively and it is important that 
the field statement reserves the 
appropriate space. 

For example to convert the 
single length number 'amount' and 
the integer 'code' use lset 
amount S=MKSS (amount) : LSET 
code$«CVI$ {code* ) . The field 
statement must then contain field 

1,4 AS amounts, 2 AS code$ 

J Gray 
Oldham 

PlPped at the end 

A useful device to create short text 
files in CP/M without a text editor is 
to use PIP. By typing pip 
SHORT .DOC=CON : [RETURNJ, 

whatever you type at the keyboard 
is stored in the file SHORT.DOC 
(including escape codes like 
[EXIT)e[EX1T]h which clear the 
screen when you type 
short.doc.) You end the file with 
[ALT]z. 

It is often said that the problem 
with this is that mistakes cannot be 
rectified: if you try to use the [DEL] 
keys they just produce zeroes on 
screen and do not delete. In fact, 
you can retype mistyped lines - 
pressing the [CAN] key moves the 
cursor back and you can overwrite 
your error. 
Brian Haylett 
Caister-on-Sea. Great Yarmouth 

Heading for success 

LocoMail owners have a quick way 
of getting extra bold headings. 
Normally you do this by 
overprinting the same bold 
message twice, superimposing the 
second on the first. By slightly 
displacing them relative to each 
other you get a thick bold effect. 
Normally you have to type in the 
same heading twice, which can be 
fiddly. With LocoMail you can make 
it much easier. 

Create a document called, say, 
BOLDHEAD. It contains the 
following: 

(+LS0) (+Bold) [RETURN] 
(+CE) (+P17) (space) (+P10D) 

(+Mail)heading(-Mail) (+P17) 

(space)[RETURN] 

t+CE) (+P15) (space) (+P10D) 

(+Mail) heading (-Mail] (+P17) 

Short X Blount 
Annual Report 
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Special menu 

Mini Office owners can use the 
OFFICE.COM program from their 
master disc to run any program, 
not just Mini Office's, If you look 
at the hidden files on disc (by 
typing dirsys you will see that the 
suite of programs are called: 
WORD.COM -word processor 
DBASE.COM - database 
SHEET.COM - spreadsheet 
GRAPH.COM - graphics 
C0MMS.COM - communications 
When you run OFFICE and select, 
say Word processor', the program 
called WORD.COM gets run, and 
so on. So, by renaming Protext as 
W0RD.COM, then putting 
OFFICE.COM on the same disc, 
Protext will be run from the main 
menu when you select 'Word 
processor' (or just press W), 
Protext owners will probably prefer 
to use that than Mini Office's word 
processor. 

Similarly you can rename 
SC2.COM as SHEET.COM to run 
SuperCalc, or MF8000.COM to 
DBASE.COM to run Masterfile, or 
NEWSDESK.COM to 
GRAPH.COM to run Newsdesk. 

But what about your DTP. 
BASIC, your adventure game, 
your accounts package? These 
are not on the menu. However, 
with help from SID and a little 
ingenuity, you can alter the main 
menu program so that it will 
display whatever you want. (SID 
was described in detail in July's 
8000 Plus, issue 22). 

Here's how to change the word 
'communications' in the main 
menu to 'BASIC. You need your 
CP/M disc (side 3 on 8000s) and a 
copy of your OFFICE.COM 
program on an otherwise blank 
disc {first insert your CP/M disc 
and type pip [return] . Then at 
the asterisk insert your Mini Office 
master disc and type 
M:=A: office. COM. Then insert a 



blank disc and type 

A : -M ; OFF ICE , COM . [STOP] gets 

the A> prompt back). 

Insert your CP/M disc (side 2 
on 8000s) and type set 

B:OFFICE.COM[RW] [RETURN], 

You'll be prompted to 'insert a disc 
for B' at which point you swop your 
CP/M disc for your 0FFICE.COM 
copy disc. You should get a 
message saying 0FFICE.COM 
has been set to read-write. (On an 
8512, put the CP/M disc in the B 
drive, the 0FFICE.COM disc in A 

and type B: SET A: 0FFICE.COM 

[RW I [RETURN]), 

Insert your CP/M disc (side 3 
on 8000s) and type 
5in[RETURN]. {If you get a 
'please insert the disc for A' 
message just press any key). 
Then insert your disc with 
0FFICE.COM on it and type after 
the # prompt ra: office. com[ 
RETURN]. After a while some 
nonsense appears on screen. 
Ignore it. 

Type dOdOO[RETURN], You 
should see three tables of figures 
appear, the right hand one 
containing familiar bits of text - the 
words that appear on the opening 
menu, 'Communications' is the 
one to change. If you count across 



the middle table with the one on 
the right you might be able to see 
that the first letter of 
'Communications' matches the '43' 
near the right hand side of the 
middle table. 

The '0D70' on the far left is the 
'address' (OK, more like a 
postcode) of the first number in the 
middle table. Counting across until 
you get to that '43', you go 0d70, 
0d71 , 0d72...0d79, 0d7a. The 
0d7a is the address of the 'C ot 
'Communications'. 

Now type s0d7a[RETURN], 
SID replies with 0D7A 43, which is 
the one to change. The type the 
following very carefully: "basic 
followed by exactly nine spaces (to 
make the whole thing fourteen 
spaces long, the same width as 
the word 'Communications'). Then 
press [RETURN] followed by a full 
stop (to show you've finished). 

Save your amended version by 
typing wa: office . com[RETURN] 
and when it's finished (it'll tel! you 
it's written some records) leave 
SID by typing [STOP]. 

Now copy BASIC.COM onto 
your office copy disc but name it 
C0MMS.COM (insert your CP/M 
disc and type pip[RETURN]. At 
the asterisk type 
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(space)[RETURN] 
(-LS) (-B) [RETURN] 
Now whenever you want a letter or 
document with a double-bold 
heading or letterhead, just press F 
for 'Fill' with the cursor on 
BOLDHEAD in the disc manager. 
You are asked to type in a heading. 
Type in the text, finishing with 
[ENTER], then add the rest of the 
document. 

'Save' the result, giving it an 
appropriate name and putting in an 
appropriate group, and/or print out. 
9512 owners will probably find that 
(+P1 5D) works better 
p ] c than (+P10D). Of 
I n o q course you can 

experiment with any 
pitch sizes you like. For 



an extra thick bold effect, repeat 

the second 'heading' line above to 

make three superimposed 

headings, 

Zena Diamandis 

Letch worth, Herts 

Sort of useful 

You can use SuperCalc to sort a 
list of words into alphabetical order, 
for example if you are compiling a 
glossary or index. Here are the 
steps. It assumes the words to be 
indexed are in column A and the 
entries for each are in column C. 
For a simple page index you need 
only columns A and B, putting the 
page numbers in B. 
1 . Load CP/M, insert your 



SuperCalc disc, and type 
SC2[RETURN] 

2. Enter /v to widen the column to 
30, say, then ,/f again to narrow 
column B to 4 letters wide, then /f 
again to widen C to 40 or so. 

3. Type = in cell B1 and use the /R 
replicate command in column B to 
get a whole column of = signs. 

4. Type in your words in columns A 
and C in any order, preceding each 
with an open quote " and ending 
each with [ENTER]. 

5. Use the /a adjust command on 
column A to list this in alphabetical 
order - instantly, column C's 
contents move in step with 
column A. 

6. Use the /o output command 
selecting p for printer to get a hard 
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M:=A:BASIC.COM[RETURN] then 
at the next asterisk insert your 
office disc and type 

A : CCMMS . COM=M : HAS I C . COM[ R ET 

URN], [STOP] gets you back to 
the As prompt). 

If you now type office your 
amended menu comes up, and by 
moving the cursor down to BASIC 
and pressing [RETURN] you get 
BASIC run for you! 

This makes the above 
procedure ideal if you want to 
customise your programs to make 
them easily runnable by someone 
not familiar with computers. You 
can adapt the OFFICE menu like 
this for up to five programs at a 
time. 

The procedure to alter any of 
the other names on the menu is 
similar to that above, but in place 
of the 0d7a you substitute 0d39 
for when you change 'Word 
processor', 0d4d for changing 
'Database', 0d5b when changing 
'Spreadsheet', and 0d6c when 
changing 'Graphics'. Always make 
sure the text you substitute is 
exactly the same length as the 
word or words it replaces, and 
remember to rename your 
programs after the Mini Office 
ones they replace. 



If you want to use the trick of 
just pressing one letter to run your 
program instead of cursors plus 
[ENTER] (as when you press S to 
select the spreadsheet in Mini 
Office) you have another change 
to make in SID- Just before the 
word 'Word processor' you see 
the word WDSGCU. These are 
the first letters of word processor, 
database, spreadsheet and so on. 
Replace this word in a similar way 
to that above with an appropriate 
ieters; for example, if you hack the 
menu to run Accounts, DTP. 
Scrabble, an Indexer and BASIC, 
you would substitute with the 
command s0d2d "adsib followed 
by a full stop. Then you can select 
any of your utilities just by 
pressing their first letter, very 
impressive I Of course the letters 
must be different. 

It's best if you have all the fiies 
you want to run on one disc, but 
ifs not essential as Mini Office 
prompts you to change discs if 
necessary. If you run them on a 
951 2 of course overcrowding isn't 
a problem. 

Daniel Evans, London, and 
Alun Lewis, London 



copy, or use the /s command, 
giving an appropriate name, to 
save the file to disc. 
7. Use the / 7. command to clear 
the spreadsheet off the screen, 
then leave SuperCalc with /q. 
You can insert the file, if you've 
saved it, into a LocoScript 
document as normal (ie. using the 
Insert text' option, [fl]in 
LocoScript 2, [f7] in LocoScript 1). 
However I find that only files 
ending in .COM, .HLP, .OVL, .SDI, 
EMS and .SUB will insert properly. 
R Berger 
Leyburn, North Yorkshire 

Bar six 

It is often said that you can't print 



on the top six lines of a piece of A4 
single sheet paper, but if you 
grudge this unused space, you can 
just persuade your printer to use it. 
Load and align the paper in the 
usual way. pull the bail-bar back 
and wind the paper down until you 
can just see its edge. Advance the 
bail-bar until the machine stops 
displaying the message 'Bail bar 
back' - it is very important that the 
end of the bar does not flip closer 
to the roller than the right hand 
end, because it may snag the 
paper as it rolls on. Initiate printing 
while holding the bail-bar in this 
position, and continue to hold it so, 
until sufficient paper has been 
wound up to allow it pass under the 
bail-bar. Then drop the bar to 



normal. 

LocoScript 1 was quite happy if 
you toid it that it had extra lines, 
but version 2 seems stricter. You 
will need to create a special class 
of paper, say 'A4+4' which is four 
or five lines longer than the paper 
you are actually using. 
R Shuttleworth 
Coventry 

Free memory upgrade 

For poor people who, like me, can't 
afford the memory upgrade for their 
trusty 8256, a way of increasing 
the M drive while using LocoScript 
or LocoSpell is to start LocoScript 
but leave off the MATRIX.PRI file 
off the disc. You get 24k free on the 
memory instead of a mere 8k. Of 
course, you can't drive the printer 
without the MATRIX file! 
Brad Allen 
South Shields, Tyne and Wear 

Time and motion 

Here's a system of adding up time 
values in a spreadsheet, in hours 
and minutes. It's based on Mini 
Office's spreadsheet, though it 
applies to any similar spreadsheet 
such as SuperCalc. 

Suppose you want to total up 
some times in column B. The cell 
B4 is to hold the total of times in B1 
to B3. Type in the times as decimal 
numbers, ie. 1 2.55 for 1 2 hours 55 
minutes. The adjacent column is 
going to do the donkey work of 
conversion. If the time is in cell B1, 
enter in C1 the formula 

l(Bl-int(Bl)/0.6)+int(Bl) ) 
(call this formula 1). 



This converts hours and 
minutes into decimal for addition 
purposes. Then you can duplicate 
relatively down the column-. 

A B c 

001 hr.min formula 1 

002 hr.min formula 1 

003 hr.niin formula 1 

004 TOTALS formula 2 sum|cl:c3) 

Cell B4 holds the formula 

int ( <C4- (int (C4> ) ) *60) /TOO 

+int(C4) (this is formula 2). 

You will then have the total of 
the times in B1 to B3 displayed in 
B4, in hours and minutes. 

Alt the stuff in column C you 
can ignore on a printout - if your 
spreadsheet has the option of 
making a column invisible you may 
as well do this to stop cluttering the 
screen up. You might get an error 
of up to five minutes but this will be 
fine for most purposes. 
T Buddin 
Ely 

Label remover 

Here's a way of avoiding sticky 
messes when you remove disc 
labels to make way for new 
ones.(such as the 8000 Plus disc 
labels). 

Nail varnish remover on a piece 
of cotton wool releases the label 
which can be lifted by a fingernail. 
Give the disc a good rub with the 
wool, wipe with a spot of baby oil, 
and you have a clean disc ready 
for its new label. 
Albert King 
Rosen ill, Co Down 
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It can be a good idea to keep an 
index of the documents you have 
in a group as document in itself. 
Make a new document called 
'index (the first character is a 
normal apostrophe to make sure 
the index is the first document in 
the group). 

Inside the index document, you 
simply list the files in the group in 
alphabetical order and give a short 
description of each. 
Simon Carse 
Lindfield, W Sussex 
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These pages provide a guide to the best software 
around for the Amstrad PCW. Published in three monthly 
parts, this time it's the turn of Spreadsheets, Games and 
Graphics to face the ultimate test. We've set out to test 
every piece of software we could lay our hands on, and 
to give you enough information to decide which program 



is the one you're looking for, 

The selection isn't comprehensive, but the software 
listed here represents what we think is the best of that 
currently available. As well as a brief summary of what 
they do, there are the main Plus and Minus points for 
each program - Pluses have a A by them, Minuses a ▼. 



•SPREADSHEETS* 



If a database replaces an address book, men a 
spreadsheet replaces the back of an old 
envelope. It is really an electronic piece of paper 
which allows you to jot down numbers, juggle 
them around and analyse the cost benefits of a 
situation. Vital tor businesses, spreadsheets can 
be useful to home users too: if you want a bank 
loan you will find that showing your bank 
manager a spreadsheet printout of your living 
expenses answers a lot of questions! 

A typical spreadsheet has a grid of rows and 
columns. This grid forms a screenful of cells 
identified by their column and row numbers, e.g. 
A3, K36 etc. Each cell can contain a simple 
number, some text to make the page easier to 
read, or a formula telling the spreadsheet to 
work out a number using values from 
elsewhere. The power of spreadsheets is in this 
last category, formulae. You can make a cell's 
value depend on the value of cells above it. or to 
the left of it, and this value is then automatically 
updated if changes are made to the other cells. 

So how do you choose between the various 
spreadsheets? One difference is sheet size, i.e. 
the number of cells you are allowed to work 
with. You'll need a few hundred for home use, 
and 1000 or more for business use. Another 
area is the range of formulae that you can use - 
all spreadsheets allow simple column and row 
totalling, but with some you can get complex 
statistical analyses too. As with all software, 
think very carefully what you will need before 
choosing. 
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MINI 



£29.95 • Database Software - 0625 878888 

Mini Office is a suits of five integrated programs - database, 

word processor, graphics module, comms package, and a very 

good spreadsheet. Broadly similar to SuperCalc in operation 

with usual features of auto or manual recalculation, replicating 

of rows-^otumns, powerful range ol arithmetic functions etc. 

Printout is a strong point - row&cotumns can he put into 

italic/bold etc, and prints draft NLQ or even sideways* Can't 

son: and cant}ust save data or structure of a spreadsheet* out 

maximum size of spreadsheet is claimed to he 320k You can 

use the data from a spreadsheet in the graphics module 

directly, though the manual is pretty useless at telling you how 

to do this 

PLUSES - MINUSES 

a Good, full-featured easy to u se spreadsheet 

A Prints in draft, N|_Q or even sideways 

A Maximum size ol spreadsheet 320k 

A Can transfer data drrecily lo graphics module 

▼ Manual is little more than an index ol commands 

▼ Working out how to transfer data lo graphics module requires 
a lol ol inspired guesswork 

▼ 'Save" options not as versatile as SuperCalc 

CRACKER TURBO 

£49.95 ■ Software Tech ■ 0277 220573 

A spreadsheet designed with advanced cafcuiatmg power firmly 
in mind, including statistical functions. The screen layout is 
totally defined by the user, and cell value calculations can 
almost be full programs, eg DO , WHILE. It might prove too 
complex if all you want is simple spreadsheet operations. The 
screen messages are very helpful though Turbo is claimed to 
be faster than Cracker 2 though sometimes isn't noticeably $o~ 
PLUSES* MINUSES 
A Can cope wilh very complex formulae 



Flexible screen format delined by the user 

On-screen prompts are very clear 

Graphs-charts can be automatically produced 

Documentation is large, but obscure and confusing 

You've got to do a tot of work |ust to gel started 

Very complex lor quid*, simple applications 

Needs some programming skills lo get the mosl out ot il 

Free workspace is on Ihe small side (I7h> althougfi memory 

is used efficiently 



£59.99 ■ Carton -01-2519494 

// you want a traditional spreadsheet, Scratchpad Plus has 
most of Ihe features you could want and more Using "virtual 
memory' means you can have a huge data area, and the 
screen can be divided into windows to view different parts at 
the same time. Many of the commands bear a remarkable 
simitanty to the big business spreadsheet Lotus t-2-3 . 
PLUSES ^MINUSES 

A Virtual memgry means you can have large spreadsheets 
▲ Multiple windows - you can see all parts you want at once 
A Good control over formatting 
A Vasi range of calculations possible 
¥ Documentation sorely needs an index 

▼ Screen prompts are cryptic; you need the manual to hand 

▼ No provision for automatic execution Ircm files 

▼ No graphical oulput facilities 



£49.95 ■ Amsoft/Sorcim 
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091 567 3395 



The best selling spreadsheet, officially endorsed by Amstrad. 
SuperCalc 2 1$ broadly simitar to Scratchpad Pius . and at (east 
as effective, but it has a smaller workspace and is less ttexibfe 
about the allowed spreadsheet dimensions. You can store 
sequences of commands tor repetitive catenations. 
PLUSES - MINUSES 

A Excellent manual - sections lor beginners and experts 
A Can store sequences of commands and run later run from 

dies 
A "Data Interchanger" allows you to transfer spreadsheet data 

lo other applications 
A Comprehensive range ot calculation functions available 
A Screen can be spirt into 2 windows 
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T Spreadsheet is limited by memofy size 
f No graphical output facilities 

FIRST CALC 

£29.95 ■ Minerva Systems ■ 0392 37756 

fyuledas a quick and simple to use program tor the beginner. 

this is nsvertfetess quire s powertul spreadsheet, with a large 

capacity, ability lo repltcale formulae, export etc Really its not 

vastly more user-lriendly Irian the rest but a good value 

package all the same 

RUSES - MINUSES 

A A lot of program Icf I he money 

A Good tutorials with demo files 

A Simple to use hut reasonably sophisticated 

T Not much easier to use than mote powerful packages 

ESTIMATING 

& COSTING 

£49,95 each • Comix Software ■ 0462 682989 

Botti these programs aim lo provide help lo small businesses by 

keeping tract! ol costs Vou breakt down rhe job'producl you are 

rtwg into small units and specify the cost ot each basic 

component The programs then analyse your profit margins and 

can produce printed quotes lo convince customers you are 

superb value 

PLUSES -MINUSES 

A Well written manual aimed at businessmen not programmers 

A Simple and robust lo use 

A Changes in material cost instantly reflected in all quotes 

A Neat way ol doing on-ltie-spol quotes 

* Cant add new components to a description alter its set up 

▼ Cosl of one component can'i be dependent on another 

T Inflexible design ol printed quotes mighl be inconvenient 

V Generally only suited lo smallish businesses 



SPREADSHEETS • GRAPHICS 



£39.95 - Davis Rubin Associates < 0386 841181 

A fairly traditional spreadsheet but with a lew surprising 

features. Its not particularly large or fast, bulls attractively 

priced and has all the basic functions Can form pad of an 

integrated system with the other Pocket products. A safe buy for 

the lirsl-time user, and the documentation is up to the usual 

high MicroPro standards 

PLUSES • MINUSES 

A Good range of mathematical calculation lunctions 

A Good documentation - sections for beginners and reference. 

A You can preset a course of cells 10 visit, for form tilling. 

A Can be integraled with other Pocket products, eg Report Star 

▼ Screen sire is very small -10-15 spreadsheet rows,. 

▼ No auto- recalculate facility 

▼ It's not very last 

▼ You can't type heading teat etc. over adjacent columns 

MULTIPLAN 

£69.99 ■ MicroSoftNewStar • 0277 220573 

A well established package with all the features you would 

expect ot a reasonable spreadsheet — it just lacks thai 

something extra that recommends some of the newer ones. No 

support for command reading from tiles, or lor virtual memory': 

Adequate, but there are belter tor the money. And the manual 

can kill at twenty paces! 

PLUSES • MINUSES 

A Functions easily entered by menu selection 

A Full range of leatures and lunctions 

A On-screen help lent is available as you go 

A Sheets can be interlinked and data transferred between them 

▼ You need a computing degree to understand the manual 

▼ No support tor automatic execution 

▼ Workspace is limited by CP/M memofy space 
V Pnnter outpul a bit cumbersome 



•GRAPHICS* 



You can use a graphics package to create and 
store diagrams and drawings on disc, to be 
amended, adjusted or printed out at will. 

There are three main types of graphics 
package: art, technical drawing and graph 
plotting programs. In art packages the emphasis 
is on designs and pictures, with freehand 
drawing facilities, a selection of pretty text fonts 
and a variety of patterns to fill areas with. These 
are made much more effective and easier to use 
if you have a mouse. 

Technical drawing packages concentrate on 
shapes, such as squares and polygons, lines 
and labels. Finally graph plotters will take your 
data and turn them into bar charts, pie charts 
and so on. 9512 owners will have to buy a dot 
matrix printer to do all this, of course. 

DR DRAW 

£49.95 • Digital Research ■ 0635 35304 

This is a drawing utility, which allows you to compose designs 
trom circles, polygons, lines and a wide variety ot shadings and 
styles ot text. It's very cumbersome to use unless you also 
have a light pen or a mouse, and overall not very friendly. Not 
recommended unless you're ready tor some hard work 
PLUSES • MINUSES 
A When pushed, il can produce very neat diagrams, even on 

the standard PCW printer 
A Good, professional manual (allhough no mention ol Amslrad 

specilics) 
* You need CP'M expertise to get il installed and going 
T Painfully slow screen handling 
T Ditlicult to use by keyboard alone - you must buy a fightpen 

or mouse 

DR GRAPH 

£49.95 • Digital Research • 0635 35304 

A rather specialised package, specifically tor presenting 



complex data in graph lorm. Can produce line graphs, bar 

chads, piecharts. scatter plots, text, and compositions of any 

mixture of these Very flexible, and easily operated by menus. 

but really needs a graph plotter lo do it justice 

PLUSES • MINUSES 

A Can read data from certain spreadsheet programs 

(e.g.SuperCafc) 
A Extensive annotation of your designs and text placing is 

possible 
A Good, professional manual (altnough no mention of Amstrad 

specilics) 
A Supports a colour graph plotter as an outpul device 

▼ You need to have some CP/M expertise to get it installed and 
going 

▼ There is no way ol joining points by a smoothed curve 

L1GHTPEN/ 

MOUSE ART 

£79.95 or £129.95 ■ Electric Studio • 0462 675666 

Ostensibly you are buying a piece of hardware — a lighl pen, or 
a mouse, thai can be used with many PCW graphics programs, 
like DR Draw. In practice, us main use is with the software thai 
comes with II. a very good fyiciure drawing package. You can 
freehand draw, gel airbrush effects, create polygons and 
circles, and move blocks ot pixels. Great tun 
PLUSES ■ MINUSES 

A Lighl pen hardware is a simple plug-in module 
A Can use freehand pen or cursor keys lor accuracy 
A Menu selections are easy lo understand 
A Full range ol (unctions for area tilling, shading and spraying 
A Blocks of pixels can be moved and copied 
T You would need to know your way around CP/M to use the 
lighlpen itsell with other graphics programs 

▼ Items on the screen are purely pixels, not distinct elements 

▼ No positioning ol items by numeric co-ordinates for accuracy. 

MASTER PAINT 

£19.95 ■ Database Software' 0625 878888 

A WIMP environment graphics package (windows, icons . 
menus, and pointer) which will run with Kempston. AMXor 
Electric Studio mice. Usual facilities lor drawing curved or 
straight lines, polygons, boxes, circles and ellipses, and a host 



of 'fill' patters. 'Undo' function and eraser facility, plus the ability 

to loom in on a part ol the picture and make pixel-by-pixel 

changes. 

PLUSES ■ MINUSES 

A WIMP environment makes il easy to use 

A Zoom function lets you fine- tune your pictures 

a Good range of effects 

▲ Undo and erase laci lilies 

▼ Text fonts are coring 

V Can't move large blocks with the copy function 



£69.95 ' Database Software* 0625 878888 

A device which clips on lo your pnnter head and scans pictures. 

sending the digitised result lo disc You can then use the 

pictures in desktop publications or in other graphics packages. 

such as Master Paint. Very useful tor newlsetter production but 

the claims lor Master Scan as a low-cost fax machine are 

grandiose - the quality ol scanned text is poor if the lext is 

anything less than headline size 

PLUSES- MINUSES 

A Simple method ot getting good digitised graphics 

A Suitable for all desktop publishing programs 

a Contrast control useful 

▼ Quality of scanned lext is bad - no good for taxes 

▼ Problems wnh Illustrations containing lols ol grey 



£9.95 * Independent User Group • 0242 224340 

It's easy tp ring the changes with the five fonts provided on this 

poster program because you can have either solid or hollow 

characters in one ot six patterns. Very good value lor money 

but best lor the occasional poster producer 

PLUSES • MINUSES 

A Its really good value lor money 

A You can freely mix fonts and slyles 

▼ The prim commands are contained in a lite whteh you have 
to create yourself. 

▼ No warning il the poster is too big for the paper 

LIGHTNING 



£19.95 ■ CP Software • 0993 823496 

A very ctever addon to norma! Basic whichworks on three 

levels. The first contains all the everyday commands, whilst She 

second and third levels are used for designing icons, characters 

and sprites. There is something tn it tor everyone, whether an 

experienced Basic programmer or a beginner, A useful ait 

round graphics tool 

PLUSES * MINUSES 

A Simple and easy louse 

A Makes simpte Basic programs look really professional 

A Good fun louse 

▼ Documentation can be unclear 

▼ Primed oulput is coarse drafl quality 

▼ Can only cope wilh simple graphics 

COMPLEMENT 

FONTS & BORDERS 

£12.50 • Dragonfly Designs • N/A 

Allhough it can be used with all the main DTP packages . this 

latest complement disc was designed to work alongside Slop 

Press The 11 fonts supplied on the disc show consistent good 

design and artistic flair and are easily loaded. 

PLUSES • MINUSES 

A The fonts provide a very professional linish. 

A It is possible to rotate and reverse elements. 

A Very user-lriendly. 

▼ Setting up borders tends to be difficult and time-consuming. 

▼ Printed output could be better (but it is still above 
average). 

SIGNWRITER 

£49.95 • Wight Scientific • 01 858 2699 

Offers the widest range of features ot any ot the poster 

printing programs. Signwriter provides a range of 20 fonts, 

some ot them very imaginative tdeat for the regular poster 

producer 

PLUSES 'Ml MUSES 

A You can redesign lonis and desjgn your own symbols. 

A A wide range of interesting fonts is supplied 

▼ Nol very user-lriendly. 

▼ Fonl design is slow. 



ocieeSOOO PLUS 67 




Computer Supplies Ltd. 0707 52698(5 lines) 

AMSOR 3" DISCS SPECIAL OFFER 5 "» M 



Printer Ribbons 

Price (£)pef Ribbon 2 6 

Airatmd9S)2 380 3.60 ! 

8512/8526AO3500 3,90 3.60 : 

R.BLGR.BR.Y 4.90 4.60 1 

Carton 5.30 5.15 ' 

DMP2OO0/300D/316O 2.80 2.60 \ 

R.BLGTC.BR 3.60 3.60 

Canon lOfWlt 56 2.99 2.S5 I 

B.BLGIV.BR.V 4.95 465 ' 

Pa no ton It I Off"! ■ 4 65 & 40 i 

n.BLGTJ.BR.Y 650 620 : 

StarNLIC 5 25 195 i 

R.BLSR.BR.Y 6.15 585 : 

One off rf ordered with other products 
Please mix colours and types for best prices. 
R = Red. BR = Brown. Bl ■ Blue. GR » Grei 
Y = Yelk** 



2 6 12 Plain fanl 

3 80 3.60 340 Size 

3.90 3.60 3.35 

4.90 4.60 4.35 t!x9» 

5.30 515 495 llx9'A 

2.80 2.60 235 11x91* 

3.60 3.60 3.40 1.1x9'* 

2.99 2.85 2.70 EXACTAd 

4.95 465 455 ll*sx9W 

4.65 440 4.20 _ 

650 620 565 COm I 



Computer Paper 



1 2 Rain fanfold. micro pert edges 

3.40 Siie Weight 1000's Price per box 

3,35 gsm per bx 1 box 3 bxs 5 bxs 

4.35 11x9'* 60 2000 14.50 13.90 12.90 

495 llx9W 60 1000 9.50 - 

235 Hx91* 80 2000 19.75 18.10 16.75 

3.40 11x914 80 1000 11.90 - 

270 KACTA4 70 2000 20.50 19.25 1&30 

125 lltt«9W 90 1000 13.90 12.85 11.90 



650 620 565 Computer Labels 

&25 4 95 470 continuous fanfold sprocket fed 

6.15 5.85 555 PrlceperlOOO I0O0 3000 5000 

r products 70*362«itl'/l» 4.85 3.85 4.30 

illor best prices. 89x36314x1^6 5.35 4.50 4.10 

Blue. GR = Green. 89x«3'/wl 'W. 750 6.60 5.90 

Please state no of labels ocross sheet { 1 . 2 or 3) 



Dalsywheels for the 95 1 2 £5,50 each Pleas© send for typeface sheet 



MD 12 3" X 12 
Disc Box 

i sii.otr 




Orders to 

Micro Media, Freepost, 
Dept. 80 +, Rydal Mount, 
Baker St., Potters Bor. 
Herts, EN6 3BR 



ACCESS 

visa 

0707 52698 

(5 LINES) 

OU1 OF OFFICE nouns 

(ANSWER MACHINE) 



• Supplted with 12 cases & index cards 

• Spring forward octlon. 
i 3" file in existing case 



ALL PRICES INCLUSIVE OF VAT & DELIVERY 

Orders despatched 24 hrs. please alow 5 days for 

delivery Guaranteed next day detlverv from £1 .50 

extro. please ask xic delivery covers UK only. 

Personal callers welcome 
Weekdays 8.3Dam - 5.30pm 
Saturdays 9.30am - 1.00pm 

SPRING CATALOGUE OUT NOW 



DESIGNED FOR BUILDERS BY BUILDERS 

Saves hours of estimating time 
Incredibly simple to use 

For lactsheet and sample 
printout ring - 

(0387} 88612 Tony Moseley 
(0387} 54547 John Donnelly 





BLAKELY COMPUTER SERVICES 

• ALL PRICES INCLUDE VAT + DELIVERY • 

WE CURRENTL Y HOLD THE CHEAPEST PRICES ON ATARI, COMMODORE, ZENITH & SHARP COMPUTERS, 
WE ALSO STOCK MOTION COAT RETAIL & HAIRDRESSER PACKAGES. 



PCW SOFTWARE 



DATABASES 



PAPER 



DISKS 



Locuscript II 18.50 

Locospell 18.50 

Mail Merge 18.50 

Datastore 28.50 

Database II 77.00 

Mini Office Pro 21.95 



PC 1640 



Single Mono 520.00 

Double Mono 673.00 

Single Colour 667 00 

Double Colour 820.00 

Single ECG 814.00 

Double EEG 905.00 

20Mb Hardrwe Mono 977,00 

20Mb Hard rive Colour 1124.00 

20Mb Hard rive ECG 1270.00 

1640 4 32Mb Hardcard add C300 



DESK TOP 
PUBLISHERS 



Desktop Publisher + Mouse 69 50 

Desktop Publisher 27.50 

Newsdesk International * Mouse 77.00 

Stop Press + Mouse 77.00 

Fleet Street Editor 59 95 



TaswordSOOO 
Masterfile 8000 
Delta 



Locomail ... 
Su percale 



ALSO 



.20.00 
44 99 
85.00 

25.00 

44 00 



PPC 



PPCS12S. 
PPC512.. 
PPC 640S 
PPC 8400 



430 00 
522.00 

516 00 
61000 



PC 1512 



Single Mono ... 
Double Mono 
Single Colour . 
Double Colour 



483 25 
.602 00 

644.85 
763.00 



PCW 



8512 
9512 



487 00 
520.00 



PCW ACCESSORIES 



1Mb Disk Drive Upgrade 

for all machines 150.00 

RS 232 Interlace 

For 8000 Series 62.00 

PRINTER RIBBONS 
PHONE FOR QUOTE 



ALL PAPER PRICES 
FOR 2000 SHEETS 

11 x 9.5 80 gsm 20.70 

11 x 9.5 80 gsm 22.00 

11 x 9.5 60 gsm 14.90 

11 x 14.5 SO gsm 18.50 

A4 80gsm 22.00 

11x85 60 gsm 16.00 

11 xB. 5 80 gsm 20 00 



PRINTERS 



Pansonic 179.00 

Panasonic 10B2 219.00 

Micro Peripherals 135 144.00 

Micro Peripherals 165 272.50 

Micro Peripherals 200 279.50 

Canon 1080A 314.00 

Juki 6100 316.00 

LQ3500 360.00 

LO3500 299.00 

LQ500 425.00 

MP 26 (Daisywheel) 240.00 

MP 135 144 00 

MP 135+ 155.00 

MP 165+ 245.00 

MP 200 276.00 

MP 201 289.00 

MP 480 295.00 

MP 700 439.00 

IBM Printer Cable 9.50 



ALL DISKS UNBRANDED 
AMD GUARANTEED 



5CF2 11.00 50CF2 87 50 

10CF2 19.00 1 00 CF2 ..170.00 

20CF2 35.00 

5 1/4" DSDD 96 TPi 

PRICES INCLUDE 100 
CAPACITY STORAGE BOX 



25 18.25 100 

50 28.25 



49.00 



AMSOFT 3" CF2 

5 11.75 50 100.00 

10 21.00 100 .195.00 

20 41.00 

For larger quantities please 

telephone for a quote 



• CHEQUES/P.O. TO * 

BLAKELV COMPUTER SERVICES 

RATHFRILANO 

BT34 5HQ 



HOW TO 
ORDER 



* ACCESS/VISA * 

TELEPHONE 

08206 38779 

24 HOURS 



THE GOOD SOFTWARE FILE 



£49.99 • AMS - 0925 413501 

Though touted as a DTP program. Stop Press is an excellent 

graphics package. Can present data in the form of graphs, pig 

d)an$ etc.. and has the usual range of facilities Jo draw and fill 

triangles, boxes and so on plus a very good zoom' option 

which lets you examine the effect of Changes m great detail 

PLUSES ^MINUSES 

A Good graph drawing facilities 

A Can design your own area fill patterns 

A Good range ol clip art. which you can modify H you wish 

A Can superimpose one image on another 

1 Works wilh AMX and Kempslon mice 

A Js also a good DTP package 

V Undoing wrongly placed te?tl is difficult 



£19.95 ■ CP Software • 099382 3463 

The lull title is 'All you ever wanted to know about graphics, the 

universe and everything on PCWS25&'85 12... but were afraid 

to a$k PLUS' Phew. A wide range of fttile programs to do 

graphic things on the PCWtike smooth scrolling, defining 

windows, moving sprites around. The programs are written in 

assembler, with the source code provided it you want to see 

how to program them tor yourself and adapt the routines Great 

for programmers. 

PLUSES -MINUSES 

A Wide range of useful lunctions 

A Can be used from BASIC, machine code, or oilier language 

A The assembler source code is supplied 

A Inexpensive 

A Good manual 

A CP don 'J mind you using their routines in programs you sell 

(within reason') 
T A bn long-winded to use from BASIC 

▼ No easy way of loading ju si ihe routines you wanj 

VIDEO 
DIGiTISER 

£99.95 • Electric Studio • 0462 675666 

A black box which plugs onto the expansion pod at the back of 

the PCW. into which you put a video camera or video recorder. 

It wtli then digitise' the picture it receives and display is on the 

screen. The result can be used as a normal graphic in any ol 

the desktop publishing packages and can be edited, cut. pasted 

etc. 

PLUSES ^MINUSES 

A Automatically picks a good contrast Fevel for the display 

A Can siore pictures for Light Pen or Mouse to work on later 

A Can print out on a full A4 page 

▼ Can"i take simple TV signals - video only 

▼ When used m a desktop publiscation, won't be as good as 
screened photographs 

GRAFPAD WITH 
POWERCAD 

1149,50 -Grafsales. 0923 43942 

A sysiem allowing both freehand and technical design via a 

special pen. This works from a digitising tablet' which takes 

over the functions of the keyboard and fits into the expansion 

pod at the back of the PCW Wide range of features including 

object move, ability to define symbofs for future use and 

sophisticated idem feature for fine adjustments. Its potential is 

enormous though at tha price may be limited to specialist 

drawing office applications. 

PLUSES * MINUSES 

A Combines best ol freehand and technical drawing facilities 

A Zoom feature allows drawing in of fine details 

a Accurate 

A Sophisticated, professional package 

▼ Expensive - not realty mean; for Ihe private user 

vim pcwP^") 

£99.95 • Rombo Productions • 0506 39046 

A very similar package to the Electric Studio digiliser; not much 
to choose between the two. Romeo's works with the Fleet Street 
Editor. Electric Studio's with Newsdesk International. 
PLUSES ■ MINUSES 

A Tex! can be inserted from within the program 
A 16 levels of shading 

A Can pnnl images to screen in delined order and ttnie apan - 
great lor presentations 

▼ Unhelplul manual 



GRAPHICS- GAMES 



•GAMES* 



ACADEMY 

(TAU CET1 11} 

£19.95 • CRL (01 533 2918) • 8000s only 

The sequel to Tau Ceti. To qualify as an advanced skimmer 
pilot you must complete successfully 20 missions. Blast 
enemy craft with your personally designed skimmer. 
GRAPHICS 415 AOOICTIVENESS 5/5 

LASTING APPEAL 4.5 VALUE VERDICT 5/5 

BACKGAMMON 

£15.95 ■ CP Software (099382 3463) • All PCWs 

A fairly good implementation of the gambling board-game. 
Playing speed is easily alterable and t$ totally unrelated to 
Ihe games level of skill control. 

RANGE OF FEATURES 4/5 STRENGTH OF PL AV #5 
GRAPHICS 4/5 DOCUMENTATION 3 '5 

BATMAN 

£14.95 ■ Ocean (061-832 6633) • 8000s only 

3-D animated graphics as you guide Batman around Gotham 
City, looking for hidden parts ol the Batcratt. Good range ol 
hazards, and even a tune 1 

GRAPHICS 5/5 AOOICTIVENESS 5(5 

LASTING APPEAL 4/5 VALUE VERDICT 5/5 



£14,95 • CRL (01-533 2918) • 8000s only 

A traditional text adventure with large playing area. You explore 
Castle Btackstar and its mysterious caverns in search of a 
power orb. 

ATMOSPHERE 4/5 INTERACTION 2/5 

CHALLENGE 4/5 VALUE VEHDICT 4/5 

BOUNDER 

£13.95 • Gremlin (0742 753423) • 8000s only 

A graphics bouncing-bail game . You have 10 direct the ball 
over a treacherous network ol squares & hexagons. Persevere 
- or use the cheat model 

GRAPHICS 4/S AODICTIVENESS 315 

LASTJNG APPEAL 3<5 VALUE VERDICT 4/5 



CLOUGHS 
FORTUNES 

£17.95- CDS (0302 21134) • All PCWs 

A cross between Monopoly and Football Manager, combining 
board and PCW. Go tor league and cup success - but keep 
the bank manager happy too! 

GRAPHICS ' 2/5 AOOICTIVENESS 4/5 

LASTING APPEAL 4'5 VALUE VERDtCT 4/5 

BRIDGE 

PLAYER 2000 

£1 9.95 ■ CP Software (099382 3463) • All PCWs 

A few o/ the bids it makes seem a little strange, but as bridge 
programs on computers go this is pretty good. Claims not lo 
cheat, even though it deals 1 

GRAPHICS 3/5 STRENGTH OF PLAY 3/5 

LASTING APPEAL 4/5 VALUE VERDICT 3/5 



CHESS 

£1 5,95 - CP Software (0993 823643) * All PCWs 

One of the belter PCW chess programs. You can alter the 
level ot play by specitying a time limit. Capable of very 



strong play and the 3D graphics are excellent. 

GRAPHICS 3,5 STRENGTH OF PL AV 5/5 

RANGE OF FEATURES 5.5 VALUE VERDICT 5/5 



CHESS 4.0 

£15,95 • CDS Software (0302 21134) ■ All PCWs 

A very strong chess game which manages to use time which 
you spend thinking lo plan Us strategy Bags ot teatures, 
including blindfold games. 

GRAPHICS 3/5 STRENGTH OF PLAV 3/5 

LASTING APPEAL 4.5 VALUE VEHDICT 3/5 

CYRUS II 

CHESS 

£15.95 • Artisoft (0277 230222) • All PCWs 

Chess game with a stunningly detailed 3-D display. The play is 
quite strong, with several handy teatures like allowing you to 
take back a move. 

GRAPHICS 5 5 STHENGTH OF PLAV 35 

LASTING APPEAL 4/5 VALUE VERDICT 4/5 

DRAUGHTS 

£15.95 - CP Software (0993 82 3463) . All PCWs 

A merciless opponesnt, this game is capable of very strong 
play. The playing board is shown in 3D perspective, but there is 
no clock to limiit time on moves. You can set level of difficulty. 
GRAPHICS 4/5 STRENGTH OF PLAY 5/5 

RANGE OF FEATURES 3/5 VALUE VERDICT «S 

FAIRLIGHT 

£14.95 ■ The Edge (01-831 1801) ■ All PCWs 

Fine 3-D graphic adventure with similar screen display to 
Batman. You explore a castle phson. battle with numerous 
enemies and solve puzzles. 

GRAPHICS 4/5 AOOICTIVENESS 3/5 

LASTING APPEAL 4/5 VALUE VERDtCT 4/5 

GNOME 

RANGER 

£14.95 • Level 9 (0344 487597) ■ All PCWs 

You follow the adventures ol Ingrid Bottomlow. the intrepid 
gnome, through a fairy tale landscape full of compelling 
puzzles. Humorous and rather quaint 

ATMOSPHERE 3/5 INTERACTION 3/5 

CHALLENGE 3/5 VALUE VERDtCT 4/5 

GUILD OF 

THIEVES 

£24.95 - Rainbird (01-240 8838) . All PCWs 



To join the select Guild ot Thieves in Kerovnm, you first have to 
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THE GOOD SOFTWARE FILE 



GAMES 



show your worth by fleecing an island of all its treasures. An 
excellent adventure! 

ATMOSPHERE SfS INTERACTION 4/5 

CHALLENGE 4/5 VALUE VERDICT SJS 



£15.95 • Coda (01-789 9551} • All PCWs 

You coach an American Football team, picking players and 
deciding tactics against teal NFL teams and players. Incredibly 
detailed simulation - a must tor NFL fans' 
ATMOSPHERE «5 INTERACTION 515 

CHALLENGE 4/5 VALUE VERDICT 4/5 



OVER I- 

£14.95 • Ocean (061 832 6633) • 8000s only 

A superlative, compulsive 3D arcade adventure where you 
control either Head or Heels Escape from Castle Biackiooth 
and free the Empire's enslaved planets. 
GRAPHICS 515 ADDICTIVENESS 5/5 

LASTING APPEAL 5/5 VALUE VERDICT 5/5 

HITCH-HIKERS' 

GUIDE 

£24.99 • Activision (01-431 1101/2992) ■ All PCWs 

In many people's minds, the best adventure program ever 
written. Based on Douglas Adams series, it is ingenious, 
hilarious and mind-boggling. A must} 

ATMOSPHERE 5'5 INTERACTION 5/5 

CHALLENGE 5/5 VALUE VERDICT 5 5 



JINXSTER 

£24.95 • Rainbird (01 631 5373) 



This one's all about saving the civilisation of a place called 
Aquitania from the wicked Green Witches. AH you have to 
do is find and reassemble a magic bracelet and redirect its 
errant powers. A very atmospheric game. 
ATMOSPHERE 5'5 CHALLENGE 5/5 

INTERACTION 4 5 VALUE VERDICT 4/5 



KNIGHT 

£19.95 •Level 9 (01-631 5373) 



You are an ore in this typical Level 9 adventure by the name of 
Gndleguts. An addictive game with lots at action, plenty to 
explore and mind-bending puzzles. 

ATMOSPHERE 5/6 INTERACTION 5/5 

CHALLENGE 5/5 VALUE VERDICT 5/5 



LEATHER 



£24.95 • Activision (01-431 1101/2992) • All PCWs 

Lasovious. licentious and lewd - definitely not tor feminists 1 An 
excellent adventure game, spoofing both sci-fi and Soho. With 
3D scratch 'n 'sniff card! 

ATMOSPHERE 5/5 INTERACTION 5/5 

CHALLENGE 5/5 VALUE VERDICT 5/5 

LORD OF 

THE RINGS 

£19.95 • Melbourne Ho. (01-377 8411) * All PCWs 

Excellent adaptation ot the Tolkien classic You take the role of 



All PCWs £24.95 



Frodo or one ofhis group, and rove through Middle Earth 
meeting balrogs, ores, wargs and all. 

ATMOSPHERE 5/5 INTERACTION 5/5 

CHALLENGE 5/5 VALUE VERDICT 5/5 

LURKING 

HORROR 

£24.95 ■ Activision (01-431 1101/2992) • All PCWs 

Something nasty is lurking down tn the bowels of the George 
Edwards institute of Technology - find it before it finds you* 
Another great game from infocom. 

ATMOSPHERE 4/5 INTERACTION 4/5 

CHALLENGE 1/5 VALUE VERDICT 4/5 

MATCHDAY II 

£14.95 • Ocean (061 832 6633)* All PCWs 

Excellent football simulation game with superb graphics. 
Tackling and jumping .volleying and heading etc. Play 
against the computer or against a friend. 
GRAPHICS 5/5 ADDICT1VENESS 5/5 

LASTING APPEAL 5/5 VALUE VERDICT 5/5 

MINDFIGHTER 

£24.99 ■ Abstract ConceplsAclivision (01 431 1101) • All PCWs 

An adventure game set m post-holocaust Southampton, Hero 
ts a psychic 1 J year old boy who can change himself into all 
different kinds of animals, and who has accidentally projected 
himself into the future. It's up to him to change the course of 
events and prevent nuclear war. 

ATMOSPHERE 5 5 INTERACTION 3/5 

CHALLENGE 5.5 VALUE VERDICT 4'5 



E PAWN 

Rainbird (01-240 8838) -All PCWs 



An excellent adventure with dozens ot superb screen 
illustrations, zany characters and a host ot battling puzzles. Wilt 
keep you entranced tor hours. 

ATMOSPHERE S/5 INTERACTION 5/5 

CHALLENGE 5/5 VALUE VEROICT 5/5 



SILICON 



All PCWs £19.95 • Rainbird (01-240 8838) • All PCWs 



A trilogy of intnguing adventure games. You are secret agent 
Kim Kimberley saving Snowball $ from almost certain doom! 
With a humorous novella. 

ATMOSPHERE 4/5 INTERACTION 4/5 

CHALLENGE 4'5 VALUE VERDICT 4/5 



£19.95 - Virgin Leisure (01-727 8070) * All PCWs 

Excellent implementation ot the famous game. 1 to 4 people 
can play the computer, which knows a fair tew obscure words. 
Good graphical display. Eight levels of difficulty, and the top 
level scores 350 or so regularly, so you have to be on top forml 
GRAPHICS 4/5 ADDICTIVENESS 3/5 

LASTING APPEAL 4/5 VALUE VERDICT 4/5 



£24.95 ■ Activision (01-431 1101/2992) ■ All PCWs 

Enter the world of necromancy and sorcery counesy of another 
intnguing and mind bending adventure game from Infocom. You 
have to find out the correct spells which will locate your missing 
master Beiboz. 

ATMOSPHERE 5/5 INTERACTION 4/5 

CHALLENGE 4/5 VALUE VERDICT 4/5 



NEXT MONTH 



The guide continues next month with the 
categories of WORDPROCESSORS, 
ACCOUNTS/ PAYROLL, UTILITY and DTP. 
The month after that will cover DATA- 
BASES, EDUCATION and COMM- 
UNICATIONS software, and the month after 
that it's back to this month's topics. 

Our intention is to keep publishing the 
three parts of the guide in rotation, 



updating it each month to include all new 
products. If you would like to see other 
sections of the guide, back issues of 8000 
Plus are available at £1.75 each. 

Meanwhile, if you are aware of any 
significant omissions or errors in the File 
as published, please let us know. We 
intend to maintain it as THE authoritative 
guide to PCW software. 




STARGLIDER 

£24.95 • Rainbird (01-240 8838} • All PCWs 

A sophisticated shoot 'em-up with 3D vector graphics and a 
dose of strategy too. Your task is to save Novenia, helped by a 
complex playing guide. 

GRAPHICS 5/5 ADDICTIVENESS 4/5 

LASTING APPEAL 4/5 VALUE VERDICT 5/5 



£24.95 • Activision (01-431 1101/2992) - All PCWs 

Sequel to Planetfall. You explore a space station with your 
chums Floyd and the philosophical robot Plato, Usual Infocom 
standards -a great sci-fi adventure, a mix of2QQi and Star 
Trek f 

ATMOSPHERE 5/5 INTERACTION 4/5 

CHALLENGE 5/5 VALUE VERDICT 4/5 



STEVE DAVIS 



£14.95 -CDS (0302 21134). All PCWs 

Surprisingly realistic simulation of both pool and snooker games 
- not as easy as it looks either 1 . Foul shots, breaks etc. and 
allows for spin r side r strength of shot. Good value, despite all 
the balls being greens! 

GRAPHICS 2/S ADDICTIVENESS 3/5 

LASTING APPEAL 3/5 VALUE VERDICT 3/5 

STRIKE FORCE 

HARRIER 

£19.95 • Mirrorsoft (01-377 4645) • All PCWs 

A combat simulation of a Hawker Harrier, designed in 
conjunction with British Aerospace. Very detailed and realistic 
but you'll need to put in a few hours with the manual. to get off 
the ground. 

GRAPHICS 4/5 ADDICTIVENESS 3/5 

LASTING APPEAL 3/5 VALUE VERDICT 3/5 

TIME AND 

MAC IK 

£14.95 • Mandarin Software (0625 879920) 

An excellent trilogy ot time travel adventure which can be 

played in any order Your task is to protect the history tot the 

world from the destructive timeiords -another very atmospheric 

game. 

ATMOSPHEHE 5/5 INTERACTION 4/5 

CHALLENGE 5 5 VALUE VERDICT 5/5 



£19.99' Mirrorsoft (01-377 4837) • All PCWs 

You fit together bricks of various Shapes that drop out of the sky 

at the bottom ot the screen. The better the tit, the higher your 

score. One ot those ridiculously simple ideas which is very 

addictive! 

GRAPHICS 3/5 ADDICTIVENESS 5/5 

LASTING APPEAL 4/5 VALUE VERDICT 5/5 



TOMAHAWK 

£19.95 ■ Digital Int. (0276 884959) < 8000s only 

A sophisticated Apache helicopter flight simulator, impressive 
cockpit view graphics as you engage in combat missions - can 
be used with a joystick too. 

GRAPHICS 415 ADDICTIVENESS 3/5 

LASTING APPEAL «5 VALUE VEROICT 4/5 



DISKETTES: BUY 2 GET 1 FREE, 



1D01 
10O2 
1003 
1004 



FLOPPY DISK PfllCE LIST 
_DESCfflPTION 
SV«" DS/DD 48TPI 

svi'Ds/OPseTPt 

5'/l- Hlfh Clingy lGMb 
3W- DS 135TP! 



I0M1 5>* DS/DD »8TPI 
1003 1 ! 5Y«- DS/OD 96TP1 



PEN BOX Of 13 DISKS 



1-4 
6.39 
7.39 
14.99 

14.99 



lii- 

',.?,<; 

6,59 

13.99 

13.99 

PER BOX Of 27 DISKS 

12.49 I 11.29 I 10.99 

13.99 12.T9 11.99 



5 3 

6,99 
14,49 

14.49 



BRANDED 

2 FORI 
REPLACEMENT 

GUARANTEE 



[2 tot 1 offers appty lo branded d.sks onlyl 



WHITE BOX & BULK: 





Fricoefrom ^ 


DHOUIU1 


VmllEBOX BULK 


5»/»' DS/DD 48TPt 


25b" 12c 


S'/r OS/QD 96TPI 


28b 25c 


57*" High EhBigy 1.6Mb 


70b 67p 


3'/J" DS 135TPI 


75p T.Jp 




BULK DISKETTES, minimum o*dur 1.000 



^^ Phono MYDISK LTD on Q 

^ 0753 830466 = 

411 puces eiducte carnage and VAT 



Mallard RA^TP 

The BASIC on the PCW 

You've got the program . . . 

. . . now read the book! 

Locomotive Software's complete guide to Mallard 
BASIC. Suitable for beginners and experts alike. 




ORDER FORM No. 25 



You will notice that this month we have introduced an 

Order Code alongside each item. This is because we are 

computerising the Mail Order section of 8000 Plus. 

Please list the items you require in the box below. All 

goods are sent by first class post, normally within five 

days of order. But please allow 28 days in case of 

temporary shortage. 

New Subscribers please note: 

The first issue of a new 

subscription will be one or 

two issues away from the one 

current when you place your 

Subscription Order. 



access / VISA 
HOTLINE 



« 0458 74011 
(24 hours) 



Please send me the following items from the 
8000 PLUS Special Offers pages 



Order code 


Title 


Price 


1. 






2. 






3. 






4. 






5. 






6. 






Name 


Address 




Postcode 



Payment is by (please circle) 

Cheque • PO • Access • Visa 

Make payable to FUTURE PUBLISHING LTD. 

Your credit card number is 
Expiry date 

Pounds Sterling Only Accepted 



Send this form plus payment to 

SPECIAL OFFERS • 8000 PLUS 

SOMERTON • SOMERSET * TA11 7PY 

(valid until October 31st 1988) 
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LOCOSCRIPT 2 & 
AMSTRADPCWS 

£11.95 • Locom 



Published by Sigma Press, this John Hughes book is a 
friendly, down-to-earth and readable guide to LocoScript 
2. Whether you're an 8256 or 8512 user converting from 
LocoScript 1, or a brand new 951 2 owner, this will tell you 
all you need to know. It covers the basics of layouts and 
tabs, LocoMall and LocoSpell, alternative printers and 
even gives you an introduction to the world of CPM 
If you find the Amstrad manual a bit 
daunting, then this is for you! 
Order code 8036 
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FREE 

Copy of Locoscript II 
wallchart included with 
this book 



8000 
PLUS 



We have limited quantities of the back issues 
listed below. The prices include a nominal 25p 
postage. All issues contain excellent TipOff 
sections and a selection of BASIC listings, 
plus the other regulars. Don't miss the chance 
to expand your collection. 

Issues 1-6 SOLD OUT! 

Issue 7 £1 .50 Spreadsheets special. LocoScript troubleshooting. 
Reviews of Cavalier accounts. Personal Tax Planner. Stockmarket 
packages, Adrian Mole Order code 8015 

Issues 8 & 9 SOLD OUT! 

Issue 10 £1 75 Graphics packages compared. £10 database. More 
on LocoMail. LocoScript templates. Teach yourself Logo. 
Order code 8018 

issue 11 £1,75 How to recover lost disc data. Installing a second 
drive. The SUBMIT command. Reviews of Desktop Publisher. Red 
Boxes, Leaderboard Order code 8019 



IESKTOP PUBLISHING WITH 
AMSTRAD PCW 



Your PCW is a powerful desktop publishing tool - with it 
you can print everything from newsletters to posters. With 
the right software for your needs the options open up 
your computer as a handy way of earning your living. 
What Mike Milan does in this book is to took at the 
possibilities. He leaves the actual choice of software up to 
you {we'd recommend Stop Press), and discusses page 
layout, reproduction methods, printers, fonts, 
trim marks, photo layouts - all in a 

heartening prose. An essential 
companion for DTPers. 
, Order Code 8035. 

T 
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// 

^S HOW TO ORDER 

;^->„^_ Just fill in the Order Form on the 
■ISE 1 ;*"" left of this page. Or ring our 24 ■ 
r t£ hour hotline on (0458) 74011 

and ask for Credit Card Orders. 



Issue 12 SOLD OUT! 

Issue 13 £1 .75 Linking to portables, PIP revealed. Genealogy 
software. Pretext and Hitch-hiker's tips. Datastore. Fleet St. fonts. 
Order code 8021 

Issue 14 £1.75 Full review of the PCW 951 2. Connecting to a 
synthesizer. LocoScript 2 wallchart. Reviews of Poolswinner, low- 
cost business software, battery backups. Order code 8022 

Issue 15 SOLD OUT! 

Issue 16 £1 .75 Budget printer survey. Accounts packages. 

Programming languages. Mini Office Professional full review 
Order code 8024 

Issue 17 £1 .75 Specialist software. Stop Press review. SETKEYS 
command explained. History of computers series. Order code 8025 

Issue 18 £1 .75 LocoScript vs. Pretext, Hard discs, CP/M for 
hackers, AtLast Plus review. Order code 8026 

Issue 19 £1 .75 Special Comms issue, CP/M Wallchart: Wordstar 4. 
Lightning Basic. Order code 80019 

Issue 20 £1 .75 Computer filofaxes Mini Office tutorial Add your own 
2nd drive Cracker Turbosp read sheet Order Code 80020 

Issues 21 £1 .75 New Locoscript fonts reviewed Guide to add-ons 
PC'PCW link Poster printing packages reviewed Order Code 80021 

Issue 22 SOLD OUT - SORRY! 

ISSUE 23 £1.75 MIDI arrives on the PCW with EMR software 
Locomail Book look DTP clip-art and fonts reviewed Three new 
accounts packages. Order Code 80023 



PICKS 

OF THE MONTH 

Save £££'S on these top PCW 
entertainment programs! 



HEAD OVER HEELS 

Only £9.95! (RRP 

£14.95) 

The incredibly-animated program from 
Ocean in which you control TWO separate 
characters, using their different abilities to 
solve some mind -bending puzzles. Huge 
playing area and probably the best graphics 
on the PCW. Plus totally absorbing 
gameplay. 
Order code 8007 




SCRABBLE 

Only £12.95 ! (RRP £19.95) 

This will appeal to anyone who enjoys 
playing with words. A super enhanced 
dictionary and full board displayed on- 
screen means you get the full feel of 
this classic game. Play against friends 
or take the computer on. Can you 
beat your PCW at word processing? 
Order code 8008 
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TETRIS 



9512 
software: 

The following 
titles do not 
run on the 
9512: 
Tau Ceti; 
Head Over 
Heels; 
Tetris 



Only £14.99 (RRP £19.99) 

The first Russian game to 
reach the West has won 
rave reviews everywhere. 
All you have to do is guide 
blocks down the screen 
into complete rows on the 
bottom - but be warned it 
has a 'Just one more go' 
rating of 10Q per cent! 
Order Code 8027 




TAU CETI 

Only £9.95 (RRP £19.95) 

This arcade adventure from CRL 
creates its own cosmology and 
combines the best features of shoot 
'em-ups with intelligent gameplay. 
Set in 21 40, on a planet whose 
defence systems are going wildly 
wrong, you must sort the situation 
out before possible catastrophe. 

A classic that breaks down the 
distinction between arcade and 
adventure gaming. 
Order Code 8012 
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MINI OFFICE 
PROFESSIONAL 

Only £23.95 (RRP £29.95) 

An incredible value-for-money integrated package combining 
database, spreadsheet, word processor, comms and graphics 
function, Mini Office combines features often not included in 

software three times the price: 
sideways spreadsheets, full 
database sorting, Prestel 
compatibility and extremely 
fast word- processing including 
a word counter. 

In one package, this does 
just about everything it's 
possible to do on a PCW - if 
you want to break tree of 
LocoScript. this amazing 
value program is for you. 
Order Code 8011 




8000 PLUS 
DUST COVERS 



8000 PLUS 
DISC LABELS 

Packet of 20 for £1 

(when ordered with another product) 

Spare labels for your 3" discs in four 

different colours — yellow, green, red, 

blue. You get five of each colour when 

ordering with another item from Special 

Offers. 

Order Code 801 3 
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3 piece set for 8256/851 2 only £1 1 .95 

3 piece set for 9512 only C12.95 

Oust is like a disease to your computer Once it sets in it can only get 

worse, and leads to clogged keyboards, printers and 

even disc drives. These specially-commissioned 

8000 PLUS covers are made from high quality. 

anti static nylon fabric, coloured soft grey with red 

piping (ivory piped with brown for the 9512). 

The sweetest three piece you II ever come across. 
Order Code 8005 (8256 8512). 8006 (9512) 



ACADEMY 

£12.95 {RRP £19.95) 

A brilliant sequel to the ground- 
breaking space exploration 
game Tau Ceti. In Academy you 
must complete 20 missions, 
grouped in five levels of four; 
combat skills and environmental 
understanding mean must both 
be completed to succeed. 
Graphics and control factors 
have been heightened to push 
computer gaming to a 
completely fresh level. You won't 
be disappointed! 
Order Code 8035 



HIGHLIGHTER PENS 




Three for £1.50 

The idea is simple — you use 

these highlighter pens to mark out 

any key text you want to stand out 

in a document. For £1.50 you get 

green, red and yellow 

8000 PLUS-stamped 

pens in a clear plastic 

wallet. 

Order Code 8001 
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ATLAST PLUS 

An excellent database for just 
£29.95 (RRP £39.95) 



"Superb value for money" was what 8000 Pfus 
called AtLast. Now. with the release of AtLast 
Plus by Rational Solutions, you can buy one of 
the best databases for £1 less than the full 
retail price I 

Features include up to 32,000 records, 20 
fields per record, and 99 elements per field, 
user-definable printing and screen layouts, fast 
indexing/sorting facilities and automatic data re- 
organisation. As well as this, unused data 
space is not wasted, making AtLast Plus an 
essential database for PCW 8256 owners. 
Order Code 8220 



MAGAZINE 
BINDERS 

Store up to 12 issues 
for just £4.95 

We aspire to the belief 
that you would like to 
collect your copies of 
8000 PLUS, and to that 
extent we have 
produced this superb 
go Id -embossed green 
binder, which allows you 
to collect 8000 PLUS as 
it comes along. Buy one 
and watch your 
collection grow into the 
definitive library of PCW info 
Order Code 8004 



HACKERS HANDBOOK III 

by Hugo Cornwall - £6.95 



There is no other book like this! Hugo 
Cornwall clears up all the mystique of 
hacking, while also providing an exacting 
code which al! hackers would do well to 
use as both map and compass. 

A bestseller when it first came out, this 
new edition goes from first comms 
principles to networks, videotex, radio 
computer data - all written in entertaining 
prose that carries you along with the 
enthusiasm of discovery. For the general 
reader and specialist alike. 
Order Code 8231 
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leading Amstrad 
PCW magazine 
and we'll send 

I you essential 
lies worth 

I /er £1 2! 



s! Paying t17.95 for a years subscription means SOOO Plus will be sent to 
ome for a lull 12 issues, and you join the growing band ol people who 
'. their copy directly tram the printers. 6000 Plus has a strong family 
, as is shown by trie lact that it has one ol the highest percentages of 
subscribers ol any magazine in the UK. 

k anyone who knows: they'll tell you 8000 Plus contains more up-tc- 
nformative and unbiased information about its chosen subject Irian 
her you're likely to find. 

fd in case you need a bit more persuading, we've put together a gilt 
hat will appeal to anyone who uses a PCW. professional or hobbyist, 
wonder how you ever got along without them! Worth more than £12, 
jutting them your way just as soon as we can. it's the 
1 way to becoming the compfea! PCW 



Code SOOO 








Only £74.99 (RRP £89.99) 
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A 'Just some ol lite fonts available on AMS' Stop Press' 
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Desktop publishing - doing page makeup 
on your computer instead of the old cut- 
and-paste method - is the boom area of 
home computing. All the national dailies 
are switching over to DTP methods - and 
so are thousands of PCW owners, to 
produce newsletters and flyers. 

Want to try your hand? The best 
developed DTP package for the Amstrad 
PCW range is now available from Future 
Publishing at an all-in price of £74.99. 
Stop Press's incredibly versatile and 
powerful software plus mouse will turn 
your PCW into a DTP machine. 

The Swiss-made mouse is probably 
the best currently available and offers 
high resolution movement all over the 
screen. The software makes the best 
possible use of this sensitivity, featuring 
as it does a wide range of DTP facilities 
which would probably cost three times as 
much on higher-priced computers. 



Just a few of the features are: - 

14 different fonts supplied 

Type sizes from 9 to 96 points 

Clip art ready made to insert into files 

Text entered directly or imported 

from word processor 

On-screen text formatting, including 

autoftow around a picture 

Draw, spray or paint - your own 

designs or those supplied 

Up to nine columns per page! 

Bold, italics, underline, reversed boxes 

Centering, ragged right and literal 

justification 

Prints up to 108 pages in one go 

Shape drawing includes triangles, 

squares, cubes, circles and ellipses 

Compatible with digitised pictures 

from MasterScan, Electric Studio and 

the Rombo digitiser 

9512 compatible using an Epson 

compatible dot matrix printer 



Altogether, this is a superb way of 
getting to grips with DTP We don't 
expect to offer any other DTP 
package through these pages again, 
because we've held back until we 
were absolutely sure that this was the 
best deal. So here's your chance to 
get going. 

Save £1 5 on the manufacturer's 
recommended retail price by placing 
an order with our mail order 
department (telephone 0458 74011)! 

Newsletters, fanzines, posters, 
letter heads, leaflets, charts, graphic 
business reports, flyers... all are now 
within reach, allowing your 
imagination as much freedom as 
possible. And with Stop Press there's 
no better way into the world of DTP. 

Order Code 8023 



POSTSCRIPT 



Question time 

Can I suggest some areas that I 
fee! could do with greater 
explanation through the pages of 
8000 Plus (looking back over the 
1 last 6 months or so others too 
seem to be as hazy as myself). 

First, could you give a better 
explanation of the real significance 
of Transit Program Area (TPA) 
when running bought software or 
developing your own. 

Also (tor those of us having an 
8256) what would we gain doing 
the memory upgrade? (Yes, I know 
more memory, 512k instead of 
256k - what is the value to popular 
programs such as LocoScript, Mini 
Office etc?) 

These questions were really 
brought to a head a few weeks ago 
while I was using a Mini Office 
spreadsheet to set up a stock 
control of some 200 items and 
prices. Having just about squeezed 
in all the text and calculation 
formula cells, I put in some actual 
stock numbers and attempted to 
run calculate. Although starting the 
process after about a minute I was 
presented with a bleep and a 
message just saying "Memory 
Full". 

1. Has the problem occured 
because of the limitation of the 
Transient Program Area? If so, is 
the complexity of calculation or 
size of spreadsheet the dominant 
factor? 

2. Would doing the memory 
upgrade solve the problem? (I note 
your software guide refers to Mini 
Office spreadsheets up to 320K 
presumably on an 8512) 

Is this referring to the storage of 
the finished sheet only or would I 
gain greater calculation availability 
by upgrading my 8256s memory? 

The aborted spreadsheet when 
saved took up 75k of space by the 
way, 

Timothy Owen 
Castleblaney 




OKLL'l 



An assemblage of aspersions, 
assuagements and asyndeton 
aspired to by an assiduous Ed. 



PostScript: the pages where you can air your views, graces and dirty linen. Share your 
experiences and opinions about PCWs, and more or (ess anything else, with a waiting 
world! Subjects under the hammer this month Include TPA, LocoScript 3, feminism and 
curry. 

Send your views on issues germane to the PCW to: PostScript, 4 Queen St, Bath, 
BA1 IE J. 



8000 PLUS The answers to the last two 
questions are 1. No and 2. Yes. 
In an office, there's a trade-off between 
having tots of space tor yourself to work in 
and lots of space to store information- The 
same is true ot your PCWs memory - 
some bits are reserved lor programs to 
occupy, some for the data they work with. 

The Transient Program Area is the 
space any program you tun on your PCW 
has to sit in. You have Sfk ot space on alt 
PCWs, regardless ot model number or 
memory size. For example, when BASIC 
sits in your PCW it only leaves 31k of 
space to run your programs, and there s 
nothing you can do to increase this. 

It follows that no program bigger than 
61k can run on a PCW. Large programs 



get round this by splitting up into bits and 
having 'overlay' files - tor example. 
SC20VL on SuperCalc 2. They are called 
up when needed. If you're writing a 
program which is very big (in BASIC or any 
other language) you 'It have to do the same 
and 'chain ' from one section ot the 
program to another. 

Mini Office uses the memory to store 
the spreadsheet data and the only limit you 
have on the size ot your sheet is the size of 
your memory. 320k is the space you have 
from a 512k memory (the other bits of the 
memory have CPfM. the Mini Office 
program etc. sitting in them so you can't 
store data in all 5i 2k) and on a 256k 
memory simple arithmetic predicts you'd 
get somewhere over 60k to play with. 



Some benefits from an expanded 
memory are: a) huge spreadsheets in Mini 
Office (320k instead of 70k) b) ability to run 
large LocoSpell dictionary in memory 
instead of small LocoSpell dictionary c) 
ability to copy lots of files to the memory 
(when transferring discfuis of data 
from an A drive to an A drive on a 



Currying favour 

Thank you for your review of PS- 
Headings in the September issue 
of 8000 Plus. I thought it very fair, 
if needing a few superlatives to 
spice it up. 

Seriously though (as they say) 
perhaps I could just set the record 
straight about precisely how many 
Indian meals can be consumed, 
calls of nature answered, or 
beverages brewed, while the 
program is 'processing' one's 
heading text? 

A fairly typical heading, let's 
say the title of the next chapter of 
one's novel (what else?}, which 



13. Vindaloo and Back 



one decides is to be "13 
VINDALOO AND BACK", comes 
in at just 3 minutes 50 seconds. 
Now this is undeniably time to 
make one cup of coffee. Indeed 
the manual recommends that one 
does just that. But to say 'a cup 
(or twelve)' is mischievous. And 
curries, of any variety, are clearly 
right out. 

Even more seriously, once 
thus processed into data files, 
one's heading can then be printed 



out as often as desired without 
further resort to the kettle. 

Finally, processing time is a 
function of font size and heading 
length but not, as your reviewer 
suggests, the number of variables 
set. These variables (controlling 
centering, underlining, print 
quality and so on) are simply 
inserted in the text, with good old 
>sv, before printing. 
Jonathan Bay I Is 
London 
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POSTSCRIPT 



9512 or S256, oraB drive to a 8 drive on 
an 8512) d) alleviation of problems 
scrolling backwards in long LocoScript 
documents (when doing this a copy of the 
lite is created in the memory, causing 
obvious problems if you have a small 
memory and targe document) e) ability to 
copy large programs to the memory and 
run them from there for speed (for 
example, you can copy Prospell and your 
Prospelt dictionary to the memory and spell 
check in there. Just as its quicker tor you if 
you remember your Mend's phone number 
rather than looking it up in a phone book, 
it's much faster than doing it with the 
dictionary on the A drive because 
accessing the memory is done much 
quicker than accessing a drive) 

It's not the size 

On page 7 of the current issue 
surely there's an error in the report 
'PC Locoscript rumours grow'? The 
PPC surely uses 3' 2 inch discs in 
its disc drive(s) not 5% as your 
report states? 

When I read this report, I was 
sure I'd read in last month's issue a 
similar statement that the PPC 
used 5'j inch discs, and thought I 
remembered deciding not to write 
to you because just about 
everybody would be writing to put 
this statement right! But now I can't 
find any such statement in last 
month's issue! Maybe I'm getting 
confused with the reports about the 
possiblity of a portable PCW 
(running on 3 inch discs) - now 
there's a really good idea! 

I expect just everybody will be 
writing this month about 5\ inch 
discs on the PPC. Never mind! 
Revd D Atkinson 
Exeter 

Women 

No doubt the article entitled 
"Women" was purposely sexist in 
order to draw militant women 
Amstraders out of the Woodwork. 
To start with, apart from my 
husband who bought his own 
Amstrad after he had used my 
8512. 1 was not aware that there 
were any other men around with 
PCWs. I came across countless 
numbers of women who are either 
writers, or researchers, in quite a 
range of academic and 
professional realms all of whom 
have PCWs. Whenever ! go to a 
university or polytechnic 
conference, I find oodles of other 
women who have PCWs. Indeed, 
nowadays one does not actually 
read other people's academic 
papers, until one has first 
scrutinised the type face and 
worked out which edition of 
LocoScript and PCW it was done 
on; and if it's not done on Amstrad, 
one doesn't bother to read it. None 
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of these women to my knowledge 
have any prior experience of being 
secretaries or typists, indeed very 
few academic or professional 
women come from such a 
backgound (but good for them if 
they have, and have beaten the 
class/gender system). Indeed I 
would imagine that very few men 
PCW users were originally typists 
either. 

Having spent the last two 
months typing 83,334 words for my 
research thesis, and having bought 
countless discs, ribbons, programs, 
paper and other fripperies for my 
Amstrad, and having read all your 
magazines, I feel that my efforts 
and loyalty are rendered invisible 
by your comments. I think you 
would find if you did a survey that a 
least 50% of users are women, and 
that we are keeping many of the 
businesses that advertise in your 



columns out of the red, by ordering 
such supplies tor our Amstrads, in 
spite of the fact that most 
advertisements, articles and 
cartoons are obviously aimed at a 
male audience. 

By the way I found the Thingi 
quite useless and the clip broke not 
long after I had it, but the strip of 
plastic is useful tor the cat to drape 
its tail around to keep it from the 
screen whilst I type: for as you no 
doubt know all female Amstaders 
have a cat sleeping on top of the 
machine, where it is warm, and to 
keep them company while we 
work. The atmosphere is much 
more homely than the war machine 
image that the PCWs take on when 
men play their nasty silly alien 
splattering games on their long 
suffering Amstrads. 

You will also be surprised at 
how computerate even women 



Mail strike 

When examining the hidden files 
on my LocoScript start-of-day 
disc I noticed a file with file-type 
.COM called MAIL232. As it had 
this file-type I thought perhaps 
the file should be used from 
CP/M so loaded up CP/M and 
typed MAIL232 but all I got was 
a screen setup and a non- 
responding computer. Could you 
please tell me why this file is 
needed and what purpose it is 
used for? I have version 1 .2 of 
LocoScript 1 . 
Paul Cane 
Guildford 

mSLPiM.MAIL232isa 
communications program, ie. it you 
have a modem and an interface, you 
can send text files by a cable or phone 
link across to someone else's computer. 
It's not as sophisticated as, say, the Mini 
Office comms program so you'd 
probably use that if you wanted to get 
into communications. 

The most interesting function of 
MAIL232 is a game hidden inside it. 
Called 'Life' it's a computer simulation of 
the breeding patterns of bactena or 
algae. The rules for breeding are 
simple: any bacterium with two or three 
neighbours stays alive to the next 
generation. It it has less man two 
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neighbours, it dies of loneliness, and if it 
has more than three it dies of 
overcrowding. In any empty space with 
exactly three neighbours a new 
bactenum is born for the next 
generation. 

To 'play' lite, you set up an initial 
arrangement of bactena then sit back 
and watch the generations breed. The 
object is to find out which starting 
patterns survive - some fizzle out after 
a tew generations, some end up with 
lovely repeating patterns. 

Start up CP/M and at the A> prompt 
type MAIL232.COM (first insert your 
LocoScript disc on an 8256 or 8512). 
Wait for the screen to clear, then press 
jl3j. Move the cursor down to the last 
option Transfer as ASCII' then press 
(EXTRAjp. 

The screen goes blank except tor a 
cursor. Here's where you set up the 
bacteria partem. Use the arrow keys to 
move the cursor and press [RETURN] 
whenever you want to place a 
bacterium there. Another (RETURN) 
deletes a bacteria. Once ready, press 
ISPACEj and watch the generations roll 
endlessly by. 



users are before they purchase an 
Amstrad. I started off by studying 
on the mainframe several years 
ago, and the PCW was not my first 
personal computer. I was not 
attracted to it, because "it was like 
a typewriter", indeed I could not 
type, as it could be seen as a 
negative attribute to say that you 
could type, and being a typist was 
seen as a fate worse than death 
(although typists are really very 
clever). Nowadays of course the 
same activity is called 'acquiring 
keyboard skills' and men do it too. 
so it is safer to learn 'to type'. 
Clara H Greed 
Bristol 

PS PCW stands tor Perfect for 
Clever Women, 

Cherchez la femme 

Don't worry, no one could possibly 
mistake you for a closet feminist! 
Your patronising assumption that 
women have bought the Amstrad 
PCW because they found real 
computers threatening! 

The real fact is that the PCW is 
cheap. Women were too poor to 
buy their own machine until the 
PCW came along. 

Have you told your advertisers 
that you have women readers? 
Because I notice the ad for "Joyce" 
with the big boobs has gone - also 
that printer ribbon ad where the 
female secretary was throwing 
ribbons out the window, and the 
male boss saw his money being 
wasted. Both made sure I never 
bought those brands, 
I think you should capitalise on 
your women readership further, not 
just in reader-gender assumptions, 
but by getting a female member of 
staff who can recognise and edit 
out any offensive sexist remarks 
and advertisements. 

You don't have to change 
anything else: we recognise that 
your magazine has no rival for 
practical, well written information. 
But no programs for printing out 
knitting patterns, thanks. Removal 
of offensive remarks would perfect 
the magazine - for women! 
Henrietta Cubitt 
Cambridge 

8000 PLUS Ho. hum It seems you can't 
win. Write an editorial saying how great it is 
that the PCW has a lot of temale users, 
unlike other machines, speculate on the 
reason as being because they tend to do 
sensible things tike use them as word 
processors instead of play Space Invaders, 
and all you get is complaints. Well, a 
couple of them. 

Henrietta s letter had several 
inconsistencies. First. I said 'maybe... 
many women ' which is different from the 
'alt women' you claim. Second, far from 
being a 'patronising assumption' it is a 
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factual and relevant statement based on 
Ite empirical evidence of the vast numbers 
olletlers and phone calls we get, as 
opposed to your absurd generalisation 
women were too poor to buy their own 
machine'. 

Third, you pick out one statement as 
sexist and anti-female, when the general 
tone ol the editorial was dearly (I hope) 
one supporting the very viewpoint you 
yourself have. Why do you have to argue 
with everything? 

Fourth, it's not up to me to tell 
advertisers how to illustrate their ads, jusl 
as any advertisers who try to influence the 
editorial content of 8000 Pius are told 
where to go. 

Fifth, it worries me that you order us to 
get a woman to root out sexist remarks. 
Why can't a man do it? Haven't you ever 
heard of the Equal Opportunities Act? 
You're asking us to do something illegal as 
well as immoral! 

Seriously, I'm disappointed you 're so 
keen to take offence whenever possible, 
when I'm on your side. 

Check point 

! thought Mr P Crane's letter in 
your August edition had saved my 
sanity. I too had realised that the 
Basic Checker program didn't fully 
check, and being a mere key 
puncher' had been watting patiently 
for you to print a correction. 

However, one month on and the 
original program is reprinted on the 
Listings page and Mr Crane's 
comments have still not been 
acknowledged. 

Mr Wilkins' concept is brilliant, 
deserving all the credit it receives 
in your pages and if 1 00% correct 
would be a boom, but it's wrong, so 
why not correct it, publish the 
listings with the different 
checksums and say thank you very 
much to Mr Crane. 
T Birchall 
Northampton 

BOM PLUS Our listings editor decided 
against publishing the modified version 
because it would mean the new 
checksums would not correspond with 
checksums produced by people with the 
older version. However, if there's enough 
demand tor the amended checker (ie. more 
than a handful of letters) we'd be happy to 
run the Crane Special. 

Class of 288 

I am writing a large book using 
"Superwriter" on my expanded 
PCW 8256. For research note- 
taking away from home I use a lap- 
top Cambridge 288. When I get 
home in the evening I transfer 
everything to the PCW for future 
working -up. 

Shortly I shall be going away on 
a protracted tour for further 
research, and obviously the Z88 



will run out of memory long before I 
get home again. If I acquire 
appropriate modems and comrns 
software for the two computers, will 
I be able to transfer data directly 
through the telephone from my Z88 
to the PCW at home via Microlink 
for a Mailbox service? The 
literature is rather ambiguous. 

May I suggest that you do a 
feature on the Z88 or even 
introduce a small Z88 corner? It is 
a remarkably useful adjunct to the 
PCW for all sorts of purposes. 
E A Johnston 
Seaford 

8000 PLUS Shouldn't be any problem in 
principle. If you have a mailbox you can 
send text files to it via the Z88 plus modem 
plus phone when you're out in the field; 
when you get home you can log on to your 
mailbox with your PCW plus modem, get 
your text back and insert into a LocoScript 
or Protext document There might be 
hassles with tine breaks etc. depending on 
the communications software you have for 
the 288. 

We're starting a Z88 series shortly in 
response to several requests. 

Key bored 

The PCW'S keyboard, being 
custom-built for Locoscript, works 
wonderfully well for that 
wordprocessor, but less so for 
CP/M resident ones. 

Presumably, it is possible to use 
SETKEYS.COM to reconfigure the 
keyboard so that the familiar [EOL], 
[DOC], [PAGE] etc keys produce 
similar effects in 
Wordstar/ProtextfMini-Office. I 
have to ask - if it was that easy, 
why don't the software publishers 
write the appropriate 
reconfiguration files? 
Arthur Warded 
Halifax 

8000 PLUS You're right, His that easy. If a 
word processor manufacturer requires you 
to move to the end ol a page by typing 
ISHIFT]-backslash-' [ -{ALT]Q> instead of 
using the [PAGEj key there, it's sheer 
laziness. Key definition from within a 
program is simple. All the word processors 
you mention set their own key definitions 
and ignore SETKEYS totally. 

Happily the (EOL], [DOCj and (PAGE) 
etc. keys all work as the LocoScript user 
would expect in Protext, almost so in Mini 
Office, but less so or not at all in WordStar. 

Printers 

I own a PCW 8256 {with original 
printer) and am now finding the 
printer unbearably slow in NLQ, 
and noisy - my work involves 
printing very long documents. 

I would like to replace it with a 
new dot matrix printer of similar or 
higher quality of print, faster, less 



noisy, and compatible with my 
8256 (using LocoScript 2). 

Could you suggest any that 
would not be too expensive (ie 
under £300)? Would I need an 
interface to operate it? 
Marline Garbacz 
Bath 

8000 PLUS What you want is a 24-pin 
printer. Because ol the extra number of 
pins these don't need to do two passes to 
print a line of NLO as your built-in printer 
does. You 'It also need an RS232 interlace. 

Now that Locomotive sett printer 
drivers for 24 pin printers, you'll be able to 
use the Amstrad LQ3500 1Q5000, the 
Epson LQ50Q or the NEC P6 Plus. They 
stad at around £300 - scour the ads in this 
issue lor the best price. The last two are a 
bit faster than the Amstrads and don't 
revert to two pass printing as the Amstrads 
apparently tend to do sometimes. 

LocoScript 3? 

In their seemingly constant 
upgrading of the LocoScript 
system. Locomotive have proved 
both their ingenuity and their 
commitment to listening to the 
needs of their users. What this 
suggests is that at some point an 
improved LocoScript 3 will arrive 
that will in part be a result of user's 
responses to the current system. 

Naturally there might be 
technical objections to some 
suggestions of which mere users 



are unaware. No doubt, many of 
these would involve the amount of 
memory available in the hardware. 
But within these constraints, it 
would at the very least be 
interesting to see what the most 
popular or ingenious improvements 
suggested by your readers are. In 
addition, your comments on the 
competition might show many 
readers that the Locoscript system 
can already handle what they now 
need! Here are my three entries:- 

1 . The Find and Exchange 
function should be made more 
flexible by allowing the inclusion of 
Word Processor codes. Thus it 
would be possible for example to 
exchange (+italic) and {-Italic) for 
(+Wordul) and (-Wordul). This 
particular example would be useful 
for swapping documents between 
different sorts of printer. But clearly 
there would be many other uses. 
{Isn't something similar happening 
in the Layout Exchange and Layout 
Replacement functions?) 

It would also be very useful if 
more than one item could be 
exchanged as the function works 
through a document. 

2. If CP/M can copy across all 
the documents In a group, could 
not Locoscript be made to do this 
too? At the moment you can only 
move, erase or copy one file at a 
time; multiple file erasing, copying 
or moving would make many 
disc housekeeping tasks an 



Taking the DTP 

I am sure that users of 
Database's DTP program will be 
relieved to see revealed the 
items they always suspected 
were missing from the pack. In 
order to delete all text from a 
text box, a 50g weight and a roll 
of wallpaper are required to hold 
down the DEL key. 

The several minutes formerly 



spent with a paralysed 
forefinger on the key can now 
usefully be employed drinking 
the coffee and eating the bar of 
chocolate. Database Software 
Ltd have not yet admitted they 
refused to enclose the two items 
due to increased postage costs. 
Mrs P A Trillin 
Heavrtree 
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awful lot easier, 

3. Addition of coded functions 
(+UpperCase) and (+LowerCase) 
to turn all lower case text after the 
code in upper case or vice- versa, 
Ian Ground 
Newcastle-Upon-Tyne 

8000 PLUS It's a bit presumptuous ol us 
alt to be looking forward to LocoScript 3 
though It may well happen one day. 
Locomotive's Howard Fisher said they 
were aware ol the demand lor the extra 
functions you mention, but at the moment 
it's a question ol priorities: Other things - 
like extending the range ol printers 
supported by LocoScript 2. addingtothe 
number ol foreign languages handled and 
soon- are taking up their time and effort. 
Exchange of printer codes, multiple 
copying etc. would be possible but would 
necessitate major rewriting ol the program. 
While he didn't rule them out, Howard 
thought it unlikely that such a large revision 
of LocoScript could be done in the near 
future because o! the sheer time involved. 

To Locomotive - please, please 
consider putting a word counter into the 
main program! Yes, we know you can use 
LocoSpeil. but it takes ages and you often 
need to count an article you're writing to a 
certain length every tew minutes. We use 
Pretext tor writing these articles on 
because you can get a last count - eight 



seconds lor all ol PostScript (compare that 
with LocoSpeil..) Come on. a lot of PCW 
users write to specific lengths and a fast 
word counter is absolutely vital! 

Mea culpa 

It would be helpful for myself and 
presumably other subscribers and 
readers of your magazine if you 
could provide some more 
information about the program 
Professional Adventure Writer, 
which was reviewed in July issue, 
but without any indication of the 
producers/distributors, nor of the 
price of the package, 
E L Dondero 
London 

SOW PUIS We originally reviewed it in 
February, and the July article was a follow- 
up tutorial which inexplicably missed out 
the availability details. Sorry about that! 
Professional Adventure Writer is available 
from Gilsoft (0446 732765) lor £27.95 

C'est la vie 

Though I am aware that the 951 2 
is capable of reproducing French 
characters both on screen and by 
use of a Swiss- French daisy wheel, 
I should like to know if it is possible 



to set up the 9512 to actually 
speak' French. Is there any way to 
purchase a start up disk containing 
a French spell checker that would 
run on the standard 9512, 
Thomas Doyle 
Manchester 

6000 PLUS Yes. LocoSpeil is available 
with dictionaries m American. Danish. 
French. German. Spanish, and Italian, with 
Portuguese and Catalan on the way. from 
Locomotiuve on 0306 740606. The 
documentation you get in the UK is only 
available in English. There isn't a Welsh 
dictionary unlortunately. Locomotive are 
very proud of the language range they 
cover and will no doubt be adding to this 
list in the near future. 

Telling tales 

A quick note to ask if you have 
considered the idea of running a 
regular short story slot 
(computer/futuristic based, of 
course) in 8000 Plus? 

Hopefully you will be inundated 
with such suggestions - in this day 
and age, any outlet for short stories 
is more than welcome! Perhaps 
you might be interested in one 
based around a sci-fi idea that 
there is a way to stop PCW carbon 



Data Protection Act 

A letter in the August edition of 
8000 Plus, which discussed the 
manipulation of personal data 
using a private computer for the 
purposes of staff reporting, 
triggered off warning bells 
regarding the Data Protection 
Act. 

It could well stimulate others, 
who have the onerous task of 
assessing their staff, to use their 
home computer to improve the 
quality of their reports. Perhaps 
they should be warned of their 
liability within the constraints of 
the Act. 

Information covered by the 
Act is defined as "Personal Data" 
which is held on a computer 
system by a "Data User" about a 
"Data Subject" who must be a 
"living identifiable individual". 

To be subject to the Act, data 
must; 

- include statements of fact or 
opinion about an individual 

- be in an automatically 
p ro ces sable format 

- be processed or be intended to 
be processed by reference to the 
individual 

- be processed for a purpose 
more than merely preparing the 
text of documents. 

The Act allows the following 
exemptions: 



- Personal data held by an 
individual (eg a home computer 
user) in connection with personal, 
family or household affairs or for 
recreational purposes. 

- Information entered onto a 
computer with the sole purpose 
of preparing text, editing text and 
printing out a document. 

- payroll, pensions and accounts 
used for only those purposes 

- Information regarding members 
of the club. All members of a club 
should be asked if they have any 
objection to personal data being 
held. If any do, then either their 
data should be removed from the 
files or the data user should be 
formally registered. 

- Mailing lists, unless the data 
includes occupation, status, 
interests or preferences, which 
are subject to the act. 

Contravention of the Act may 
be deemed a criminal offence 
with severe penalties as a 
consequence. Furthermore a 
Data subject has certain rights 
regarding Personal Data held 
about him which include: 

- Access to personal data 

- Compensation for inaccuracy 

- Compensation tor loss or 
unauthorised disclosure 

- Correction or erasure 

- Complaint to the Registrar 

It is reasonably clear that staff 



reports, entered onto a computer 
in a purely text format using a 
word -processor, can be regarded 
as being outside the Act. 
However, as soon as personal 
data is held in a format which 
allows data processing, such as 
in a data-base or automatic 
mailing system, it may well 
become subject to the Act. 

Registration of a company or 
ogranisation does not necessarily 
cover the individuals of that 
organisation, particularly if they 
hold data on a private machine. If 
in doubt, individuals should 
enquire about who is covered 
and for what purpose and yet can 
still be deemed in breach of the 
Act if the system is used for 
purposes beyond those for which 
it was registered. Registration 
can be made on a Form DPR1 
which may be obtained from the 
Post Office. A registration fee of 
£40 is payable on application. 

The boundaries of the act are 
woolly, particularly for private 
users, and depend upon their 
intentions almost as much as the 
data in 8 guides. Believe it or not 
this summary of the Act, which I 
have tailored for PCW users, is 
relatively very short. 
P Stevenson 
Far eh am 



ribbons trom jamming halfway 

through the printing out of your 

story? 

Buzz Rodwell 

Ipswich 

8000 PLUS Short stories in 8000 Plus? 
Hmmm... what do people think? 

Hitchhike help 

l have, believe or not. solved the 
superb Infocom classic adventure 




"HlfJT4H£pe FOfL 'fV^W- FpoiA 
<^v\eor4£ OU-tP W&& WAfrJe-.." 

game, "The Hitchhikers Guide to 
the Galaxy"! In a rare moment of 
generosity I had sometime last 
week, I decided to share my 
discovery with all 8000 Plus 
readers who have been hopelessly 
and completely stuck, free of 
charge! Send an SAE to this 
address with details of your 
present nightmare. 
Anthony Litton 

45 Eglinton Road, Donnybrook, 
Co Dublin 4, Eire 

More index 

Barry Hill seeks a detailed index of 
8000 Plus (23 Aug 88). If he 
doesn't mind my idiosyncrasies 
and sends a blank disc (stating 
density required) I will gladly copy 
my subject index for him. It is 
compiled with Masterfile 8000. and 
issue 1 to 23 occupy 1 68K (about 
3000 records). I hope to keep 
updating it and, if it is of interest to 
anyone other than myself, to turn it 
into a LocoScript file when issue 24 
is entered. If Mr Hill doesn't have 
Masterfile he may wish to wait tor 
that. 

Henning Brondum Neilsen 
Killichonan, Rannoch Station, 
Perthshire 
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New PCW software from ARNOR 



Word Processing 

PROTEXT FILER - New Release! £24.95 

This invaluable program will keep your address lists or other dataflles In 
good order. Includes; datafile management from within Protext; 
extremely flexible tile sorting program; label printing and mallmerglng 
using the dataflles. Send SAE for full details. 

PROTEXT OFFICE - New Release! £34.95 

Invoice printing program as used by Amor. Easily configurable for your 
own requirements. Works from within Protext. Produces invoices/credit 
notes/delivery notes/statements. Includes Protext Filer, Send SAE for 
full details. 

PROTEXT Word Processor £59.95 

Protext Is now firmly established as the alternative to Locoscript. 
All the features you would expect trom a good word processor - many 
text editing commands, print commands, spell checking and mall- 
merglng. The refinement and thought that has been put Into the 
program - logical keystrokes and commands, clear layout, speed and 
power ... all go towards making Protext Ideal for the novice or the 
experienced user. 

* On-screen help * Typewriter mode * Insert or overwrite typing mode * 

* Word count * Undelete feature * Move/copy/delete/print blocks of text 

* Box manipulation * Configuration * Personal dictionaries * 

* Exec files * Two file editing * Keyboard macros * File conversion * 

* Comprehensive Find & Replace * Foreign languages and accents * 

* Program editing mode * Proportional printing, right Justified * 

* Conditional printing and loop constructs * Print any number of copies 

* Works with any printer * Calculator * Print labels * 

* Use the maths/string functions to produce personalised invoices etc * 

New version 2.2 

* Compatible with PCW 9512 * Enhanced spelling checker - larger 
dictionaries, dictionary on drive M or on program disc * 

* Many Improvements based on customer feedback * 
(Upgrade from earlier versions £20.00, please return original disc) 

"Protext deserves to be the system by which alt other word 
processors are judged ...a superb product. " youh computer 
"The great strength of this package is its ease of use" cwta 
"Protext is the solution to all Locoscript's drawbacks" pcw 
"Makes Locoscript took like a snail" sow plus 
"Simply the best word processing program to date for the PCW... 
Locoscript is effectively dead" putting your amstradto work 

PROSPELL Spelling Checker £29.95 

Typing and spelling errors are simple to make and frustrating to miss. 
But by using Prospell, you can produce documents that are error-free. 
Prospell is an automatic spelling checker that points out any odd words 
or dubious spellings. 

* Works with Locoscript 1 and 2, WordStar or any ASCII file * 

* 33000 words * room for thousands more * up to 2000 words/min * 

* Find words and anagrams - Ideal for crosswords * 

New version 4.1 

* Compatible with PCW 9512 * Dictionary on any disc/drive Incl, M * 
(Upgrade from earlier versions £15.00, please return original disc) 

"Anyone looking for a spelling checker need look no further" m 
POCKET PROTEXT new low price! £29.95 

Budget price version of Protext without spelling checker, mail merge 

and box mode. Now compatible with PCW9512. 

"Just as powerful as the full Protext and at a very attractive price" 

SOOOPLUS 



CP/M 



Programming 



BCPL new low price! £24.95 

Flexible, fast, general purpose programming language. Extensive set of 
TO libraries including access to CP/M routines. Example source files 
supplied, including full screen editor and all the libraries. 60 page 
manual covers the language and gives details of the libraries. 

"Easy to use, yet both flexible and powerful" cwta 

"Amor's clear, concise manual will have you programming 
confidently very rapidly" amstrao action 

C £49.95 

Complete C development system now available at new low price 

* Optimising compiler - Full Implementation of K&R standard - 

- Floating point arithmetic - 32 and 16 bit integer arithmetic - 

- TO and maths libraries - Conditional compilation • File inclusion - 

- Macros - Linker accepts C and assembler (with Maxam II) 

- Stand alone generator produces COM flies 

* Protext compatible editor: * - Fast and easy to use - Two file editing - 

- On screen help - Fully configurable - Powerful find and replace - 

- Keyboard macros - Exec files - Compile directly from editor - 

"Streets ahead in terms of programming power" amstrao acton 
"In typical Amor fashion, they've taken their time 
and got it right" amstrad computer user 

MAXAM II £49,95 

Complete CP/M machine code development system at new low price 

* Macro assembler * nested conditional assembly * file inclusion * 

* textual substitution of macro parameters * repeat loops * 

* Full expression evaluation * Error listing to screen/file/printer * 

* 8080 mode * Unking facility * Create object files for use with C * 
Window based monitor, with: 

* line assembler * disassembler * memory editor * find string * relocate 

* move memory * compare memory * fill memory * bank switching * 

* symbolic debugger * single stepping * set memory limits for stepping 

* stack checking * conditional breakpoints * trace mode * edit registers 

* Editor Is program mode of Protext (as for C, above) * 

"Maxam II -now the best gets even better" cwtacpc 

"Maxam II is stunning ... the most complete and competent 
programming package around. Simple, speedy and sophisticated 
amstrad action 

Special Offer: 

Buy one of Maxam II or C for £49.95, and the other can be yours for jus 
£20. Remember that Maxam II and C can be used together to produce 
hybrid C/assembler programs. 



SUMMARY OF PRICES: 




Maxam II £49.95 


Protext 


£59.95 


C £49.95 


Pocket Protext 


£29.95 


Maxam II and C £69.95 


Protext Filer 


£24.95 


BCPL £24.95 


Protext Office 


£34.95 


Prowort (German Protext) £59.95 


Protext Tutorial disc 


£5.00 


Protext (Atari ST) £79.95 


Prospell 


£29.95 


Protext (IBM PC compatible*) £59.95 



All programs work on Amstrad PCW8256/8512, PCW9512, CPC6128 
Orders normally despatched on the same day they are received. 
Please mention this magazine when ordering. 



Releasing your Ams tract's potent/a/ 



Amor, Protext House, Htainman Road, Peterborough, PE2 OBU. 

All prices Include VAT, postage and packing. 24 hour Access/Visa. fOZSS/ 239011 PflOfie 
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CUTOUT AND KEEP 

"™ = " invite readers of 0000 PU/S 

to return this VOUCHER to them at 

P.O. Box 39, Stilton, PETERBOROUGH 

PE7 3RL (tel 0733 244682) X 

to claim 10% off ANY order 
placed between now & Dec. 31st 1988. 

EXAMPLES: Peter Killworth's NEW adventure 

'RETURN to DOOM' £11.65 instead of 12.95 

'YES CHANCELLOR!' 8.95. Dim only. SAEforcat. 

R.S.V.P. Cheque or E3 



Micro Simplex Accounts .90.95 
Sage Popular Accounts ..73.4-5 
Sage Popular 

Accounts+ 99.95 

Locomail 2 29.95 

Loco Spell 2 18.95 

Signwriter 37.95 

Money Manager 21.99 

Personal Tax Planner 19.95 

Sage Payroll 60.95 

EasyLabelter 24.99 

Mini Office Professional ,.19.45 
Personal Ancestral File ...59.00 



Fleet Street Editor Plus... 39.95 

Pretext 46.99 

Pocket Protext 29.95 

Loco 2 with Spell 34.90 

Loco 2 19.95 

Cracker 2 38.99 

Supercalc 2 38.95 

Supercalc2 38.99 

Stockmarket 34.95 

Masterscan + Paint 65.95 

Desktop Publisher 

&Mouse 57.95 

dBase II ver 3.41 77.95 



•• SPECIAL •• 

TETRIS (8256/8512 only) 14.49 

DESKTOP PUBLISHER. 19.95 

MASTERFILE 8000 32.00 

STOP PRESS , ..32.99 

STOP PRESS + MOUSE 63.00 

MONEY MANAGER PLUS 24.00 



ALL PRICES INCLUDE VAT/1ST CLASS P&P CHEQUE P.O ONLY PLEASE 

0208-850176 KINTECH COMPUTERS O2os-85i4oo 
St Tudy Bodmin Cornwall PL30 3NH 




RE-INKING SERVICE PRICES ARE FULLY INCLUSIVE 



* All types of fabric ribbons 




* Re-inked like new *<j 

* Same day service ®/& 

* Free transporter SAE 

* For all types of fabric ribbon 



Trade Enquiries welcome 

Cheques/PO payable to: KadoT 
KADOR, Unit 4 
Pontcynon Ind. Est. Tet: 

Abercynon, Mid Glam. 0443 
CF45 4EP 740281 



FREE HE-INK WITH 
ORDERS OVER £5.00 
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AMSOFT 

BOX OF 5 DISKS BOX OF 10 DISKS 

i.39 PiO-99 

EX. I^T"EX~ 

VAT MB ■%# VAT 

[£1 1 .95 inc. VAT] [£22.99 inc. VAT] 

Jicrodisks 

M (/lo^T We also supply a wide range of 
c^^l ' Amstrad Peripherals at Super Low 
M Prices -PHONE NOW!!! 

7o~ "r" "d " i ^r 

I ^~ For IMMEDIATE RESPONSE simply phone and order with your 1 

■ Credii Card OR send this coupon (with vour Cheque/ P.O.) to:- 

||_ COMPUMART, FREEPOST, LOUGHBOROUGH, LE11 OBR. 
Please rush me:- 



mm 



Cornpumart 






I 

D*. 80+ *& 

Jubilee Drive 
Loughborough m 
Leics. LEU OXS R*ffi 
Tel- 0509-610444 W&. 
Fox 0509-610235 R%! 



No.Reqd 



Goods Description 



Box(es)-5 Blank Disks @ £1 1 .95 ea. 



BoxlesMO Blank Disks @ E22.99 ea 






I ^> Please 

• Name 

■ Address 

DC 



deliver to:- 



80+ 



TOTAL 



AMOUNT 



Postcode Date 




MASTERFILE 8000 



FOR ALL AMSTRAD PCW COMPUTERS 



MASTERFILE 8000, the subject of so many 
enquiries, is now available. 

MASTERFILE 8000 is a totally new database 
product. While drawing on the best features of the 
CPC versions, it has been designed specifically for 
the PCW range. The resulting combination of 
control and power is a delight to use. 

Other products offer a choice between fast but 
limited-capacity RAM files, and large-capacity but 
cumbersome Fixed- length, direct-access disc files. 
MASTERFILE 8000 and the PCW RAM disc 
combine to offer high capacity with fast access to 
variable-length data. File capacity is limited only 
by .the size of your RAM disc. 

A MASTERFILE hallmark is the provision of 
multiple, user-designed display formats. This 
flexibility remains, but now it's even easier. With 
MASTERFILE 8000 you design your formats 
"live"; no more questionnaires, just move your 
format effects around the screen using the cursor 
keys! 

Record updating is even easier than before — just 
steer your cursor to any field on the screen and 
then insert/erase/alter as required. 

Special options are provided for handling dates and 
surnames, and column totals can be generated. 

All screen work is done graphically — and hence we 
offer unique panel, box, and ruled line options. 
Choose the line spacing at pixel resolution — you 
will be amazed how much clearer 9-pixel lines are 
than the usual 8-pixels. {Study the picture.) And 
all this faster than CP/M normally lets you paint 
the screen! PCW printer functions, under menu 
control, are provided. 
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Keyed files are maintained automatically in key 
sequence, with never any need to sort. You can 
have unkeyed files too, where records can be 

inserted at any point in the file. 



Any file can make RELATIONAL references to up 
to EIGHT read-only keyed files, the linkage being 
effected purely by the use of matching file and 
data names. 

You can import/merge ASCII files (e.g. from 
MASTERFILE III), or export any data (e.g. to a 
word- processor), and merge files. For keyed files 
this is a true merge, not just an append operation. 
By virtue of export and re-import you can make a 
copy of a file in another key sequence. New data 
fields can be added at any time. 

File searches combine flexibility with speed. 
(MASTERFILE 8000 usually waits for you, not 
the other way around.) You can even assign subsets 
of a file into one or more of seven pigeon-holes for 
subsequent reference or further manipulation. 
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FIELD-TO-FIELD CALCULATION is available, 

using any mixture of terms and arithmetic operators 

+ -*/()■ 

MASTERFILE 8000 is totally menu-driven, fully 
machine-coded, and comes with example files and 
a detailed manual. We claim (modestly) that you 
will not find another filing system 'with such 
power, flexibility, and friendliness. 

MASTERFILE 8000 costs £49.95 including VAT 
and P&P to anywhere in Europe. Elsewhere please 
add 20% for air-mail service. ACCESS/VISA/ 
MASTERCARD orders are welcome, written or 
telephoned, quoting card expiry date. Make 
cheques payable to "Campbell Systems". 

Our normal response is return of post, 1st class. 

CAMPBELL SYSTEMS (Dept 8PL ) 

7 Station Road, EPPING, Essex CM 16 4HA, 

England. Tel: (0378) 77762/3 



